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Now You Know 
In one of the most famous episodes 
in chumash, angels came to Avraham 
to herald the promise that he would 
have a child by the following year. 

Sarah, overhearing this from inside 
the tent, laughed to herself, asking, 
“After I’m old will I be young and 
fertile? And my husband is old too.” 

When HaShem asked Avraham why 
Sarah laughed, He didn’t mention the 
fact that she had included Avraham’s 
advanced age in her remarks. 

From here our Sages learn that one is 
permitted to bend the truth, in this 
case by omission, in order to 
preserve Shalom Bayis, marital 
harmony. 

What had Sarah actually said? That 
Avraham was old. He knew that; he 
said it himself! Besides, surely after 
being married for so many decades 
he would understand that she meant 
no malice and he would take it the 
right way, wouldn’t he? 

We learn from this how careful one 
must be not to say something that 
can even be misconstrued in a hurtful 
way.  

We don’t blame the person who is 
hurt for their feelings, as we see 
HaShem did not expect Avraham to 
be 100% OK with these words and 
“make” them innocuous. That is a 
precious lesson in Shalom Bayis. 

 Thought of the week: 

The most pathetic person in 
the world is he who has 
sight, but no vision.        

– Helen Keller 

„WYBYWA REw TA VERZ wRYW OYH TPs LE RwA LWXKW OYMwH YBKWKK VERZ TA HBRA HBRHW...‰ 
“…And I will increase your children like the stars of the Heaven and like the sand at 
the edge of the sea, and your seed shall inherit the gate of its enemy.”(Genesis 22:17) 

Following the Akeida, the binding of Yitzchak, when Avraham proved that he would follow 
HaShem’s will even at the expense of giving up what he held most dear, the angel of G-d 
made him a promise. 

He said that Avraham’s children, descended from Yitzchak, would be doubly blessed: once 
in Avraham’s merit and once in Yitzchak’s, and that merit would stand with them through all 
time until the coming of Moshiach and the final Redemption. 

The fact that the Torah connects the numerous progeny of Yitzchak to inheriting his enemy 
is no coincidence. However, it will not be through sheer numbers that Yitzchak’s 
descendants will overcome, but rather through the increase in a certain type of person. 

In various places, the Jews are compared to stars, sand, and dust. Comparing us to dust 
represents a time when we are very low, trampled on, and easily scattered. That analogy 
was not used here. Here we find two different comparisons with one common thread. 

Stars represent the Jews when we are at our best. High above the world, merely casting 
our glow down below us but not really involved in any meaningful way. There is a benefit to 
being able to set an example for the world without necessarily being caught up in the 
minutiae like other people. 

Then there is the sand of the sea. There are many places with sand, such as the desert, 
but that is not the comparison made. Here we are promised that there will be more of us 
who are like the sand at the edge of the sea. Despite the constant pounding of the waves, 
the sand by the shore stands firm and stops the waves from overstepping their bounds. 

This represents Jews when we are of necessity involved in the world, but we set borders 
and boundaries, lines we won’t cross - literally, lines in the sand. The type of Jew who will 
merit standing against the incessant hatred and attempts to destroy us by our enemy, 
Yishmael, is the one who never gives up. Just as the sand may be covered by the ocean 
for thousands of miles, but there is a point at which it says, “Enough!”, so are the Jews who 
refuse to give up their belief in HaShem and His Torah even upon continued attacks and 
aggression one day going to stop the enemy in his tracks, and wash him away. 

The Akeida showed us that we have the strength and determination to stand tall in the face 
of adversity, buoyed by our confidence in HaShem. May we soon merit to inherit the gate of 
our enemy as we greet the Melech HaMoshiach and usher in the era when all nations will 
recognize the Creator as Avraham Avinu did. 

During the Holocaust, many felt that G-d had forsaken His people.  But those closest to Him 
knew the truth.  Included in this group were the holy martyrs of Telz, Lithuania, HaShem Yinkom 
Damam, guided by the great R’ Avraham Yitzchok Bloch zt”l HYD.  When the Nazis came to 
Telz, R’ Avraham Yitzchok was not fazed by their threats and continued to nurture his flock with 
words of strength and encouragement. 

Once, in the days before he and his followers were murdered on the 20
th
 of Tamuz, R’ Avraham 

Yitzchok was accosted by a nazi who hit him about the head with a hammer and taunted, 
“Where is your G-d, Herr Rabbiner?” The Telzer Rov looked him in the eye and replied, “He is 
not only my G-d, He is your G-d; and the world will yet see this.” 
CORRECTION: LAST WEEK WE SAID THAT HAGAR’S ATTITUDE CHANGED WHEN YISHMAEL WAS BORN. THANKS TO THE ATTENTIVE READER WHO 

REMINDED US THAT SHE ACTUALLY MISCARRIED THE BABY WITH WHICH SHE WAS PREGNANT AT THE TIME SHE WAS SENT AWAY, AND YISHMAEL 

WAS CONCEIVED AND BORN LATER. AN ERROR IS NOT A MISTAKE UNTIL YOU REFUSE TO CORRECT IT. ☺☺☺☺ 
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Take a stand for 

HaShem. 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   
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