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We count 49 days or 50 days?
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“And you shall count for yourselves, from the morrow of

the rest day from the day you bring the omer as a wave

offering seven weeks; they shall be complete. You shall

count until the day after the seventh week, the fiftieth

day,” The obvious difficulty here is: that the phrases

contradict. The first posuk states that you shall count seven

full weeks which is 49 days. Yet in the second posuk it states

you shall count 50 days? Now if we begin to count from the

first day of Pesach we have 50 days until Shavuos. If we

begin to count from the second day of Pesach we have seven

weeks until Shavuos. The key here is the days of Sefira -

counting the Omer, which are very holy days and according

to the Ramban they are on the same holiness as Chol

Hamoed. What is the secret of the Sefira days? The Arizal

and the talmidei Baal Shem Tov have revealed to us that on

the night of Pesach we are elevated to great heights in

spirituality. Then Hashem takes it away from us and the

Avoda and Tachlis of the Sefira days for seven weeks, is to

regain that spiritual level on Shavuos. The seven weeks of

Sefira are seven Sefiros or Middos. Chesed, Gevurah,

Tiferes, Netzach, Hod, Yesod and Malchus. These Middos

are the channels how Hashem controls this world. Being so,

each day of the Sefira is important and has the level of Chol

Hamoed. Now to answer our question: The counting of 50, is

from Pesach. Then we recieved the elevation of Kedusha

from Hashem, The 49 days are the Chol Hamoed for which

each day is against another spiritual Sefira; and our task is to

rectify that Sefira. Then we finally come to Shavuos the day

of Kabalas Hatorah after cleansing our souls and rectifying

the Heilige Sefiras and Middos. (Yehuda Z. Klitnick)

Good Middos are the remedy for Kabalas Hatorah
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You shall count until the day after the seventh week, the

fiftieth day, The   Rambam   writes,   "Just   as   a person

must  repent  for  his  sins,  so must one seek out his bad

thoughts and middos that need correction, such as anger,

hatred, and the like. One must do teshuvah from  all  of

these." During the days  of Sefiras Ha'Omer, it  is  especially

important  to  improve the middos, and  in   particular, to

increase ahavas Yisrael. While it is true that the Jewish

people received their physical freedom on Pesach, that

freedom was essentially without purpose until they were

given the Torah on Mount Sinai on Shavuos. Thus Shavuos 

is the ultimate purpose of the Pesach saga.  The Midrash

(Vayikra Rabbah 9:3) states   dẍŸeY ©l dn̈ §cẅ u ¤x ¤̀  K ¤x ¤c / Derech

Eretz Kadma L'Torah. The way of the world precedes the

Torah. Middos Tovos good attitudes and fine behaviour are

essential in order to have a part in the Torah. Therefore the

49 days of the Omer are essential to improve on the Middos

Tovos in order to insure a Chelek in the Torah by following

the Midrash dẍŸeY ©l dn̈ §cẅ u ¤x ¤̀  K ¤x ¤c .
The great Baal Mussar, Reb Elyah Lapian always said:

without middos, there is nothing at all. Once he  told a

mashal to express the importance of good middos: Two

people in Russia were arrested for dealing with counterfeit

Money. One was caught with thousands of counterfeit bills

in his possession. Not one counterfeit bill  was found  by  the

other crook but police found the printing press, which

printed the counterfeit money, in his home. The holder of the

counterfeit  bills was  sent to jail  for  a  year.  The second

criminal, who owned the press,  was sent to jail  for seven

years. "Is this  justice?" he asked the jury. "This other man

had thousands of counterfeit bills, and he  is only imprisoned

for  a year. Not one counterfeit bill was found in my

possession. Why should I be imprisoned for seven

years?"The judge explained, "Everything is just and

everyone receives what they deserve. The punishment for

owning thousands of counterfeit bills is only one year

imprisonment. But you have the printing press in your home,

and there is no  limit of the amount of harm you can

produce.Therefore, your crime is even worse, and the verdict

was  more  severe." Reb Eliyah Lapian explains  that there

are people who have sins on their hands, but bad middos are

even worse. When one has bad middos there is no limit to

the corruption that he can create, hatred, arguments

arrogance, all this is an obstacle to Kabalas HaTorah. 
(Yehuda Z. Klitnick)

Pirkei Avos
  When your enemy falls do not rejoice
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Shmuel HaKatan declared “When your enemy falls do not

rejoice, and when he stumbles let your heart not be glad, lest

the L-rd see and it will be displeasing to Him, and He will

divert His wrath from him [to you]".4:19

 It is difficult to understand why this teaching is attributed to

Shmuel HaKatan; it is an exact quote of a verse in Mishle.

The second question is why did Shmuel HaKatan declare this

Posuk? Well there are many reasons in chazal why he is

being called by a degrading nickname Hakatan/small?
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According to the Tosfos Yom Tov, He bases it on a Yerushalmi:

literally Shmuel the Small was a midget. However, he was a

Tanna from Babylonian and was of the greatest Tannaim of

the second generation, who served under the Rabban

Gamliel of Yavneh. Shmuel is said to earned this epithet either

because he was "little less in stature than Shmuel of Ramah"

(the prophet Samuel), or because he "made himself small out of

humility". With all these great attributes, the tannaim bestowed

upon Shmuel to write the Birkat HaMinim, the 13th blessing

in the Shmone Esrei/silent prayer said three times daily. He

is known for his great work on the Hebrew calendar in exilic

times, which brought an end to the practice of witnesses

testifying to the new moon, and in establishing some texts of

the Jewish prayer book, the Siddur. Samuel was so humble

that when, during a conference on the intercalation of a

month to make a leap-year, the nasi asked an outsider to

withdraw, Samuel, not wishing the intruder to feel

humiliated, arose and said that he was the one who had

come without invitation (Sanhedrin. 11). He was

exceedingly pious, and once, when he ordered a fast on

account of drought, rain fell on the very morning of the

day designated by him for the fast.  Back to our Mishna;

Shmuel Hakatan knew that he had many enemies and

being a midget was the target of people making fun of

him. The jealosy was great after He addes the 13th Bracha

and created our calendar. All these people were subject to

punishment for their behaviour. Shmuel being humble

was Mispallel to Hashem that his enemies should not be

punished as He does not want to see his enemy fall or

stumble. This is a upper level of humbleness which brings

Ahavas Yisrael of not only loving another Yid, but When

your enemy falls do not rejoice. Hashem rests His Divine

Presence on such people. Gan Eden in this world!  

Story of the week  (By Yehuda Z. Klitnick) 

 Reb Moshe Kobrin teaches his chosid Ahavas Yisrael

Rebbe Moshe of  Kobrin a talmid of Reb Mordechai of

Lechovitch and the founding of Slonimer Chassidus writes

that Ahavas Yisrael should be so sincere and genuine, until

one actually  feels  the  pain  and  plight  of his  fellow man,

It’s told of the Rebbe Reb Moshe Leib of Sassov who

demontrated what is true Ahavas Yisrael: two drunkards

were hugging each other and stating how each loves his

friend. One drunk asks the other if you really love me, then

tell me what’s hurting me now? When the other answered “I

don’t know!” The drunk answered if you don’t know, then

you don’t love me”! The   following story  will  demonstrate.

Reb Yitzchak was a pious and scholarly chassid of Rebbe

Moshe of  Kobrin. He was also extremely poor. Once,

when the financial situation of his home reached an

unbearable state, his wife asked  him to go to Rebbe Moshe

of Kobrin  for  Shabbos,  and  on motzei Shabbos he   should

tell  the   Rebbe about  their  financial  plight. Reb Yitzchak

followed her advice and he went to Kobrin. On Shabbos, he

put  aside all his  problems  and  he devoted  himself entirely

to avodas Hashem. Also on Motzei   Shabbos when  he said

goodbye  to the Rebbe, he  forgot  to  ask  him  for  a

brachah for parnassah Only after Reb Yitzchak came home

and  saw  his  hungry  children,  did  he remember  what  he

was  supposed  to tell  the  Rebbe. His  wife  urged  him  to

return  to  the Rebbe   again,  and   he   did   so. The Rebbe

said,  "Reb   Yitzchak,  I can grant you  immense  wealth,

but there is  a  condition. Here, take these two gold coins. Go

to the  market and buy meat, fish and other good food,

sufficient for  two  meals. Then go home, and eat to your

heart's content. But you  may not give  food to  anyone;  not

even  to  your  wife and  children." Reb  Yitzchak  bought

the  products, came  home,  and  sat  at  his  table  to eat   the

good   foods.   His   children stood  around  the  table  and

watched him  eat,  and  his  heart  went  out  for them, but he

wasn't permitted to give them  anything. How   can   I   eat

these   good   foods, when  my  children  have  nothing? He

almost  failed  to  carry  out  what  the Rebbe stipulated.

With great difficulty,  he  finished  his  two  meals and

returned   to   Rebbe   Moshe   of Kobrin.  "I  ate  the  two

meals  as  the Rebbe   told   me,   and   now   I   am ready  to

receive  the  wealth  that  the Rebbe  promised." The  Rebbe

said,  "You  can  have  the wealth, but there is one more

condition:  Whenever  you  sit  down to   eat,   you   must

remember  these two  meals  that  you  ate  in  front  of your

hungry children.  You  must think,  "How  can  I  enjoy  food

when there are Jewish people outside my home hungry?"

Reb  Yitzchak said, "If   that's   the condition,  I'd  rather  not

have  it. I prefer to  forgo  the  entire  wealth, rather   than

to   endure  that  terrible feeling  again."

Reb Yitzchak went home and  told his wife what he decided.

She quickly  went  to the  Rebbe  and begged for parnassah

The   Rebbe guaranteed  her that she and her husband  would

become  wealthy. A short tim later, Reb Yitzchak became

fabulously wealthy. He kept the Rebbe's  stipulation  because

he wouldn't  eat  at  home.  He  ate with the paupers in the

communal kitchen,  so  he  would  always  have their  needs

in  mind.  He  would  only eat  at  home  at  the  weddings  of

his children,   because   then   he   would invite  all  the

paupers  of  his  city  to eat   delicious   and   expensive

foods together  with  him,  at  his  table. The Rebbe wanted

his chosid to have true Ahavas Yisrael which he attained.
 'hwwcarc euzhj uk ah hwwcarc vbunt uk aha hnoaf

       irvt ,hc -oh,ujpk ukhpt kfk hwwcar lf kfk vwwceva
Reb Shimon Bar Yochai delivers Yeshuos in all ways. Only with Emunah
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