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Now You Know 
During the Aseres Yemei Teshuva, the 
ten days of Repentance between Rosh 
HaShana and Yom Kippur, the 
Shulchan Aruch cites the practice to 
be more stringent than usual on 
things such as the bread of a non-Jew 
at this time.   
Though it may be permissible and one 
eats it the rest of the year, during 
these days one does not partake of it. 
The intent of it is not to “fool” G-d, 
Heaven forbid, and doing so is not 
“bribing” Him, nor is it a falsehood to 
imply that one will maintain that level 
after Yom Kippur. 
Rather, each undertaking follows its 
beginning and by starting the year off 
right, we impart a loftier spirit to it.   
Additionally, though you may not have 
practiced these customs before, and 
you do not intend to practice them 
later, for now, today, you have acted 
in a superior manner.  

It is worthwhile for that alone, and for 
that you shall be rewarded.  

Thought of the week: 
Before asking HaShem for a 
good new year, be sure to 
thank Him for the good year 
that just passed. – R’ Avigdor Miller 

(A:AK TYwARB) “.RBD RwAK HRsL ‘H sEYW ,RMA RwAK HRs TA DQP ‘HW”  
“And the L-rd remembered Sarah as He had said, and did for Sarah as He had 
spoken.”(Beraishis 21:1) 
On the first day of Rosh HaShana, we read of the miraculous conception and birth of 
Yitzchak to Avraham and Sarah who were extremely old. A year earlier, just after 
Avraham’s circumcision, three angels visited and announced to Sarah that in a year’s time 
she would have a child. She thought it unlikely at the time, but it happened. 

On the second day of Rosh HaShana we read the story of the Akeida, when Yitzchak was 
bound up to be slaughtered as a sacrifice to HaShem. Avraham was stopped from carrying 
this out and instead sacrificed the ram, from where we get the shofar horn blown on these 
days. We must ask if the only reason the first Torah reading was chosen was to introduce 
the reading of the second day which has an obvious connection to Rosh HaShana. 

In truth, there is good reason to read this parsha on the first day. Of course, we learn that 
one who prays for his fellow and has the same need is answered first. This is good advice 
for a day when we have great need. If we pray sincerely for others, we have a better 
chance of being answered ourselves. The Midrash Tanchuma, though, gives us more. 

It says that this verse refers to what Bilaam said (Bamidbar 23:19), “G-d is not a man that He 
lies, nor a human who repents. If He has said, will he not do it? If He has spoken will he not 
keep His word?” When HaShem promises to do something good, He doesn’t renege on it. 
Unlike a person who might promise a gift but when the recipient displeases him he’ll 
change his mind, HaShem always follows through.  

However, Bilaam said, “If He says, will He not do?” The Midrash doesn’t phrase this as a 
rhetorical but as a statement. Sometimes HaShem will say something and not follow 
through. When? When He says He will bring something bad or painful. G-d says, “I am not 
arrogant like Man that I must follow through on a punishment.” 

When the Torah says that HaShem remembered Sarah as He had said, this was G-d 
keeping the promise to do good. But Sarah laughed. This sin should have cost her this 
child, but G-d is not a Man who goes back on His word to do good. 

Now it makes sense that we read this on Rosh HaShana. Last year G-d promised us good 
and perhaps decreed some bad. Most of us survived the year and realized all the good and 
missed some of the bad. This should make us love and appreciate that HaShem is our 
King, and not a person of flesh and blood. 

Further, it coalesces with the increase of pious behavior leading up to Rosh HaShana and 
between it and Yom Kippur. Though we may falter later, for now we are behaving in a way 
that we are deserving of good and that is something G-d will not take back. When we 
repent for our sins, He tears up the evil decree. That is something good, and He will not go 
back on it either! 

The purpose of this story is to help us understand just how magnanimous HaShem really 
is, and why we should feel fortunate to call Him our King. 

 (U:BL OYRBD) “.WTLXN LBX BQEY WME ‘H QLX YK”  
“For the portion of G-d is His nation; Jacob, the rope of His inheritance. (Beraishis 21:1) 
Rashi tells us that Yaakov, the third of the Patriarchs, is considered the third strand along with 
Avraham and Yitzchak, making a strong “rope” connecting the Jewish People to HaShem. 
A chain is only as strong as its weakest link because each works independently. A rope, though, 
which intertwines and whose fibers work together, is not broken until the strongest of its strands 
gives out. This unity is the secret to the eternal strength of Klal Yisrael. 
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Apples are red 
Honey is Sweet 

Wish Happy New Year  
To everyone you meet! 

Shana Tova to all our 
readers and friends! 

Start the year off the 
right way! 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others.  You’ll be glad 

you did.   
E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

 


