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Bring Hashem Back 
Parshas Devorim  

  
Harav Hagaon Yaakov Moshe Katz Shlit"a 
  

On the passuk: י תִּ ְמחָׁ ל רֹאׁש שִּ ִּם עַּ לַּ ֲעֶלה ֶאת ְירּוׁשָׁ ם לֹא אַּ י אִּ ם לֹא ֶאְזְכֵרכִּ י אִּ כִּ י ְלחִּ ק ְלׁשֹונִּ ְדבַּ  ,(Tehillim 137)תִּ

the Gemara (Bava Basra 60b) asks, what does י תִּ ְמחָׁ ל רֹאׁש שִּ זה  :mean? Rav Yitzchak answersעַּ

 .this refers to the ashes on the head of a chassan - אפר מקלה שבראש חתנים

  

There are many other celebrations: a bris, a bar mitzvah, a pidyon haben. Why do we remember 

Yerushalayim specifically at a wedding? 

  

We can explain the Gemara with a mashal. A widow was very close to her husband, who was 

very dear to her. Even a long time after his passing, she became very emotional when she 

attended a wedding. Seeing a couple building a new marriage and a new home reminded her 

of her own marriage, which made her start to cry. 

  

In Shir Hashirim, our relationship with Hakadosh Baruch Hu is compared to the relationship 

of a husband and wife. The Beis Hamikdash was the home that we had together. Therefore, at 

a wedding, when we see a new couple starting to build their home, it reminds us of the home 

that we had together with Hashem, and that’s when the tears start coming and we remember 

that we want Hakadosh Baruch Hu back, we want that relationship back. 

  

The Gemara (Brachos 3) relates that Rabbi Yosi entered one of the churvos Yerushalayim and 

heard a bas kol “moaning like a dove” and saying: 

  

 .אוי לבנים שבעונותיהם החרבתי את ביתי ושרפתי את היכלי והגליתים לבין האומות

  

The Maharal in Sefer Hanetzach and the Gaon in his Peirush Hagra al Aggados both ask, why 

did the bas kol sound specifically like a dove, of all animal or other sounds? 

  

They cite the Midrash that says that a dove is the only creature that’s loyal to its mate forever. 

If any other type of creature loses its mate, it goes and finds another one, but if a dove’s mate 

dies, it will never take another. Consequently, when a dove loses its mate, it is a terrible tragedy, 

and the moaning of a dove expresses that irreplaceable loss. 
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That is the sound that emanates from Klal Yisrael as an expression of the loss of its “mate,” 

Hakadosh Baruch Hu, who is irreplaceable. For Hashem, too, there is only one nation: Klal 

Yisrael. 

  

There are some widows who refuse to remarry because it was just too good with the first 

husband and they can’t imagine having that kind of relationship with anyone else. Anything 

else is just not real. 

  

When we sit on the floor on Tisha B'Av and cry, what are we crying about? We’re crying that 

we had a special kesher with Hakadosh Baruch Hu, the “husband” who took care of us and was 

with us together in the Beis Hamikdash, the place of hashra’as haShechinah where we lived 

together with Hashem. Today, we’re missing that relationship, and there’s nothing that can 

replace it. 

  

Twofold Avodah 
People may wonder: Didn’t Klal Yisrael experience tzaros during the time of the Beis 

Hamikdash as well? Not everything was perfect then, and we weren’t completely taken care 

of. The answer is simple: We’re not asking for the Bayis Rishon or the Bayis Sheini, when 

there were indeed tzaros - we’re asking for the Beis Hamikdash Hashlishi, which will herald a 

time of perfection when everything will be good. This will be similar to the reign of Shlomo 

Hamelech when everything was good and there was sheleimus. 

  

We’re crying to Hashem to please come back to us, and there is nothing that awakens love 

more than one spouse crying to the other and saying, “Come back to me! I miss you.” That’s 

what the tears of Tisha B'Av are all about: “Come back to us, Hashem! We miss You, and we 

want You to come back!” 

  

The tears of the kinnos, of the tzaros that Yidden suffered, are a result of abandoning Hashem. 

When we do chata’im, that creates a barrier between us and our Creator, and 

those chata’im automatically pull us away from him and cause and tzaros to happen to Klal 

Yisrael. So many people have an emptiness inside them: ֵלא מָׁ ֶנֶפׁש לֹא תִּ ם הַּ  A person feels that .ְוגַּ

he’s missing something, that life isn’t complete. There are problems with children, problems 

with relationships - wives, parents, family, problems with parnassah, problems with health. 

These challenges make people feel that life isn’t complete, that they don’t have the perfection 

they crave. In a time of churban, things aren’t the way we want them to be. There are so many 

different things each of us wishes would be different, all because there’s a distance between us 

and Hashem. 

  

That can change, if we do teshuvah and take that step to show Hashem that we want to come 

back to Him. Every person knows what he can fix and improve. 

  

As we know, the Gemara (Yoma 9b) says that the churban happened because of sinaschinam, 

so one area to improve in particular is ahavas Yisrael, not to have taanos on people. 

The passuk (Mishlei 16:28) says: ּלּוף יד אַּ ְפרִּ ן מַּ ְרגָׁ  You can hurt people so badly with .ְונִּ

your taanos, it’s like shooting arrows. Of course, you’re allowed to protect yourself and ask 

for things, but not by putting down people or coming on strong with taanos against them. We 

need to look at people with an ayin tova, in a positive light, not to look down on them, even if 



3 
 

they hurt you or are different from you. Ahavas Yisrael - that is what will bring Klal Yisrael 

back together. 

  

When Klal Yisrael is together, then we’re the perfect wife, the kallah of Hakadosh Baruch Hu 

with all her adornments. Then, Hakadosh Baruch Hu will come back to us. 

  

That’s the double avodah of Tisha B'Av. It’s a time of reflection: we say the kinnos, we read 

Eichah. It’s the story of life, the story of every generation and the tzaros of Klal Yisrael 

throughout those generations. It’s the things that aren’t perfect or the way we want them to be, 

the tzaros that people have, the cholim, all the different tragedies - and the desire to come back. 

The kinnos are the call to Hashem come back to us: “We want to be in that bayistogether with 

You again! We miss it.” 

  

The second avodah is that if we want Hashem back, we have to make ourselves worthy of 

having Him back. That’s the avodah of teshuvah. It’s a time to contemplate what each one of 

us can do to bring Hakadosh Baruch Hu back. There are two aspects of bringing Hashem back: 

number one, it brings the geulah, and number two, a person who mourns and 

does teshuvah is zocheh to a much higher level of geulah and spiritual pleasure of being  נהנה

 A person who misses the relationship merits a higher level of simchah in the Olam .מזיו השכינה

Ha’emes, as Chazal teach: כל המתאבל על ירושלים זוכה ורואה בשמחתה. 

  

Let us use the Nine Days and Tisha B'Av to call out to Hashem from the bottom of our hearts, 

like that almanah. Think of all the widows and orphans in the world, the broken hearts that are 

yearning - parents for children, children for parents. They yearn to see each other one more 

time, to connect one more time. 

  

When we cry to Hashem during the Nine Days and Tisha B'Av, that will spur Hashem to finally 

come back to us. Then we see the fulfillment of the passuk: ים נִּ ל פָׁ ל כָׁ ה ֵמעַּ ְמעָׁ ה ה' דִּ חָׁ  .ּומָׁ

  

We should all be zocheh to simchos, to yeshuos, to be נהנה מזיו השכינה forever, to go  מחיל אל

 .במהרה בימינו and from simchah to simchah, and to see the coming of Moshiach חיל
 


