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Volcanic Vacation  
Halachos of Volcanos  

 

"Tatty, the caller ID says Houston, TX. Should I 

answer the phone or is it probably just a telemarketer?" 

Yossi asked his father. 

"You never know who might be on the other end of 

the line. Besides, telemarketers are also people," Rabbi 

Berger told his son. 

"Berger residence," 

answered Yossi. "Who? 

NASA!? Tatty it's NASA on 

the phone. They need to 

speak to you ASAP," said 

Yossi excitedly. 

"Hello Rabbi. We have a 

potentially disastrous 

situation for mankind on the 

horizon. There is a meteor 

the size of Texas set to 

collide with earth in another few decades. A meteor of 

that magnitude will destroy our planet. As you well 

know, such a calamity must be dealt with well in advance 

of the date of arrival. We were wondering if your 

fantastic WebSlinger contraption can somehow be of use 

in changing the present course of the meteor," said the 

frantic NASA executive.  

The Bergers were on the way to Hawaii on an all-

expense paid trip by Uncle Sam. Rabbi Berger needed to 

observe the meteor through the powerful telescope 

located atop Mount Mauna Loa. The observatory there is 

one of the best in the world and from his observations 

Rabbi Berger would be able to formulate a plan that 

would save the Earth.  

Throughout their vacation the Bergers had a 

helicopter pilot at their beck and call. While hovering 

over the Pacific Ocean, Shmuli noticed a small 

picturesque island. 

“Look Tatty, there's an island. Could we stop off for 

lunch? I'm starving.” 

The pilot landed the helicopter softly on the beach. 

They spread out their red and white checkered 

tablecloth and sat down on 

the pristine landscape to 

enjoy their peanut butter 

sandwiches. 

 “Was that a tremor I just 

felt?" detected Baruch. 

“I hear some rumbling 

too," confirmed Binyamin. 

"Everybody please get 

back into the helicopter 

quickly,” Rabbi Berger commanded. 

They all scurried back into the helicopter leaving the 

red and white checkered tablecloth and its contents to 

fend for themselves. They flew some distance away. As 

they turned beck their heads they saw the most 

spectacular sight. The mountain had blown its top and 

glowing orange molten lava spurted forth. The red and 

white checkered tablecloth didn't stand a chance. 

Thankfully, the entire family had gotten out of the hot 

seat on time.   

 

"According to some Poskim he should make an Oseh 

Maaseh Bereishis. The list that Chazal gave on which to 

recite the brachah was only for purpose of example. 

"Tatty, what bracha should we make 
upon witnessing the eruption of a 

volcano?" asked Yehoshua. 
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Other equally amazing marvels would also deserve the 

brachah. A volcano can be compared to an earthquake 

which is on Chazal's list, and therefore Oseh Maaseh 

Bereishis should be recited with Hashem's name (Shevet 

Halevi, Rav Nissim Karelitz Tshuvos from Sefer Shaar 

Ayin; Oholei Shem Siman 227). 

"On the other hand, the chachamim laid out a very 

specific list of phenomena on which to recite Oseh 

Maaseh Bereishis. Therefore, other poskim are of the 

opinion that we cannot add to the list. Since volcanoes 

are not listed by Chazal, no bracha is recited (Rav Chaim 

Kanievsky, Rav Yitzchak Zilberstein-Tshuvos brought in 

Sefer Shaar Ayin). 

"It would seem that to be on the safe side we should 

all make the bracha of Oseh Maaseh Berashis without 

Hashem’s name (Sefer Shaar Ayin 7:6 note 15, Maayan 

Omer 11:29)," concluded Rabbi Berger.    

After they finished reciting Oseh Maaseh Bereishis, 

Yehoshua remembered something very important. 

“Tatty, in our haste to evacuate we didn’t have a 

chance to bentch yet.”  

“You have a good point,” Rabbi Berger said. 

"We can't very well turn around and fly back to the 

place where we ate. What should we do, Tatty?" 

wondered Yossi.  

If someone accidently forgot to bench it is 

praiseworthy to come back to their original place in 

order to bentch (Mishnah Brurah 184:6). 

 

Possibility #1: Bentch as close in physical proximity 

to where the original picnic site was as possible. 

Possibility #2: Perhaps it is not necessary to get as 

close as possible. Since the site no longer is available to 

bentch at, proximity makes no difference.  

Possibility #3: Distance makes no difference just as 

long as they can still see the place. 

On Shabbos, we must hear Kiddush in the place 

where we will eat the meal/ Kiddush B'makom Seudah. In 

extenuating circumstances, it is acceptable to make 

Kiddush as long as you can merely see the place where 

you will be eating. (Shulchon Aruch 273:1; Shaar 

Hatziyun 273:8) From this we can derive that seeing the 

place connects them to the place (Shulchon Aruch 

195:1).They should therefore look at the volcano from a 

safe distance and bentch.  

 

A stone (charcoal) that is glowing and hot enough to 

ignite something can be used for Havdalah (Shulchon 

Aruch 298:9). However, if the fire was not lit for the sake 

of light it cannot be used for Havdalah (Shulchon Aruch 

298:10). The lava was not ignited to be used as a source 

of light and therefore it would seem to be unfit for use as 

a Havdalah candle. 

Oh! As for saving Planet Earth, it goes without saying 

that our hero, Rabbi Berger, was able to accomplish that 

small feat. 

 

 

 

 

When the place where a person ate 
no longer exists, where should he 

recite Birchas Hamazon? 

Another common question that comes up all 
the time is whether or not hot glowing 

molten lava of a volcano can be used as a 
torch for Havdalah? 
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