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The People’s Mishkan – Parshat Terumah - Rabbi Alon Anava 

“…And you shall place into the ark the testimony, which I will give you….” – Shemos 25:16 

The Talmud (Berachos 8b) teaches that contained in the Aron were the unbroken second tablets from 

Sinai, the Luchos, as well as the broken remnants of the first Luchos. These contents reflect three phases 

experienced by the Children of Israel, signifying that building the Mishkan, (whose primary function is to 

serve as a home for the Aron, see Ramban, Introduction to Parshas Terumah,) is a task associated with 

every Jew, regardless of his current spiritual status. 

The first Luchos were given to Moshe immediately following the G-dly revelation at Sinai, before Bnei 

Yisrael sinned and worshipped the Golden Calf. At that point, the Jews were spiritually perfect, having 

been cleansed at the Giving of the Torah from any spiritual filth (see Talmud, Shabbos 146a). The 

remnants of the first Luchos thus represent the Jew in his purest and most elevated state. 

The second Luchos were given on Yom Kippur, after G-d pardoned Bnei Yisrael for the sin of the 

Golden Calf. These Luchos represent the Baal Teshuva, a person who may have strayed from the Torah 

in the past but has since corrected and repented for his wrongdoings. 

Finally, there is the third Jew who is represented in the Holy Aron: the Jew who has transgressed the 

Torah but has not yet mended his ways. The 

first Luchos – the Luchos of flawlessness, can 

no longer represent him, but the 

second Luchos, the Luchos of repentance, 

don’t represent him either. His is, however, 

represented by the fact that the 

first Luchos are found in the Aron in broken 

form. His sorry spiritual state notwithstanding, 

this Jew too can and must take part in 
building the Mishkan. 

—Likkutei Sichos, vol. 6, pp. 156-15 

 

All the vessels of the Mishkan represent some concept or existence in the All the vessels of the Mishkan represent some concept or existence in the All the vessels of the Mishkan represent some concept or existence in the All the vessels of the Mishkan represent some concept or existence in the world.world.world.world.    

The Aron/Ark represented HaShem’s presence, while the Menorah represented the light of Torah study The Aron/Ark represented HaShem’s presence, while the Menorah represented the light of Torah study The Aron/Ark represented HaShem’s presence, while the Menorah represented the light of Torah study The Aron/Ark represented HaShem’s presence, while the Menorah represented the light of Torah study 
and knowledge.and knowledge.and knowledge.and knowledge.    

The Shulchan/Table represented parnasa, the livelihood that people The Shulchan/Table represented parnasa, the livelihood that people The Shulchan/Table represented parnasa, the livelihood that people The Shulchan/Table represented parnasa, the livelihood that people needneedneedneed    to support themselves and to support themselves and to support themselves and to support themselves and 
their families.their families.their families.their families.    On the Shulchan were On the Shulchan were On the Shulchan were On the Shulchan were placed special loaves of bread called Lechem Panim, the placed special loaves of bread called Lechem Panim, the placed special loaves of bread called Lechem Panim, the placed special loaves of bread called Lechem Panim, the showshowshowshow----
bread (lit. ‘bread (lit. ‘bread (lit. ‘bread (lit. ‘bread of faces.bread of faces.bread of faces.bread of faces.’’’’))))    

Miraculously this bread stayed fresh (some say even warm) from Miraculously this bread stayed fresh (some say even warm) from Miraculously this bread stayed fresh (some say even warm) from Miraculously this bread stayed fresh (some say even warm) from Shabbos to Shabbos.Shabbos to Shabbos.Shabbos to Shabbos.Shabbos to Shabbos.    

In a simple sense, the name represents the shape of the bread which had two diffeIn a simple sense, the name represents the shape of the bread which had two diffeIn a simple sense, the name represents the shape of the bread which had two diffeIn a simple sense, the name represents the shape of the bread which had two different sides.rent sides.rent sides.rent sides.    

However, However, However, However, some commentaries explain that when the Torah says, “lechem panim lifanai tamid, the some commentaries explain that when the Torah says, “lechem panim lifanai tamid, the some commentaries explain that when the Torah says, “lechem panim lifanai tamid, the some commentaries explain that when the Torah says, “lechem panim lifanai tamid, the 
showshowshowshow----bread shall be before Me always,” it is referencing Man’s relationship to his livelihood.bread shall be before Me always,” it is referencing Man’s relationship to his livelihood.bread shall be before Me always,” it is referencing Man’s relationship to his livelihood.bread shall be before Me always,” it is referencing Man’s relationship to his livelihood.    

When it comes to income, we must constantly turn our faWhen it comes to income, we must constantly turn our faWhen it comes to income, we must constantly turn our faWhen it comes to income, we must constantly turn our faces to HaShem and know that our success ces to HaShem and know that our success ces to HaShem and know that our success ces to HaShem and know that our success 
comes from Him, and not our efforts.  Therefore, we must be very careful to conduct ourselves comes from Him, and not our efforts.  Therefore, we must be very careful to conduct ourselves comes from Him, and not our efforts.  Therefore, we must be very careful to conduct ourselves comes from Him, and not our efforts.  Therefore, we must be very careful to conduct ourselves 
honestly, always remembering before Whom we stand.honestly, always remembering before Whom we stand.honestly, always remembering before Whom we stand.honestly, always remembering before Whom we stand.    



Know Boundaries 

The parsha outlines the various vessels of the Mishkan that were to be made and how they 
were to be fashioned. 

Time after time, Moshe is commanded, “Make this,” and “Do this.” Then comes the courtyard. 
The Torah says, “You shall make the Courtyard of the Mishkan,” and then proceeds to 
describe the linen curtains that are to be made and hung to establish its borders. 

The use of the term, “You shall make,” seems unusual since he was not making the courtyard. 
The courtyard existed already and it was the 
curtains that were being made. 

We can learn an important lesson from this. Be it 
a courtyard, a plot of land, or a person, things are 
defined and “made” by the boundaries you set. 

What you’re willing to do or NOT willing to do; 
what you will say and what you will NOT say; do 
more than just describe you and your 
personality.  

Rather, these lines in the sand which you will not 
cross, and which you will not allow others to cross 
in approaching you unless they abide by your 
rules, actually help define who you are and mold 
you into the person you decide you want to be. 

Good fences make good neighbors, and they also 
make good people. 

 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
In this week’s Parsha, HaShem directs Moshe to speak to the Jewish People that they should take 
donations for G-d. The proceeds should be used to build the Mishkan, a place for HaShem’s Shechina 
to dwell in the Jewish camp. 

Though called “donations,” and the fact that “whosoever’s heart inspired him to give” G-d gave very 
specific demands for what could be given and how the Mishkan was to be built. If G-d is getting a gift 
from someone, shouldn’t the given be able to choose what to give? 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: The word Terumah literally means something that was elevated. In what way were 
the Jews elevated by giving things, and how did they “take” by giving? 

If you want to give someone a gift, would you want them to tell you what they would enjoy or would you prefer to guess 
and perhaps be wrong? How might HaShem’s exact specifications be a kindness to the people building the Mishkan? 

Today we don’t have a Mishkan. How can we fulfill this mitzvah of Terumah in other ways? Could we somehow bring 
HaShem’s presence down to earth in our midst? 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 

When Adar comes in, we increase our Joy.When Adar comes in, we increase our Joy.When Adar comes in, we increase our Joy.When Adar comes in, we increase our Joy.    

Surely, the holiday of Purim is a happy one, but itSurely, the holiday of Purim is a happy one, but itSurely, the holiday of Purim is a happy one, but itSurely, the holiday of Purim is a happy one, but it’s ’s ’s ’s 

just one day out of the month. Why do we require just one day out of the month. Why do we require just one day out of the month. Why do we require just one day out of the month. Why do we require 

one to increase his joy now?one to increase his joy now?one to increase his joy now?one to increase his joy now?    

One explanation is that we refer to giving charOne explanation is that we refer to giving charOne explanation is that we refer to giving charOne explanation is that we refer to giving charity, ity, ity, ity, 

which brings joy to the giver and the recipient.which brings joy to the giver and the recipient.which brings joy to the giver and the recipient.which brings joy to the giver and the recipient.    

Also, though, as we approach Purim, we Also, though, as we approach Purim, we Also, though, as we approach Purim, we Also, though, as we approach Purim, we rrrreflect oeflect oeflect oeflect on n n n 

how at any given moment Ghow at any given moment Ghow at any given moment Ghow at any given moment G----d can turn the tables d can turn the tables d can turn the tables d can turn the tables 

and save us. and save us. and save us. and save us.     

That thought gives us joy all the time.That thought gives us joy all the time.That thought gives us joy all the time.That thought gives us joy all the time.    


