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Yaakov split the people that were with him etc. into two camps (23:11) 

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 39b) says the reason why Ovadia merited becoming a prophet is 

because when Izevel was killing out all the Nevi'im, he hid one hundred Nevi'im. He put fifty 

Nevi'imin in one cave and fifty Nevi'im in another cave. The Gemara asks, why did he split them 

up? R' Elazar says that he learned this strategy from Yaakov Avinu who split his family into two 

camps in order to save at least half of them from Esav. Ovadia too split the Nevi'im in two in case 

Izevel found one of the caves the other would be saved. R' Avahu answers that the reason is much 

simpler. It was because each cave fit no more than fifty people! 

On R' Elazar's answer the Zera Shimshon brings from the Maharsha who asks - how does 

R' Elazar know this? Perhaps Ovadia thought of this strategy on his own, just like Yaakov Avinu? 

The Zera Shimshon himself asks, the according to R' Avahu, that there was nothing 

significant in the fact that Ovadia split the Nevi'im into two groups of fifty. If so, why does the 

passuk make a point of telling it to us? 

The Zera Shimshom answers as follows: 

The Gemara (Yerushalmi Pe'ah 1:1) says that in the times of Achav and Izevel there were 

no tale bearers. This is clearly seen by the fact that Eliyahu Hanavi announced that he is the only 

prophet left that Izevel did not kill and no one contradicted him and told the king or Izevel that 

there was two caves full of Nevi'um that Ovadia hid.  

The Zera Shimshon asks that if it was known that Ovadia hid the Nevi'im, it becomes 

hard to understand R' Elazar reasoning, that Ovadia split them up to hopefully save at least one 

group of them if Izevel found the other group. However, if it was publicly known that the Nevi'im 

were alive and hiding in caves, once Izevel found out from any given informer, it is reasonable to 

assume she would have been told about both caves. If so, why indeed did Ovadia split them up? 

The Zera Shimshon says that this is what R' Elazar means to answer when he says that 

Ovadia learned from Yaakov Avinu. Ovadia in reality did not have to split up the prophets into 

two groups since in his case, had someone informed the king about them they would have told 

about both groups. However, Yaakov Avinu's move to split his family into two was really a lesson 

for all ages, in all areas of life - 'Never Place All Your Eggs In One Basket'. Therefore, Ovadia did 

not want to do something that may teach otherwise. 

In other words, Ovadia was afraid that had he placed all the prophets into one cave, given 

than in his circumstance it made no difference, people may have understood that one need not be 

concerned about placing all ones eggs in one basket, and even where there is danger, one may do 

so and rely that Hashem will help him. To avert this, Ovadia split up the Nevi'im even though it 

made no difference in his case.  

With this the Zera Shimshon answers the Maharsha'a question. R' Elazar didn't mean to 

say that Ovadia learned from Yaakov Avinu that one musn't place all his eggs in one basket. 

Rather, since it was clear that this is the lesson Yaakov Avinu wanted to impart, Ovadia did not do 

otherwise, even though to him it made no difference. He learned from Yaakov Avinu that this was 

an important lesson and therefore went out of his so that people should not think otherwise. 

R' Avahu held that in this case, Ovadia should in fact have not split the group since by 

doing so he was exposing them to a greater risk of being found. Simply by the fact the he now had 

to bring food to two locations as opposed to only one. Therefore, logically, Ovadia should have 

put them all in one cave, especially since even according to R' Elazar there was no real purpose in 

splitting them up. For this reason R' Avahu learns that it must be that the only reason why Ovadia 

split up the Nevi'im was simply because the caves only held fifty people. 

Thus, according to R' Elazar one learns from Ovadia that even in a case where there is no 

difference, once should still not place all of his eggs in one basket. R' Avahu learns from this story 

that in a case where there is more danger or risk to split up his eggs, this rule does not apply. 

This is why R' Avahu's understanding of why Ovadia split the prophets up is very 

relevant. The fact that the caves did not fit more than fifty people is not a simple detail, R' Avahu 

understood this to imply that otherwise, due to the risk in this case, this rule was not applicable, 

and Ovadia would never have split them up. 

  

 

ZeraZeraZeraZera    

ShimshonShimshonShimshonShimshon 

 

Vayishlach 

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 
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