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 פרשת נח
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear daughter, Tehilla. 

העניא בת פריידלרצה בת רחל ו רפואה שלימה:ל   
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

"אלה תולדות נח נח איש צדיק תמים היה בדרתיו 
  את האלקים התהלך נח" (ו, ט)

“These are the offspring of Noach – 
Noach was a righteous man, perfect in 
his generations; Noach walked with G-
d.”  
 
At first one must be a “man” – going about the 
world with awe of Heaven.  Then, he can lift 
up higher to the level of a “tzaddik.”  Next, he 
can achieve the level of “perfect.”  Until, 
finally, he “walks with G-d.”1 
 
 

 נח לבריות נח למקום
Pleasing to Others 

Pleasing to Hashem 
 
“These are the offspring of Noach – Noach was a 
righteous man” – why the repetition of the name 
Noach?  “Noach” (נח) means pleasing – one who 
is pleasing to others and pleasing to Hashem.  
Whoever is agreeable to others is delightful 
to Hashem.  Just as we have obligations to 
Heaven - so we have responsibilities to our 
fellow human beings.  If we long to be gratifying 
and beloved to Hashem – we must be pleasant 
and cherished on Earth. 
 
Every morning, in korbanos, we say, “Always 
should a person (אדם) fear Heaven.”2  First, we 
must be “a person” (i.e. a mensch) and only then 
can we “fear Heaven.”  What is meant by being 
pleasing to our fellow human beings?  Being 
foregoing, forgiving, certainly not angry, not 
burdensome to others, deal affably, be 
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considerate to others, to everyone.  For 
example, a person should not enter his home 
suddenly, but should knock first.  The Gemara3 
considers one who enters his home (and 
certainly someone else’s home) without warning 
as one of four people who HKB”H despises. 
 
It is always forbidden to get angry.  We do not 
draw a child close through anger.  We do not 
draw anyone close via anger.  Anger only 
distances people.  Only via love do we bring 
people close – only by loving others – more 
love, more patience - until eventually the 
light enters them as well.  Anger never instills 
light.  Anger dispels light and draws darkness.  
Exhibiting a joyous countenance and 
illuminating our expression is the greatest 
kindness that we can perform.  “If a person 
gives his friend all of the best gifts in the 
world but displays a sullen face – The Torah 
considers it is as if he gave him nothing.  
However, one who welcomes his friend with a 
hospitable expression, even if he has not 
given him anything tangible – The Torah 
considers it is as if he gave him all of the 
greatest gifts in the world.”4 
 
Every Jew has an aspect of Awe of Heaven that 
no one else possesses – one davens better, one 
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excels in holiness, one performs more kindness, 
one is more erudite, one understands better and 
one learns more deeply, etc.  If we believe in all 
of them, cling to all of them and admire all of 
them – we merit fulfilling the mitzvah of 
clinging to Hashem.  If we speak negatively 
about another Jew – we are finished!  We have 
lost everything!  We have lost our sanctity!  All is 
lost!  How can we speak against someone who 
Hashem loves so much?  Hashem loves every 
Jew!  Do we really believe that the Jewish nation 
consists of only those few people about whom 
we care?  Hashem loves us all!  Do we know what 
it means to speak ill of someone who Hashem 
loves?  Hashem loves everyone – so, we too, 
must love everyone.  Every Jew is a diamond in 
Hashem’s crown and when we undermine one, 
speak badly about a Jew, we diminish a diamond 
in HKB”H’s crown.  We demean HKB”H’s crown.  
When we seek positive attributes of others 
and find positive elements within every Jew - 
we embed additional jewels in Hashem’s 
crown. 
 
We must be incorporated within the entire 
Nation of Israel – love them all, love every Jew.  
We must not maintain any grudges, even against 
those who agitate us, humiliate us – we must not 
resent anyone.  If we do so, all of our sins will be 
forgiven. 
 
Just as every father loves his children 
intensely, innately and automatically (i.e. he 
has no free choice not to do so), – so Hashem 
loves us, His children.  Just as a father will take 
issue with anyone who hates his child – Hashem 
too resents anyone who hates any of His 
children.  One who loves the Father – also 
loves the children. 
 
If Hashem refuses to give up on a single Jew – 
how can we?  How can we not tolerate someone 
if HKB”H does tolerate him?  He is His child.  The 
Abarbanel says that we are never punished for 
merely contemplating the commission of a 
transgression – with one exception – hating 
another Jew in our hearts.  As soon as we hate a 

Jew in our heart – we transgress, “You shall 
not hate your brother in your heart.”5  Love, 
peace and unity = yiddishkeit.  We are not 
entitled not to love others.  We must invest all of 
our efforts to learn from Avraham Avinu, who 
was the pillar of chesed.  From where did 
Avraham draw the strength to become the pillar 
of chesed – loving everybody and drawing 
everyone near? 
 
Avraham did not draw strength from “you shall 
love your fellow as yourself”6 – he derived it 
from a higher source – from “and you shall walk 
in His ways.”7  From the strength of “and you 
shall walk in His ways” – Avraham Avinu 
connected to the attribute of chesed.  Because he 
followed HKB”H’s ways and Hashem’s ways are 
chesed, he too performed chesed.  Therefore, 
Avraham Avinu’s chesed was so profound that 
we cannot even fathom it. 
 
Honor is the most important necessity in life.  
It is our air.  If we fail to honor another person, 
if we offend him – in that moment, he is as if he is 
dead.  If we have dishonored someone, we must 
appease him and revitalize him.  There are many 
ways to do so.  We should not think that all is 
lost.  It happened; mishaps happen – we all fail.  
We honor others, we offend others and we are 
offended ourselves.  It happens to everyone – it 
is a reality of life.  Yet, we must remember that 
honor is our lifeblood.  Give a compliment, 
offer a kind word and watch the effect it has.  
Offer an unkind word and it can paralyze the 
recipient.  What motivates a person’s limbs?  
Honor - honor is so critically important. 
 
Honor is the soul.  If we take away someone’s 
dignity, if we do not honor him – he feels as if he 
is dead.  When a child’s Rebbe offends him – he 
feels as if he cannot go on living.  A Rebbe insults 
a child, and then, his father comes home and 
yells at him again and then his mother yells 
another time – the result is that his soul is 
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finished.  Likewise, a wife screams at her 
husband – he becomes a million times worse.  
Why?  Because she killed his soul.  The same is 
true for a wife.  If her husband does not respect 
her – she cannot function.  This is true for all of 
us; this is how Hashem created human beings.  
The soul is hewn from the Throne of Honor.  The 
soul is honor.  “So that my soul might make 
music to You and not be stilled.”8  This means 
that the purpose is so that the soul sings.  It is the 
soul that sings.  If the soul does not sing, i.e. if we 
have robbed another of his honor for whatever 
reason - at that moment, he is silent.  He is 
finished.  He is dead.  It does not matter if he is 
technically alive – he no longer really lives.  If a 
person feels as if he offended someone, he needs 
merely ask forgiveness and honor the person - 
appease him.  We must constantly offer kind 
words to all of those around us.9 
 
From where did Noach draw the strength to feed 
and water so many animals?  Where did he attain 
the infinite capacities to know precisely the 
timing of the hunger of every rumbling stomach?  
And how did he keep up the required pace of his 
work?  Where did this excellence come from?  
What motivated Noach was his love for every 
one of Hashem’s creations.  It is the desire to 
do chesed.  If this is so with animals, it is so 
much more so with human beings – the crown of 
Creation – who are actual parts of G-dliness, 
from above. 
 
The world is built on kindness.  Hashem lowered 
some of His G-dly light to create the world.  That 
is an indescribable kindness.  We live with 
Hashem’s benevolence; the world is full of His 
kindness.  Everything that we have in life is a 
tremendous gift from Hashem.  We must 
learn from Hashem and emulate His ways of 
chesed.  We stand only to gain by doing 
chesed. 
 
One who accustoms himself to this, of him it is 
stated, “Who performs righteousness at all 
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times”10 because he illuminates his countenance 
to all.  When R’ Eliezer fell ill, his students visited 
him and asked, “Our Master, teach us the way of 
life.”  He replied, “Take caution in the honor of 
your friends.”11   
 
When we do favors for others, we never lose – 
even when it looks like a waste of time.  The 
Chazon Ish zt”l once counseled a young kollel 
man who was worried that doing chesed would 
waste time from Torah study: “To fully 
understand Torah, we must be refined and 
refinement is attained only via performing acts 
of kindness for others!  There is no spiritual 
forfeiture when we aid others – to the contrary, 
it itself is the very goal – it is an attainment of 
perfection!  There is a popular adage: ‘Another’s 
materialism is our spirituality…’” 
 
A Jew must constantly advocate for good for 
every other Jew.  We must speak their 
praises.  It is like redeeming them.  We must 
daven for our friends.  When we pray for our 
friends – that is the primary kind of davening!  
They are the main acts of kindness! 
 
After the flood, when Noach left the ark, he saw 
the entire world destroyed!  He began to cry, 
“Master of the World, You are called 
Compassionate – You should have had mercy on 
Your creations.”12  HKB”H responded, “Now?  
Why did you not cry before?  Why did I give you 
120 years notice of the pending flood?  So you 
would have time to cry out to Me, to plead for Me 
to annul the decree!  Had you davened then – I 
would have voided the verdict.” 
 
“Come to the Ark (תיבה),”13 said HKB”H to 
Noach.  The holy Baal Shem Tov explained that a 
person must enter into every word (תיבה) of 
Torah and tefilla, with all of his strength and all 
of his limbs, with self-sacrifice.  Rebbe Nachman 
also connected all aspects of Noach’s ark to the 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  I want always to be attached to You – every second.  Sometimes, I find myself to be unhappy and I do 
not know why – nothing specific happened.  Then, I realize that it is because I forgot You for a moment – I sought to attain joy 
in other ways.  So, I return to myself and begin to speak to You, Father, I plead to return to You, I ask to feel You in my heart – 
and everything instantly changes.  It is so pleasurable to realize that my joy is bound to my connection to You.  If I am 
unhappy, it is a sign that I am not connected and I must quickly reconnect. 

My life: I love You so much and I am so happy to know that I can always return to You and no one in the world can take You 
away from me.  My happy life: I need only think about my hisbodedus time with You and I feel such sweetness in my soul.  
There are also so many other things that connect me to You, especially when I try to live a life of giving, chesed and love of 
others.  My sweet life: Thank You that I have You.  Please never allow this to end. 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos! 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita.  It is not a complete or exact adaptation 
of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in translation, 
accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material.  Any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed exclusively to me.  I 
still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you, Mordi Blass, for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to my wife, Devorah, for 
proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.”     ©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9  
For previous issues and/or to receive by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email Dov@TLOE.us                                        ר"ח מרחשוון תשע"ח  - October 21, 2017 

 

service of tefilla.  He taught that our primary 
vitality is received through tefilla.  When a 
person is mired in darkness and is unable to 
open his mouth, Rebbe Nachman advises him to 
speak some truth and the truth will illuminate 
his soul and that will return him to Hashem. 
 
For 120 years, Noach built the Ark - and the 
scoffers of the generation taunted him.  With 
humility and modesty, he proceeded in his task, 
silent in the face of all of the mocking and 
derision – doing the work of his Creator.  To 
what end?  So that the generation should take 
notice and possibly inquire into his actions, 
whereupon he would warn them that Hashem 
was planning to bring a flood upon the world – 
and just maybe – they would do teshuva.14 
 
We are responsible for each other.  The Jewish 
people are each responsible for each other.  We 
are a portion of a complete nation that is a 
Chosen Nation, charged with a holy task.  We 
must feel concern for all, we are integrated 
within them – it should pain us when 
someone does something negative.  How?  It is 
difficult enough to manage ourselves, to 
maintain our own status – constantly failing, 
seeking forgiveness, doing teshuva and 
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attempting to begin anew – and now we are told 
that we are also responsible for the actions of 
others?  We will be punished for the sins of 
others?  This surety relationship amongst us is 
inside the inner soul – in our thoughts, hearts 
and souls.  It requires an altered outlook on life.  
It requires the understanding that we cannot 
maintain a connection with Hashem if we are not 
connected to the Jewish people. 
 
We cannot seal ourselves away in our shells and 
take comfort in the fact that our lives are going 
well.  We must speak in plural, on behalf of 
everyone, to request for all of the Jewish 
people – to replace our selfish outlook for a 
broader perspective – to understand that 
Hashem will not bring Moshiach until we 
become one unified nation, until we all 
return in teshuva.  The entire concern of the 
Jewish people is accountability for each other – 
that is the secret of redemption.  Thus, what 
happens to others is not just their problem; it 
is our trouble as well.  A Jew must feel the 
suffering of the Shechina for all of our individual 
deficiencies.  We must cry for it, pray for it, 
and do whatever we can to draw another Jew 
close.  Others look to us, even if we do not feel 
it, we are always influencing.  

 


