
 

  )'יא' כג( ל
 נתתיה השדה נתתי ל
 והמערה אשר בו

The field I have given you and the cave which is in it I have given it to you (23:11) 

 The Meforshim ask that originally, Efron said he would give the field to Avraham Avinu. 

What made him switch his mind and charge Avraham Avinu so much money? 

They explain that really Efron wanted to sell the field to Avraham Avinu, not give it to 

him. However the halacha of bar metzra says that if someone wants to sell a piece of land, those 

that reside on its borders have rights to buy it before anyone else. Nevertheless, the Gemara (Baba 

Metzia 108b) says that if the owner gives the land away as a present, the neighboring owners have 

no claim as first bidders on the land.  

Therefore, Efron really wanted to sell the land to Avraham Avinu, however, in order that 

the Bnei Cheis should not be able to claim that they have rights to buy it before Avraham Avinu - 

Efron claimed that he was giving the land to Avraham Avinu as a present. But between them he 

sold it for four hundred Shekel. 

The Zera Shimshon says that this explanation doesn't match up with the fact that 

Avraham Avinu paid Efron in front of everyone. This made it clear that it was a sale and not a 

present. Otherwise, Avraham Avinu should have given the money to Efron in private. 

 Therefore, the Zera Shimshon offers a different explains as to what happened between 

Avrham Avinu and Efron based on the following Gemara. 

The Gemara (Kiddushin 59a) relates how R' Gidal was trying to acquire a certain piece of 

land and R' Abba went ahead and bought it. When  R' Abba was confronted about this he said that 

he had no idea that R' Gidal was actively trying to buy that land. To make amends R' Abba offered 

the land to R' Gidal as a present since it was the first piece of land he bought and it is not a good 

omen to sell one first piece of land. However, R' Gidal did not want to accept it for free since the 

passuk says (Mishlei 16:27) "One who hates gifts will live". Neither used that land and it became 

known as the land of the Rabbis. 

This, explains the Zera Shimshon, is what transpired between Avraham Avinu and Efron. 

Efron did not want to sell this land since he saw it as a bad omen. Therefore, he was willing to give 

it to Avraham Avinu for free. Avraham Avinu on the other hand did not want to take it for free 

since that would be receiving a present. To resolve this problem Efron hinted that Avraham Avinu 

could give the money for the land as a present as well and that would take care of Avraham Avinu 

getting the land as a present. Thus, Efron never really changed from offering the land for free to 

charging for it, it was all to accommodate Avraham Avinu's unwillingness to accept a present. 

This is why throughout the pessukim detailing this acquisition, the Torah does not use 

the words Avraham acquired the feild etc. Rather, after this transaction the passuk (23:17) uses an 

interesting terminology to describe the change in ownership - and the field arose. This is because 

the transaction that took place between Avraham Avinu and Efron was not a regular purchase but 

rather a switching of presents.  

 

Eishes Chayil was said by Avraham Avinu about Sarah, the Zera Shimshon explains the 
entire Eishes Chayil depicting the role of a Jewish wife, here is a small excerpt. 

)'זכ' לאמשלי ( צופיה הליכות ביתה ולח� עצלות לא תאכל  

She anticipates the ways of her household and does not eat the bread of laziness (Mishlei 31:27) 

 The Zera Shimshon explains this passuk in the most interesting fashion. The Gemara 

(Baba Kama 92a) discusses the benefits of eating breakfast and says that from eating properly 

in the morning one can outrun sixty strong runners. As well, halacha (Shulchan Aruch CHM 

§337:19) requires that a worker eat properly in order to be able to do his job appropriately. 

 This passuk describes how the Eishes Chayil assess the hard work she has to tackle in 

her house throughout the day - She anticipates the ways of her household. Not being negligent or 

lazy, she eats accordingly in the morning to have the proper strength to do everything she 

needs to so not to become lazy due to undernourishment - and does not eat the bread of laziness. 
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Chayei Sara 

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צמיכאל זנחמ� ב� רב  שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

signup & dedications – zerashimshon@gmail.com 

 לזכות רפואה שלימה
 רחל בת שרה

 לזווג הגו� במהרה
 אלישבע נעמי בת רחל

 להצלחת
האנשי� החשובי� שעל פי עידוד� יצא 

 הגליו� מכח אל הפועל
 בשורות טובות ישועות ונחמות
 לעילוי נשמת יעקב יצחק ב� ר' בנימי�


