
THE BEST PILOT
By Rabbi David Ashear, Author of Living Emunah (Artscroll)
 
When a person knows he is being carried by 
Hashem, the troubles of this world won't bother him.
I was once told a story about a businessman on a 
flight. He was seated next to an eight-year old girl and 
was very surprised that she seemed to be traveling 
alone. After takeoff, she took out some crayons and a 
coloring book, cheerfully occupying her time.
About an hour in, the plane suddenly experienced 
extreme turbulence. The pilot announced that 
everyone should fasten their seatbelts and remain 
calm, as they had encountered rough weather. Over 
the next half hour, the plane rattled and bounced, 
shaking all the while. Some people cried, others 
praying. The businessman was sweating, clenching 
his armrest as tightly as he could.
Meanwhile, the little girl sat quietly in her seat. Her 
crayons and coloring book were tucked into the seat 
pocket in front of her, and her hands rested calmly on 
her lap. Incredibly, she didn't seem worried at all.
When the turbulence ended, and the plane finally 
began its descent, the man couldn’t help but ask the 
little girl, “How did you stay calm the entire flight, 
since you are here alone?”
She looked up at the man and replied, “My father is 
driving the plane. He is the best pilot, and he is taking 
me home.”
There is no greater blessing than having Hashem 
in our lives. Although now we live in a time of 
concealment and cannot see Hashem work openly, 
each person, if he wants, can see Hashem hidden in 
his own life. What more could a Jew possibly want 
than to know that Hashem is with him?  

INVIOLABLE TRUTHS
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

With the instructions to build the Mishkan and with the handing over of 
the luchos, Matan Torah was completed. Now it was necessary to plant the 
nation’s soul, the Torah, in its midst. From the Mishkan, the Torah would 
radiate out to the entire nation, and its spirit would fill the heart of each 
individual, to realize the promise: V’asu li mikdash, veshachanti besocham.

But as all this was transpiring on Har Sinai, events were taking place in the 
camp below that attested only too realistically to the vast gulf between the 
reality of the people and the heights of the Torah they were to receive.

Hashem’s threat—“Achaleim, v’e’eseh oscha l’goy gadol,” that the nation that 
had been established to receive the Torah would be destroyed, while Moshe 
and the Torah were assured a future—demonstrated the absoluteness of the 
Torah's destiny, which comes from Hashem, and like Him, is timeless.

No one should ever imagine that the Torah should be adapted to changing 

There is no camera in the world that is as complex as the human 
eye, that can constantly capture everything going on in full color 
and breathtaking minute detail as the eye does. Millions of nerve 
endings in the retina are connected to the brain, which interprets 
all the images simultaneously. When we wake up in the morning 
and open our eyes, we should feel a deep sense of gratitude for 
the ability to see. If needed, we would give away everything we 
own to avoid losing the ability of sight. Now we have it all for 
free. 
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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times. On the contrary, each generation is 
entitled to a present and a future only while it 
accommodates itself to the Torah. The Torah is 
the absolute, ultimate goal of the Jewish nation. 
And the generation of Matan Torah was still 
infinitely far from it.

If the Torah, with its unalterable ideals, 
nevertheless came down to that generation, the 
implication is: the Torah was not given to the 
people to suit their convenience. Rather, it was 
given to klal Yisrael so that the nation should 
shape itself, elevate itself, to the moral and 
spiritual heights of the Torah.

As soon as the Torah came down to klal Yisrael, 
over whom it was meant to reign supreme, cheit 
ha’eigel presented it with its first challenge. 
The Torah was to demonstrate Divine power by 
training this people to accept it out of complete 
submission, and its resting place was to be first 
and foremost a place of education toward a 
better and purer future.

In Devarim 9:20, we are told that Aharon 
committed a serious sin in playing along with 
the cheit. He should have opposed the people, 
even at the risk of his own life. Aharon thought, 
however, that it would be prudent to yield. 
He reasoned that if he fell victim to the mob, 
they would lose all restraint. By taking control, 
Aharon believed he would be able to stall until 
Moshe returned, limiting the scale of the sin.

In the aftermath, the first kohen gadol learned, 
and taught all future generations, that a Jewish 
leader cannot try to be clever. The truths of the 
Torah are not his to concede. He may not give 
up part of them to save the rest.

G-d's testimony is inscribed on granite rock. 
One can acknowledge it, or, at his own peril, 
reject it. But no one, not even the kohen gadol, 
can alter so much as one letter. 

BEYOND OUR REASON
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

Chazal took many steps to ensure that we would never forget the Beis 
Hamikdash or the practices that were performed there. In preparation for 
bringing the korban Pesach, every Jew needed to be purified from defilement 
caused by contact with a deceased person (tumas mes), which was achieved 
through the sprinkling of the ashes of the parah adumah. To commemorate 
this, our Sages designated a special Shabbos to read the section about the parah 
adumah: Parshas Parah.

The mitzvah to slaughter a reddish-brown cow, mix its ashes with a few 
ingredients, and sprinkle it on a person who has somehow come in contact 
with a dead body is a mitzvah mystery. We call it a chok, a command we fulfill 
without knowing why, but continue to do because it is so inscribed in our Torah. 
Similarly, the laws of kashrus, shaatnez and cooking meat in milk are chukim, 
among others.

Many people find it harder to accept chukim than mishpatim, which are 
logical mitzvos we can find reasons to obey. But Rashi tells us in the name of 
the Midrash Tanchuma that there is really no difference. “Since the Satan 
(represented by our inner voice of doubt) and the nations of the world taunt 
Yisrael saying, ‘What is this mitzvah, and what reason is there for it?’ therefore 
the Torah writes ‘It is a chok.’ It is a decree from before Me, and you have no 
permission to have any second thoughts about it.”

We don't need to use our judgment to see if these mystery mitzvos sit right with 
us. We rely exclusively on Hashem’s. He commanded, and He knows what is 
right and wrong, whether we understand or not.

Imagine that there was a mitzvah not to drink milk without first cooking it. It 
would have remained a chok for thousands of years, subject to accompanying 
scorn from our gentile neighbors and our own wonderment as well. All that 
would have come to an end when a French chemist, Louis Pasteur, discovered 
that there are germs in uncooked milk that cause sickness, but which are 
neutralized when the milk is boiled. Today it is taken for granted that milk must 
be pasteurized. What was once a chok becomes a mishpat when we are filled in 
on what Hashem has known all along. We are confident that the wisdom is there.

Most people who fill a prescription have no idea what is in the medicine, or why 
that particular mixture was chosen over another. They rely on the expertise 
of the doctor. So too do we rely on the expertise of our Creator, and take His 
mitzvah medicines with total confidence that they are just right for us. 

BRACED FOR FLIGHT

Why don't birds fall out of the sky?

Birds’ bones are hollow, very different than the solid bones of other creatures. If their bones were 
solid too, birds would be too heavy to fly. But completely hollow bones would break easily. Instead, 
birds have hollow bones fortified with internal braces to strengthen them.An encyclopedia would 
word it as follows: “The bird’s skeleton is highly adapted for flight. Birds have many bones that 
are hollow, with crisscrossing struts or trusses for structural strength.” Adapted?  There’s nothing 
random about the way a bird is built – it has been designed with incredible intelligence.  

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)
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