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“And Moses gathered 

all the congregation of 

the Children of Israel 

and he said to them: 

These are the things 

that G-d commanded to 

do them. For six days 

you shall work and on 

the seventh day, it will 

be holy for you, a 

Shabbat of Shabbats for 

G-d, whoever does work on it will be put to death. You shall not 

burn fire in your dwellings on the day of Shabbat.” (From this 

week’s Torah portion, Vayakhel, Exodus 35: 1-3)                                                                                  

The commandment to observe the Shabbat is often woven together 

with the commandments of the Temple. What is the connection 

between the two?                                                                                

The Temple is the royal palace. Its purpose is to make the Creator 

King over His world. The Shabbat also revolves around 

recognizing that G-d is King over His world: “It is an eternal sign 

for for six days G-d made the heavens and the earth.”                      

G-d created man in His image. Man is like his Creator in his ability 

to create. Man can imagine a reality that does not yet exist and 

bring it into reality. No living being other than man has this ability. 

A bird can build a nest, but it is already burned onto its “hard disk.” 

The bird will never build a triangle nest, or paint it in psychedelic 

colors. Man imagines a five-pronged fork – something he has never 

seen – and produces it.                                                                       

What usually happens then is that man decides that not only is he 

made in G-d’s image, but that he is god, himself. This danger is 

more pronounced in developed cultures; the type that produced 

Mozart and Tchaikovsky. This is where the Shabbat comes in. On 

this day, we do not produce anything. The 39 root categories of 

production that formed the daily service in the Temple are 

forbidden on Shabbat. This is our testimony to the way the world 

works; Who is the Creator and who is merely created in His image.  

It is no wonder that the culture that produced Mozart and 

Tchaikovsky attempted to destroy the Nation of Israel. For he who 

has already decided that he is the creator, the sanctity of life has no 

meaning and he can no longer live in a world with a nation that 

testifies to G-d’s existence.                                                                 

Shabbat Shalom,                                                                                    

Moshe Feiglin                                                                                        

 

                                                                                                                                                                                         

A short time ago, I was a guest co-host on 

Razi Barkai’s popular morning radio 

show on Galei Tzahal. Together we 

interviewed a representative of Former 

Defense Minister Bogi Ya’alon’s new 

political party, Oded Ravivi. I assume 

that Ya’alon tapped Ravivi, who is the 

mayor of Efrat, for this interview in order 

to boost his image as a moderate Right 

politician. After all, there are not many 

leftist voters anymore.  The interview proceeded more or less as follows:                                          

Me: Mr. Ravivi, please tell us what Mr. Ya’alon is proposing.                

Ravivi: He has not proposed anything to me.                                              

Me (laughing): I mean what he is proposing to the Nation of Israel, not 

to you.                                                                                                               

Ravivi: Honest leadership, no infighting, leadership that does not speak in 

clichés…                                                                                                           

Me: But those are clichés! You are representing Ya’alon. Surely you 

have heard something from him on his economic plan, on education, 

foreign affairs – is there something you can tell us?                                  

Ravivi: If I only knew, I would tell you…                                                     

Me: I have also established a new party. My party presents its 

proposals over the 312 pages of its platform. Perhaps you can tell me 

just one idea?                                                                                                

Razi Barkai: OK, we have to stop for the news.                                               

This interview precisely reflected the shallow waters in which Israel’s 

politics tread. The Zehut party heralds a completely different spirit. 

Contrary to all the advice of the public relations experts, we do not blur our 

message. We say everything about everything. And wonder of wonders – 

more and more diverse sectors of Israeli society are connecting to us – 

despite the fact that not all of our messages speak to their hearts.  

Zehut’s secret is that everyone can find his or her place with us:                      

The handicapped feel comfortable.                                                                   

The religious feel comfortable with the secular.                                             
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The secular feel comfortable with the religious.                                             

The Right feels comfortable with the Left and the Left with the Right.         

The secret that makes this possible is the shared vision. In Zehut, everyone 

feels that they are part of a movement that is greater than the sum of its 

parts. When you are part of a broad movement that progresses toward a 

mutual goal, everyone has a place inside. Nobody is a threat to anybody 

else. On the contrary – everyone understands that we need everybody, that 

we need the diversity.                                                                                     

It turns out that the secret of unity is not the blurring of identity and the 

message, but rather, establishing them as the goal.                                        

After our hugely successful first convention, Zehut is now progressing 

toward establishing its party institutions and organizing for its upcoming 

primaries. Zehut plans to reach the general elections fully prepared.  

  

 

 

This past Tuesday night Zehut had its first official dinner in the United 

States at the Five Fifty restaurant in Cedarhurst, NY.  As soon as I walked 

in I could taste the anticipation in the room, and it wasn’t just for the 

delicious food.  Everyone wanted first hand information about Zehut’s 

conference at Hangar 11 in Tel Aviv.                                                          

Shmuel Sackett lead off the evening by showing some video footage and 

giving a summary of the conference.  Then guest speaker Eli Rohn, former 

professor at Ben Gurion University, spoke about his journey through life 

and politics in Israel that lead him to support Zehut.  The topic of his talk 

was called “Professor in a Political Straightjacket”.  After a few more 

videos from the conference Moshe Feiglin spoke about the energy he felt at 

the conference and about the more than 300 page party platform document 

that was formally presented and voted on by the Zehut membership at the 

conference.                                                                                                   

At the dinner we were presented with a 50 page summary of the larger 

platform document translated into English.  It is titled “Zehut’s Platform 

and Vision for the State of Israel”.  It outlines the guidelines and principles 

that are at the core of Zehut.   (I will be bringing more of it to you in the 

coming weeks)                                                                                             

All that aside I have to tell you the best story of the night.  Moshe was in 

shul Purim night for Megilah reading when someone told him that Buji 

Herzog, the head of the Labor party, was also there.  Moshe went over to 

talk with him and Buji asked about the party and said he had heard about 

the convention.  Moshe was a bit surprised and he said to him “really, you 

heard about the convention?” and the head of the Labor party responded, 

“everybody has heard about it, it is all anyone is talking about.”                  

If that wasn’t enough, last week, with all the talk of elections going on in 

Israel there was a poll taken that had all kinds of numbers for all the usual 

parties.  The Zehut party was not included in this poll.  The number of 

seats that each party received is almost irrelevant.  What was relevant was 

the number of people who answered “None of the Above”.  Thirty four 

percent of the people did not know or did not want to vote for any of the 

parties on the list.  The people of Israel are tired of shuffling around the 

same old politicians playing the same old cards.  It looks like the ground is 

prepared for Zehut, now the only question that remains is when will 

elections be held in Israel? 

Shabbat Shalom. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                

Zehut’s First USA Gala Dinner   

By Jeffrey Cohen  


