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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the transition

from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to send you this sicha

without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this sicha out to you, it does mean that

if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva would like to express its gratitude to Richard and Anita Grossman for their ongoing support for the

Yeshiva in general and specifically our computer center. This enables us to communicate this sicha to you each

week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

HaRav Nebenzahl on Parshat Tazria-Metzora

THOUGHTS ON TZORAAT

A significant portion of the two parshiot we read this week focus on the laws of tzoraat. Today there's

an illness they refer to as tzoraat - a very difficult illness, but clearly not the same as described in the

parsha. The tzoraat described in the parshas is miraculous, it begins with improper speech and is

cured with proper speech. It's certainly not something natural because it  also appears in people's

houses and on their clothing. Even Moshe Rabenu and Miriam were afflicted with it when Hashem

became angry with them for having spoken improperly.

The Gemara lists seven reasons why people are afflicted with tzoraat, the most well-known among

them is loshon hara. Interestingly, it appears to be an infraction in the realm of bein adam lachavero,

between man and his fellow man, and not bein adam laMakom, between man and Hashem. Perhaps

we can find something of  a bein adam laMakom nature as well.  The Torah instructs  us that the

purification processof a metzorah includes an eitz erez - a cedar tree, and eizov - a hyssop. The

Gemara says that whoever thinks so highly of himself as if he were some great big cedar tree, should

lower himself to become like an eizov - a hyssop. A person who thinks so highly of himself thathe has

the right to judge people has actually violated something in the realm of bein adam laMakom. The

Gemara in fact says that loshon hara are sins until the Heavens.

I once had a disagreement with a talmid chacham regarding whether what's known as avak loshon

hara is a Torah violation or not. What example do Chazal give for avak loshon hara? The Yerushalmi

relates that the authorities looked to enlist all people of a certain trade - for example tailors. They
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entered the town rounded up all the tailors but forgot one of them. One of the other tailors wanted to

inform on him to the authorities, but if he just went to them straight he knew it wouldn't find favor

with his fellow tailors. The missing tailor's name was Yochanan. What did the informer do, he made

himself into a great tzaddik and announced that they should pay a visit to the great sage R' Yochanan.

While it's true that R' Yochanan was a great man and it's certainly a mitzvah to visit him, but what he

accomplished was that the authorities were reminded that there was a tailor named Yochanan whom

they forgot. This is the Yerushalmi's example of avak loshon hara - I would venture to say that this is

prohibited by the Torah.

There are so many questions and times we stumble in this area without realizing it. For example, what

happens if you're asked about someone and you see he's a true tzaddik, but to the person you're

speaking to this is not praise? What if you say that someone is affiliated with a particular party which

the person you're speaking to doesn't think highly of even if you do? The answer is that one must be

very careful to speak as little as possible about others and when necessary to be very careful, because

it's quite possible that what you think is praise, to the other is degrading.

There's a story in the Gemara about one who gave out matches to people, and someone asked one of

them where he can get a light for a fire. The person answered, go to so-and-so, they spend their time

frying meat and fish. This could be viewed as their doing it on behalf of others, or it could be viewed

as all they do all day is eat meat and fish. The Gemara cites a story of R' Shimon son of Rebbi, where

Rebbi came across a document that he was unhappy with the way it was drawn. R' Shimon said: "I

didn't write it, it was so-and-so." Rebbi then told his son - flee from loshon hara. The opposite is also

the case, Rebbi found a book that he thought was well-written and he remarked to his son R' Shimon

that he was impressed with the book. R' Shimon again answered it wasn't' him it was so-and-so, once

again Rebbi said flee from loshon hara.

We must keep in mind the final pasuk in Kohelet: "For Hashem will judge every deed, even everything

hidden - whether good or evil", this means that every deed has a good and a bad side and Hashem

knows what the good side is and what the bad side is. We must be very careful of what we say. There

are times when it's permitted but we must be careful to only speak to people for whom there's a

purpose.

We find in the parsha the idea of tzoraat on the house, and Chazal tell us that the Amorites would hide

treasures  there  and  because  tzoraat  required  breaking  down  the  walls,  the  treasures  would  be

discovered. I was asked how it could be that a person is rewarded with a treasure for loshon hara, and

needing his house to be broken down. Perhaps one who finds the Amorite treasurer didn't have his

house broken down because of sin. One opinion in the Gemara is that the tzoraat of the house never

happened - a proof is that the Torah writes that Hashem spoke to Moshe and Aharon and said "when

you come to the land of Canaan", it doesn't say that they should speak to Bnei Yisrael. This means

that it only takes place when Moshe and Aharon will enter the land of Canaan which they never did.

Perhaps the Amorites really hid treasures, and when the Jewish people spent forty years in the desert

they took the treasures out from the walls.
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