
 Volume 18 – Issue 42                                                                               Parshas Pinchas 5776 W‰EwT ZWMT D‰K SXNP ÂP  

  
   A publication dedicated to Harbotzas Torah 

 

Zmanim for TBwTBwTBwTBw    
Wesley Hills, NY 

7:57    -            TWRN TQLDH 
8:15   -                                     HEYQw 
8:37   -                             A‰M w‰QZ 
9:26    -                           A‰RG w‰QZ 
10:38  -                 HLYPT IMZ FWS 
8:14 -                                       HEYQw 
9:01  -                    OYBKWKH TAC 
9:27  -                                     72 TAC 

Wednesday 1:12:02 PM - BA DLWM 
Rosh Chodesh is Friday 

Times courtesy of MyZmanim.com and 
EzrasTorah.org 

Did You Know? 
In the Sefer Torah, certain sections are 

broken up by blank spaces that are either 

small or large. In the chumash, a small 
break is indicated by the letter S, while the 

larger ones are indicated by a P.   

Last week’s Parsha, Parshas Balak, had 

no breaks until the very end when it 

recounts the act of Pinchas, and the 
Chofetz Chaim explains why. 

He quotes Rashi in Vayikra (1:10) who says 
that these spaces were pauses given to 

allow Moshe Rabbeinu time to internalize 

the teachings he was receiving.  Likewise, 
these breaks are conveyed throughout 

history for all studiers of Torah to have 

time for contemplation as well. 

Therefore, says the Chofetz Chaim, when 

HaShem spoke to Bilaam, who was merely 
a conduit through whom HaShem’s word 

flowed, but who would not actually reflect 

on what he was being told nor integrate it 
into himself, He did not give these 

moments of pause. 

In this week’s Parsha, right at the 

beginning, we find an unusual break in the 

middle of a verse.  It says, “And it was 
after the plague [           large break        ] 

and HaShem spoke to Moshe and Aharon 

the Kohain saying:” 

Perhaps we can follow the Chofetz Chaim’s 

reasoning that time was given for 

consideration of what HaShem said, and 
say that in this case the time was given to 

consider the plague that befell the Jews. 

In other words, when bad things happen 

we should pause and reflect on what they 

mean and what messages they hold for us.  
They, like the Torah, are meant to become 

part of our being and change us. 

Thought of the week: 
Words should not be confused 
with weapons -- they are 
much more powerful. 

 “But the sons of Korach did not die.” (Num. 26:11)                               ( AY:WK RBDMB)‰.WTM AL XRQ YNBW 
After the plague brought about by the sin of Zimri and the people’s failure to protest, 
HaShem commanded Moshe to count the remaining Jews. When the listing comes to the 
Tribe of Reuven, the Torah revisits the story of Dasan and Aviram who were swallowed up 
in their fight amongst Korach’s group. Then it adds that Korach’s children did not die. Why 
is this mentioned here and not where the story of Korach is told?  

The Ohr HaChaim says that the Torah chose to do it here, after it lays the blame for the 
whole Korach affair at the feet of Dasan and Aviram, of the Tribe of Reuven. They were the 
ones who convinced Korach and the 250 leaders who offered the incense to fight against 
Moshe. This is especially proven, he adds, by the fact that while Korach’s children 
remained alive, even the infants of Dasan and Aviram met their demise in the pit. 

So what was it about these two men that was so evil it infected everything they touched 
and destroyed even the seeds of the future like salt to soil? If we look back to the first time 
we meet them, in Sefer Shemos, we find the answer. 

After seeing an Egyptian taskmaster strike a righteous Jewish slave, Moshe killed the 
Egyptian. When he later saw Dasan and Aviram fighting, he called them out on it and 
asked the aggressor why he was hitting his fellow. He replied by saying, “Do you intend to 
kill me as you did the Egyptian?” At that time, Moshe said, “Clearly the matter is known.” 

While the simple understanding is that the fact that he killed the Egyptian was not a secret, 
the Sifsei Chachomim offers several other explanations. One of them is that Moshe 
wondered how the Jews could be enslaved in such a difficult exile. Though it was decreed 
on Avraham’s children, the Torah says in Devarim (24:16) that “a father shall not be 
punished for the sins of his children nor children for the sins of the father.” How then could 
it happen? 

However, when he saw Dasan and Aviram fighting, he understood that they were rotten to 
the core and would even destroy their offspring. It is interesting to note that the Klei Yakar 
points out that they did not fight with their hands, but with words! (He explains in Shemos.) 

What this teaches us is that when words are used as weapons, and people will slander, 
demean, and insult each other, this is such a pervasive evil that it destroys all it touches. 
They used their words to foment discord and convinced Korach and his followers to sin 
because of them. 

That is why the Torah says that it was they who caused the downfall of Korach and their 
children died. While Korach may have been interested in honor, his children lived because 
they could recognize this as a failing they didn’t need to follow. When people train their 
families to fight and speak ill of others, however, there is no hope for the future. 

A man came to the rabbi very distraught. “You have to help me!” he cried. “My son is about 
to marry a non-Jewish girl! I can’t talk him out of it. Maybe you can get through to him.” The 
rabbi hadn’t seen the son in years, and even the father’s spotty attendance at the shul 
made it less likely that he’d make any headway but he agreed to speak to the son. 

As expected, the meeting went nowhere, and the rabbi reported as much back to the 
father. “I’m sorry to say I was not able to convince him to change his mind,” said the rabbi.  

“But when you spent the years of his youth criticizing me and my speeches, and telling him 
how foolish all his teachers were, are you truly surprised that now he has no respect for 
any authority, even yours?” 
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This week’s issue is dedicated in 

memory of 

HHHH‰‰‰‰E E E E HMLwHMLwHMLwHMLw    IB IB IB IB FLAWW BAZ YKDRMFLAWW BAZ YKDRMFLAWW BAZ YKDRMFLAWW BAZ YKDRM    
Mr. Max Landsman ob”m 
Whose dedication to his family and 

his country culminated in a 

Kiddush HaShem. 

1st Yahrtzeit - 25 Tammuz 5776 

Don’t fight it! 
 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   
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