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(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו - (ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita   Parashas Tetzaveh 5776 

 “Make for Me a Mikdash”  

The Passuk in Shemos (25:8) states, “And you will make 
for Me a Mikdash, and I will dwell amongst You.” The 
purpose of the Mitzvah for us to make a Mikdash is in order 
that Hashem should dwell amongst Bnei Yisrael. The Shemos 
Rabah (33:1) states that this is comparable to a king who had 
an only daughter. He married her off to a certain king. When 
the groom wanted to go back to his homeland after the 
wedding, his father-in-law made a request. He said, “I have 
given you my only daughter in marriage. I cannot part from 
her! However, I cannot tell you not to take her to your 
homeland, as she is your wife. I have one request. Wherever 
you go to live, please make a small guest room for me, so that 
I may visit you.”                                   

Similarly, Hashem said to Bnei Yisrael that He has given 
us the Torah. He cannot part from it completely. Therefore, 
Hashem says, wherever you go, build for Me a house so that I 
can stay with you. Regarding this house the Passuk states, 
“And you will make for Me a Mikdash.”                                             

The Torah is beloved to Hashem as an only daughter is to a 
father. The Torah preceded the creation of the world, and 
Hashem created the world based on the Torah. This is as 
Chazal say, “He looked at the Torah and created the world.” 
Even before the world was created, Hashem was involved 
with the Torah. This is as the Passuk in Mishlei (30:8) states, 
“And I will play with it every day.” In a certain sense, 
Hashem enjoys the Torah. This is why He says, “I cannot part 
from it.”                       

I Have Given You  Torah 

What does Hashem mean when He says, “I have given you 
the Torah?” The Torah is still in Heaven in a certain sense, as 
we know that in the Heavenly Yeshivah they are constantly 
learning Torah. Even though Chazal state that Moshe brought 
Torah “to the earth,” this would seem to mean “also to earth.” 
Why does it seem from this statement of Chazal that Torah is 
now primarily on earth?           

 The answer is that when Hashem gave the Torah to Bnei 
Yisrael, He gave them the final say in what the laws of the 
Torah are, and will always be. This is why the Passuk in 
Devarim (30:12) says, “It is not in Heaven.” This is why we 
find stories regarding sages on earth being asked to rule on 
questions that were asked in the Heavenly Yeshivah. For 
example, in the introduction to the Sefer Techeiles 
Mordechai, he relates that the Maharsham was asked by the 
Heavenly Court to rule on whether or not a certain person was 
in fact liable to receive death by the Heavenly Court. This was 
because the Maharsham was the leader of the generation, and 
therefore could issue such a ruling.  

This is another reason why Hashem wants to now dwell 
with Bnei Yisrael. His Torah is primarily decided upon on 
earth by the great sages of the generation. He therefore asks 
that we make for Him a place to live amongst us.                           

Shechinah – Kvod Shamayim 

When the Shechinah is amongst Klal Yisrael, there is more 
Kvod Shamayim (Heavenly Honor). The Gemara in Yoma 
(21b) cites that there was no Shechinah in the second Beis 
Ha’Mikdash. However, the Rambam (Hilchos Beis 
Ha’Bechirah 6:16) writes that the Shechinah never left the 
place of the Beis Ha’Mikdash, even after it was destroyed. 
How can we reconcile these seemingly contradictory 
statements?   

It is possible that the difference is in levels of Kvod 
Shamayim. There was much less Kvod Shamayim in the 
second Beis Ha’Mikdash. This is because there were many 
things that were missing from the second Beis Ha’Mikdash. 
Important holy items such as the Aron, Kapores (cover of the 
Aron), Keruvim, and Urim v’Tumim were missing. The fire 
that came down from Heaven to the altar every day of the first 
Beis Ha’Mikdash did not exist in the second Beis 
Ha’Mikdash.  

These things greatly enhanced the honor of Hashem. For 
example, the Gemara in Bava Basra (99a) states that the Aron 
miraculously was contained in the Kodesh Kadashim, even 
though the Aron was bigger than the Kodesh Kadashim! This 
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open miracle was not seen in the second Beis Ha’Mikdash, 
resulting in a lack of Kvod Shamayim.    

The Mitzvah to make a Mikdash was to enhance Kvod 
Shamayim as much as possible. This was done through the 
miracles that happened there, and through the service of the 
sacrifices that were brought daily. When the Kohanim 
performed these services with proper intent for the sake of 
Heaven, this brought tremendous honor to the name of 
Hashem.  

Therefore, the fact that the Shechinah is still in the place of 
the Beis Ha’Mikdash is not a contradiction to the fact that the 
Kvod Shamayim (and hence the presence of the Shechinah) is 
much less than it was when the first Beis Ha’Mikdash was 
present, and even less than it was when the second Beis 
Ha’Mikdash was present.                          

 Forever 

This is also what is meant by the Yalkut’s statement that 
whenever the Passuk says, “Li” – “for Me,” it is forever. The 
Yalkut says that this applies to the Passuk, “And they will 
make for me a Mikdash.” The Beis Ha’Mikdash exists 
forever. What does this Yalkut mean? We know that the Beis 
Ha’Mikdash was destroyed (and the Yalkut was written after 
this happened)! Rather, this means that the Beis Ha’Mikdash 
that is in Heaven will always exist. Even when there was a 
Beis Ha’Mikdash on earth, it had a corresponding Beis 
Ha’Mikdash in Heaven. This Beis Ha’Mikdash is never 
destroyed. [Rabeinu Bachye on Shemos (26:15) mentions the 
concept of a Heavenly Beis Ha’Mikdash that is never 
destroyed.]        

The Gemara in Chagigah (12b) discusses Shlomo 
Hamelech’s prayer upon completing the first Beis 
Ha’Mikdash. He said to Hashem, “I have built for you a 
house of Zvul, a place where You will dwell forever.” Zvul is 
the name of one of the seven Heavens. There is a Heavenly 
version of Yerushalayim there, as well as a Beis Ha’Mikdash 
with an altar. The Gemara at the end of Menachos (110a) 
derives that the angel Michael constantly sacrifices Korbanos 
there every day. This means that he does so even when there 
is no Beis Ha’Mikdash on earth.       

Tosfos there quotes a Medrash that says that the 
“sacrifices” brought by Michael are the souls of the righteous. 
This bears clarification. What does this mean?    

It seems that this means that Michael offers the good deeds 
of the righteous as sacrifices before Hashem. These are the 
“souls” of the righteous, meaning how the righteous have 
purified their souls. These acts caused great honor to Hashem 
in the world, as His Will was done. These actions do not just 

increase Kvod Shamayim on earth, but also in Heaven. We 
know that good deeds done on earth have a ripple effect in 
Heaven as well (see Nefesh Ha’Chaim Shar Alef where he 
discusses this at length). Even when there is no Beis 
Hamikdash, these spiritual offerings of the righteous are 
constantly brought as sacrifices to Hashem.       

   The Purpose  of Creation 

The Gemara in Berachos (8a) states that from the day that 
the Beis Hamikdash was destroyed, Hashem only has in His 
world the four cubits of Halachah. The Rambam writes in his 
introduction to the Mishnayos that before the Torah was 
given, the world was also deemed to be good. There were 
great righteous people, such as Shem, Ever, the Avos, and 
more who lived lives full of service of Hashem. Even though 
the Avos learned Torah, they were not obligated to act in 
accordance with Halachah, as the Torah was not yet given. 
Does this mean that at this time, before the giving of the 
Torah, the world was not the way Hashem wanted it to be?     

The Rambam prefaces his explanation by saying that 
everything in the world is made for a purpose. When a person 
makes a vessel, he does so intending that it be used for a 
specific purpose. The purpose of the world is in order that 
man should use the world. The air is for us to breath, and the 
water is for us to drink. However, we do not know all of the 
secrets of the universe, and the exact purpose of every single 
thing created by Hashem. We are constantly finding out more 
reasons why something was created in the world.       

Hashem did not create this world for the nations of the 
world. In the beginning of his commentary on Chumash, 
Rashi explains that the world was created for Bnei Yisrael 
that are called, “the first.” The nations of the world were 
created to help us fulfill our purpose. When they are punished, 
it is to signal us that we must rectify our deeds (see Yevamos 
63a). What is the purpose of Bnei Yisrael? The purpose of 
Bnei Yisrael is that they should accept the Torah. 

Accordingly, the statement that all Hashem has is the 
four cubits of Halachah means that the entire purpose and 
perfection of the world was for the person who would 
perfect himself by studying and keeping the laws of the 
Torah. The whole world was created for him!  

The Gemara in Berachos (6b) explains that when the 
Passuk states in Koheles, “For this is all of man,” it means 
that all of mankind was created to be the “staff” of the world 
for this person who is involved in Torah and Mitzvos. The 
Rambam explains that the rest of the world is here “to take 
away this person’s sadness and the boredom of his 
loneliness.” He should feel good, and not isolated and empty. 
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He should be able to learn Torah and Mitzvos with a good 
mindset and without difficulty.            

The end of Pirkei Avos states, “Whatever Hashem created, 
He only created for His honor.” This is as the Passuk states, 
“Whatever is called on My Name, and for My Honor, I have 
created, formed, and even made.” All of the Heavenly worlds 
were created to increase Kvod Shamayim. If Chazal state that 
Hashem only has the four cubits of Halachah, then it is clear 
that this increases Kvod Shamayim.   

Metzuyanim B’Halachah   

The Gemara in Berachos (ibid.) similarly quotes the 
Passuk, “Hashem loves the gates of Tzion more than all of the 
dwellings of Yaakov.” The Gemara asks, what does this 
mean? The Gemara answers that this means that Hashem 
loves the gates that are marked with Halachah more than all 
of the shuls and Batei Medrash. This indicates that there are 
many levels of the presence of the Shechinah. There was a 
Beis Ha’Mikdash, Mishkan, Mishkan Shilo, Nov, and Givon. 
There were different levels of Shechinah in all of these places, 
with the most being in the Beis Hamikdash built by Shlomo 
Ha’Melech.          

The Gemara in Megilah (29a) states that shuls and Batei  
Medrash are called a “Mikdash Me’at” – “small Mikdash.” 
The presence of the Shechinah there is a small percentage of 
the presence of the Shechinah in the Beis Ha’Mikdash. This is 
because they are places where there is an increase of Kvod 
Shamayim through prayer and the learning of Torah. 
Therefore, there are laws regarding shuls that are similar to 
the laws regarding the Beis Ha’Mikdash. This is as the Rema 
(Orach Chaim 152) states that it is forbidden to break a stone 
off of a shul building. Since it is forbidden to do this to the 
Beis Ha’Mikdash, it is similarly forbidden to do this to a shul 
or Beis Medrash.              

 Even though shuls and Batei Medrash are holy, places of 
Halachah are holier. What are these places? Rashi explains 
that these are places where many people gather to learn 
Halachah. While in a shul there are ten people who pray, and 
in a Beis Medrash there are individuals who learn, a gathering 
place of Halachah is a place where the public studies 
Halachah. The amount of Kvod Shamayim in that place is 
proportionate to the amount of people who gather there to 
learn Halachah.                   

     Davening  Where One Learns          

The Gemara in Berachos (ibid.) continues that Abaye used 
to originally Daven in shul. Once he realizes the great 
holiness of a gathering place of Halachah, he started to Daven 

there instead (where he learned Torah). The Gemara similarly 
relates that while there were many shuls in Tiveria, Rebbi 
Ami and Rebbi Asi only Davened where they studied Torah.                     

A place where Torah is studied is holier than a place where 
people Daven. The Beis Ha’Mikdash was a place that was 
designated for prayer, as stated at length by Shlomo 
Ha’Melech (see Melachim 1, ch.8). However, the Gemara in 
Tamid (31b) relates that the Kohanim used to Daven in the 
Lishkas Ha’Gazis, which is where the Sanhedrin would study 
Torah and pass down judgments in Torah law. The Rosh in 
Tamid indeed explains that they specifically Davened there 
because a person’s prayer is accepted more readily if he prays 
within the four cubits of Halachah.  

This shows how important it is for Yeshivah boys to Daven 
in their Yeshivah instead of in a local shul. Many boys indeed 
tell me that they feel a greater spiritual connection when they 
Daven in Yeshivah.                       

Strengthening Sedarim  

The amount of Kvod Shamayim in a Beis Medrash is 
proportionate to the amount of people who gather there to 
learn Torah. In a certain sense, it can be said that if less 
people than normal are in the Beis Medrash, it is a time of 
destruction. There is less presence of the Shechinah there, 
meaning that there is less Kvod Shamayim. This is similar to 
the result of the destruction of the Beis Hamikdash, namely a 
decrease in Kvod Shamayim.         

We must therefore be vigilant to maintain or increase Kvod 
Shamayim at times when some are lax in this area. For 
example, some people come late to second Seder. I remember 
a time when almost everyone came on time to Seder, and 
people were even embarrassed to enter the Beis Medrash if 
they were somewhat late to Seder. This is how it should be! If 
people need to rest, they should utilize their Bein Ha’Sedarim 
for resting! If people are constantly coming late to second 
Seder, this is similar to the result of the destruction of the Beis 
Hamikdash, in that there is a decrease in Kvod Shamayim. 
Every single person has a responsibility to fix his decrease in 
Kvod Shamayim.        

The Gemara in Berachos (6b) states that a person who 
gladdens a Chassan and Kallah is similar to a person who 
builds one of the ruins of Yerushalayim. It seems that the 
simple explanation of this Gemara is that Yerushalayim was 
destroyed due to baseless hatred among Jews. When a person 
practices Mitzvos Bein Adam l’Chaveiro, indicating his good 
Middos and good will towards his fellow Jew, this rectifies 
the sin of the destruction, and so to speak helps rebuild 
Yerushalayim.  
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The reason that the Gemara states, “builds one of the ruins” 
and not just “builds Yerushalayim,” is because each person is 
responsible for his portion of rebuilding Yerushalayim. A 
person who is acting according to the Torah is someone who 
is considered to have rebuilt the ruin he is responsible for, and 
if it would only be up to him, Yerushalayim would already 
have been rebuilt. However, since there are other Jews who 
have not yet done their part to rebuild Yerushalayim, 
Moshiach has not yet come.                     

Similarly, if a person is someone who comes to Seder on 
time, he has enhanced Kvod Shamayim, and ensured that this 
time in the Beis Medrash is not a time of destruction. He also 
positively influences others to come on time. Often times this 
presents a great opportunity to whoever is willing to seize it. 
The question is, who will be the first one to influence others 
to come on time to Seder by always being there on time? Let 
us hope that many people will be “the first.”                      

May Hashem grant us Siyata Dishmaya to enable us to 
strengthen ourselves by coming promptly to Seder. With 
Hashem’s help, may we merit that there should be a 
tremendous amount of Kvod Shamayim, and may we see the 
rebuilding of the Beis Ha’Mikdash!         

    

               

 

 
 

(This discourse was delivered in Adar I 5776.) 
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