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Harav Hagaon Yosef Elefant Shlit’’a 

 

The passuk says in this week’s parashah: ה ה ֵאל מָּ ה יְִשרָּ ְך ִכי ִאם ְליְִרָאה ֶאת ה' ְוַעתָּ ֵֹׁאל ֵמִעמָּ ֱאֹלֶקיָך ' ֱאֹלֶקיָך ש

ֹׁד ֶאת ה ֹׁתֹו ְוַלֲעב כָּיו ּוְלַאֲהבָּה א ֶלֶכת ְבכָּל ְדרָּ ְבָך ּוְבכָּל נְַפֶשָך' לָּ ֱאֹלֶקיָך ְבכָּל ְלבָּ .  

 

The Gemara (Brachos 33) expounds this passuk as follows:  

 

אלהיך שואל מעמך כי אם ליראה אטו ' ואמר רבי חנינא הכל בידי שמים חוץ מיראת שמים שנאמר ועתה ישראל מה ה

ו אלא יראת שמים מילתא זוטרתא היא והאמר רבי חנינא משום רבי שמעון בן יוחי אין לו להקדוש ברוך הוא בבית גנזי

היא אוצרו אין לגבי משה מילתא זוטרתא היא דאמר רבי חנינא משל לאדם ' אוצר של יראת שמים שנאמר יראת ה

 .שמבקשים ממנו כלי גדול ויש לו דומה עליו ככלי קטן קטן ואין לו דומה עליו ככלי גדול

 

The passuk makes it sound as though yiras Shomayim is a small thing – a “milsa zutresa,” in the 

Gemara’s terms. How can yiras Shomayim be deemed a small thing? Answers the Gemara, for 

Moshe it was a small thing. R’ Chanina gave the following mashal: if you ask someone for a 

large utensil and he has it, it’s nothing for him; it’s as though it’s just a small utensil. If you ask a 

person for a small utensil and he doesn’t have it, it’s like you’re asking for a big utensil.  

 

The Gemara is saying that even though yiras Shomayim is actually a big thing, for Moshe 

Rabbeinu it was a small thing.  

 

Let me ask two questions. First of all, yiras Shomayim is not a small thing, so how can it be 

called a milsa zutresa even if Moshe Rabbeinu had it? And second, the passuk was not addressing 

Moshe Rabbeinu, it was addressing Klal Yisrael, for whom yiras Shomayim is not a small thing, 

so why is the fact that it is minor for Moshe Rabbeinu relevant to us? 

 

A Gateway to Yirah 

The Sfas Emes (Likutim) offers a fascinating explanation that answers both of these questions. In 

the above passuk, yiras Shomayim is only the beginning of a list that includes: ֱאֹלֶקיָך ' ְליְִרָאה ֶאת ה

ֹׁד ֶאת ה ֹׁתֹו ְוַלֲעב כָּיו ּוְלַאֲהבָּה א ֶלֶכת ְבכָּל ְדרָּ ְבָך ּוְבכָּל נְַפֶשָך' לָּ ֱאֹלֶקיָך ְבכָּל ְלבָּ .  

 

The purpose of yiras Shomayim is to lead to all of the other levels listed in the passuk, as we are 

taught: פתחו לי פתח כחודו של מחט ואני אפתח לכם כפתחו של אולם. The “hole of the needle” that allows a 

person to enter the ulam is yiras Shomayim. After that, Hakadosh Baruch Hu gives him siyatta 
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d’Shmaya for  ְכָּיולֶָּלֶכת ְבכָּל ד רָּ , for ahavah, and for avodah. Once a person drills that little hole of 

yiras Shomayim inside himself, he opens up his heart to all these levels.  

 

All of these levels require Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s help, but in order to be zocheh to that siyatta 

d’Shmaya and reach all those high levels, a person has to open himself up – and  

that opening is yirah.  

 

Moshe Rabbeinu merited all the lofty levels and shleimus that a person can possibly achieve, so 

for him, yiras Shomayim was a small thing, a mere gateway to all the lofty levels that follow it. 

The reason why yiras Shomayim is deemed a small thing is that it is small relative to these other 

levels. Moshe Rabbeinu used yirah to get to the shleimus of all the other levels that he reached.  

 

In calling yiras Shomayim a “small thing,” Moshe Rabbeinu was trying to convey to Klal Yisrael 

that they should take note of all the incredible dargos a person can achieve if he starts off with 

yirah. Relative to those other dargos that come about as a result of it, it’s almost trivial. He was 

encouraging Klal Yisrael to open their hearts through yirah, because after that you receive siyatta 

d’Shmaya to reach tremendous dargos. “Look at me,” he told them. “For me, yiras Shomayim is a 

milsa zutresa, just the beginning. Look where I got to; look where yiras Shomayim can take a 

person.”    

 

The Sfas Emes is answering both of our questions. Why is yirah called a small thing? Because it’s 

small relative to the levels it opens up. And why was it presented to Klal Yisrael as a small thing, 

if it’s only a small thing on Moshe Rabbeinu’s level? Because Moshe was trying to show them 

what type of opportunity yiras Shomayim can open up for them.  

 

Yirah Shomayim is the key, the gateway to the treasure house. It’s the beginning of avodas 

Hashem: הכל בידי שמים חוץ מיראת שמים.  

 

One Hundred Opportunities for Yirah 

Elsewhere in the parashah, the Sfas Emes offers another beautiful insight. The passuk we are 

discussing is also the source for the concept that person should make 100 brachos every day, as 

the Gemara (Menachos 43b) teaches: אלהיך ' חייב אדם לברך מאה ברכות בכל יום שנאמר ועתה ישראל מה ה

 mah” should be read “meiah.” How does this this teaching of Chazal connect to this“ – שואל מעמך

particular passuk? What does the concept of 100 brachos a day have to do with yiras Shomayim 

in general, and with this passuk specifically?  

 

The Sfas Emes cites the Gemara in Shabbos that says that yirah is akin to the keys to the “outer 

entrance” to a palace. Yirah opens up the doors of chitzoniyus, allowing the person to enter the 

world of pnimiyus, of dveikus to Hashem, of avodah, of ahavah, of connection to Hakadosh 

Baruch Hu – all the levels referred to in the rest of the passuk. Before a person can enter that 

world, however, he needs to hold the outer keys; if he doesn’t have those keys, he can never even 

enter that world. A person who doesn’t have yiras Shomayim – meaning that he doesn’t live with 

an awareness of Hashem – is lacking those keys.Yiras Shomayim is the baseline; if someone 

doesn’t have it, he’s not even in the ballgame; he can’t begin to enter the realm of avodas 

Hashem, of ahavah, of כָּיו ֶלֶכת ְבכָּל ְדרָּ   .לָּ

 

Yiras Shomayim creates an awareness that there’s a Ribbono Shel Olam in the world, that you 

have to think about Him, fear Him, and take Him into account. Once a person brings Hashem into 

his world, through the “outer keys” of yiras Shomayim, he’s able to peel away the chitzoniyus 

and access the world of pnimiyus and connect to Hashem in the profound ways that follow yirah.  
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This is why, says the Sfas Emes, the concept of 100 brachos is linked with yiras Shomayim. A 

person who says 100 brachos a day lives with a constant awareness that there’s a Ribbono Shel 

Olam, and he submits himself to Him and clings to Him. The 100 daily brachos create the 

baseline awareness of yiras Shomayim. A person eats and drinks, comes and goes, gets dressed 

and goes to work – engaging in all types of activities that can be mundane. He could be living in a 

world devoid of Hakadosh Baruch Hu, which is a world without yirah. The 100 brachos a day are 

what transform the mundane into opportunities for yiras Shomayim.  

 

The purpose of the 100 daily brachos and the purpose of yiras Shomayim are one and the same: 

it’s to enable a person to get into the ballgame of avodas Hashem, thought the baseline awareness 

that there’s a Ribbono Shel Olam in the world. In this sense, yiras Shomayim is a mere 

introduction, a milsa zutresa that allows a person to then access the real thing, which is the world 

of pnimiyus.  

 

Yiras Shomayim  is the first step, and Chazal revealed to us that the way a person can take that 

first step is through saying 100 brachos every day. That’s the milsa zutresa that takes a person out 

of the world of chitzoniyus – the world of superficiality and detachment and forgetting Hakadosh 

Baruch Hu – to the true inner world of avodah.  

 

Gut Shabbos. 

 
 


