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 פרשת קרח 
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah 
and our dear daughter, Chaviva. 

 
 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל

 

   

)א, חי" (ויקח קרח בן יצהר בן קהת בן לוי"  “Korach son of Yitzhar son of Kehas son of Levi took” 
 What did Korach take?  He took honor for himself.  “The essence of yiddishkeit is to proceed with virtue and simplicity, without guile.  We look at everything that we do and see Hashem in it – without paying any attention to our own honor.  We only care whether it brings honor to Hashem.  If it will – we do it.  If not – we refrain.”1  

השער אל ד' –תמימות    Wholesomeness – the Gate to Hashem 
 The most wholesome thing and the sweetest thing in the world is to serve our Creator with the peak of innocence.  The wholesome individual is complete – he lacks nothing.  For, is one clings to Hashem, he has attained the highest level possible – nothing can be missing.  Rebbe Nachman taught that the essence of yiddishkeit is to proceed with wholesomeness and simplicity – if a person follows his own intellect and wisdom, he can fall into mistakes and obstacles and find himself enmeshed in evil.  That is what happened to Korach.  Korach was brilliant but smug.  He was an intellectual.  He asked Moshe whether a tallis made entirely of tcheiles requires tzitzis.  When Moshe responded that it did, Korach and his band mocked – it was not logical.  They asked about a house full of sefarim, whether it required a mezuzah.  When Moshe said it did – they again 
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scoffed because it too sounded unreasonable to them.  We love wholesomeness.  We want to keep the Torah even if we do not always understand its logic.  “It is not the insect that causes impurity nor is it the mikvah that purifies – rather, I have proclaimed an edict, I have issued a decree – and you are not permitted to question it.”  “We will do and we will listen” is the slogan of the Jewish people.  First we do, only then so we listen to the reason.  When a person lives wholesomely – he is always happy with his lot.  Even when he is lacking – he is happy.  He never sees the lack as something negative because Hashem runs the world.  Hashem knows what He is doing; Hashem gives every person exactly what he needs for his correction – so that he may draw closer to Hashem.  The wholesome person is not jealous of anyone – he does not have an attitude of “I am owed.”  Korach, despite his greatness, did not understand that it was Hashem’s will to choose Moshe and Aharon.  At first glance, Korach seems difficult to understand.  To rebel against Moshe, to rebel against the messenger of Hashem, who had performed so many miracles?  Jealousy muddled his mind.  When a person is consumed with feelings of envy, he is ready to lose everything – to fall completely apart, so long as he hurts the other person.  Jealousy 
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removes a person from the world.  It is Gehinnom incarnate.  Korach and his assembly “descended alive to the depths.”  Wholesomeness is impossible without humility and modesty – those were Moshe’s characteristics and Korach was lacking them.  We must see ourselves as nothing – but only ourselves, not the souls we have received.  We cannot lose bitachon and feel inferior, that we are not worthy, that anyone can degrade us.  We must remember that we are the King’s children.  We have received an inheritance worth billions from our Father.  We must remember that everything is from our Father, from the King.  As soon as a person thinks he is comparable to Moshe Rabbeinu, that he has achieved Moshe’s levels – he turns into Korach.  Korach thought he was Moshe Rabbeinu!  While Moshe thought he was Korach!  Moshe always thought, “Who am I really?  I am not worthy of davening, of learning.”  When Moshe davened and learned - he recognized it as a gift from Hashem.  Moshe, who was the humblest of all, merited rising level after level, without limit.  However, Korach, who was arrogant and thought that he was Moshe, descended to the lowest point - until the Earth swallowed him alive.  Prayer to the Creator, with purity, from the depths of the heart, splits heavens and reaches the Throne of Glory.  There is nothing as capable of altering nature as prayer.  Leah Imeinu was destined to marry Esau – but the power of her prayer, from the depths of her heart, changed her fortunes and she married Yaakov Avinu, and even raised the majority of the shevatim.  Only Hashem can provide a long awaited change – our only choice is tefilla.  All we can do is daven.  “There is no intellect that can grasp how high the prayers of the Jewish people can reach, even those of the lowest people.  Especially, when we daven for what troubles our souls, for being distant from Hashem.”2 
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When we daven with virtuousness, with strong emuna, with crying and supplication - it has unlimited power.  The Zohar tells the story of R’ Yose of Peki’in, who died and was brought back to life by the bitter crying of his young son.  A Jewish mother who sheds tears for her children, with simplicity and wholesomeness, is capable of effecting tremendous changes in Heaven.  R’ Yisroel Dov Ber of Vilednik, the author of the “She’eris Yisroel,” told that his mother was so righteous that despite not being able to read Hebrew, was a master of prayer – crying and pleading incessantly.  Once, one of the Shabbos candles was extinguished and she cried to Hashem until the candle relit itself!  R’ Yisroel was counseling a certain woman in how to conduct her life.  The woman responded, “If the Rebbe promises me a son like him, I will heed all of the Rebbe’s counsel…”  He replied, “If you want a son like me … you must be like my mother …”  She asked what his mother had been like and he told the following story: “When I was four or five years old, my father died and my mother raised me alone until I was nine or ten years of age – then she fell ill.  Realizing that her days were numbered, she summoned me to her sickbed and asked me to bring her a sefer.  I knew that my mother could not read Hebrew, so I was surprised by her request and I asked her which sefer to bring.  She answered, ‘Any sefer.’  I brought here a large volume of the Rif.  She took the Rif in her hands and she cried, ‘Holy letters, please go before the Creator and beg him for my son, Yisroel Ber, to grow up to be a G-d fearing Jew.’  She knew that she would no longer be able to raise me and teach me and she was so worried about me.”  When he concluded the story, he said, “Now do you understand who my mother was?  When you will be like my mother, you will have a son like me…”  Her prayers pierced all of the Heavens – the holy letters of the sefer did their job and the child grew up to be a renowned and holy tzaddik.  Prayer is so powerful.  Moshe Rabbeinu asked Hashem not to accept the prayers of Korach and 
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his assembly.  “Do not turn to their gift-offering!”3  Astounding!  Why was Moshe concerned about their prayers?  Their intent was not for Heaven’s sake – it was for their own honor – why suspect that their prayers would be accepted?  This illustrates how powerful prayer is.  If Korach and his 250 followers would have prayed, from the depths of their hearts, to the Master of the World – it is possible that HKB”H would have accepted their tefillos.  A Jew who lives and serves Hashem wholesomely has emuna that every Jew is good.  Only Hashem can read thoughts and know what is in hearts.  We cannot.  We must judge everyone favorably and look for the good in every Jew.  If we truly want this, we will find it easily.  Most vitally, we must run from discord.  Conflict is the most harmful thing in the world.  When conflict burns in one’s heart – he can see or hear nothing else.  The severity of the punishment for one who engages in quarrels is terrifying.  The Heavenly tribunal does not punish someone younger than twenty years old.  However, in the story of Korach, even newborn babies were punished.  To this day, wherever there is discord, there are sparks of Korach and his assembly.  We must flee from arguments as if from fire.  Hashem wants unity.  When Rebbe Nachman was about to die, he said, “If you only strengthen your harmony, you will be worthy people.”  Where there is love and unity – the Shechina rests.  When a person is overly cunning, overly scornful – he has no vitality and maintains no connections.  Mockery is most destructive – it makes a joke of all of our obligations in life.  There are people who aspire to be tzaddikim and accept very elevated customs upon themselves.  Rather than encourage them and experience “positive envy” – people mock them.  Even if this new behavior is only superficial initially – we must still encourage because hearts are drawn after actions. 
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 “Why must we complain about a young and pure person who heeds the words of Chazal and aspires to be great?  Would it be better for him to aspire to be a hoodlum?  Rightfully, we should praise one whose eyes look upwards.  Instead, the mockers and scorners knock down those who wish to improve, until they go back to swallowing most of the words of benching, finishing Shemona Esrei in 30 seconds and busying their minds with mundane matters.  “Rabbeinu Yonah refers to one who ridicules a Jew who aspires for greatness and wishes to be better as ‘haters of G-d.’  It is not agreeable to him that there are those who love the Creator of the World and try to give Him delight and elevate themselves.  If he would truly love Hashem, even if he himself does not have these aspirations, his life’s goal would be to strengthen, encourage and support those fortunate few who do strive to increase Heaven’s honor with their conduct.”4  The joy of a wholesome person is the joy of a person whose tries to neutralize and struggle against self-importance, ego, honor and all of the things that can interrupt and confuse him – he succeeds in casting them aside.  True wholesomeness is the knowledge that “there is nothing aside from Hashem,” that everything is from Hashem and the ability to accept everything that happens with joy.  We have not yet managed that.  We have not yet managed the ever-present recognition that there is nothing aside from Hashem and, therefore, there is no cause for worry, confusion or regret.  We have not attained this wholesomeness but we proceed ahead to greet it, understand it, learn it.  Intellectually, we comprehend it and we try to fill our souls with it – each person at his level.  Wholesomeness is the highest attribute.  Of all of Yaakov Avinu’s amazing attributes, he is praised as a “wholesome man.”  Dovid Hamelech said, “I shall concern myself with the way of 
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 תפילה
 Master of the World!  Help me see that everything is a gift from You and I must say thank You – not superficially, to really feel Your love and compassion.  I finished writing a section, so thank You Father because I know that every word is attributed to You, every thought comes from You.  You give me everything – without You, nothing would happen.  A thought suddenly flashed through my mind that helped me understand better, helped me identify how I feel and what I want to happen and what I am afraid of and I did not let it pass – I stood up and said a short prayer.  Thank You Father – I know that everything that is happening is from You: my thoughts, my words, my joy – all gifts You sent me.  Master of the World!  Teach me to accept whatever transpires with joy, at the moment that it occurs.  Help me realize that it is from You, no one else does anything to me.  It is all Your doing, Father, and all from Your love for me.  I am still so far because I am still rattled, upset and worried when things do not go as I want – and I always forget that “there is nothing aside from You.  I must remember that everything comes from You and Your compassion - and therefore, be calm and joyful.  Master of the World!  Help me be happy with who I am – not to feel so small next to all of the tzaddikim and talmidei chochomim that I see around me.  Help me be happy with my yiddishkeit, with my good desires, even if they have not yet been realized.  Help me see myself honestly – that despite my weaknesses, I am still the King’s son and I have a holy soul, even if it is still enslaved in a body.  I must sanctify it.  I so love to talk to You.  I have struggled for so many years to overcome the yetzer hora and to cling to You.  Even though I have not yet succeeded – I have no life without You.  

Have an awesome, uplifting and wonderful Shabbos, Dov Elias 
 

Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions. ©Dov Elias 5776. (973)9-EMUNA-9                                            תשע"ו      ג' תמוז                          – July 9, 2016 For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at LightofEmuna@dovelias.com 
 
 

wholesomeness.  When will You come to me?”5  If we follow this path – Hashem comes to us and then, we lack nothing.  The smallest Jew who sets time for learning and davening, who tries to fix his actions and character traits, who turns to Hashem with simple words, sincerely, who accepts life’s challenges with love and emuna – is the adornment that Hashem gilds Himself with.  Wholesomeness is sharing everything that happens with HKB”H – laying all of our options and doubts on the table.  “True, You know everything, Father, and I am not telling You anything new.  However, I want to live this situation with You and I must speak it and I need Your listening, understanding and closeness.”  Words like these, which emanate from a pure and emuna-filled heart, bring us to amazing Divine closeness.  When a person experiences a 
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sudden inspiration for personal prayer, he must not push it off for a “more appropriate time and/or place.”  It is liable to dissipate and not return.  We must grasp the opportunity – words from the heart can effect salvation.  A dry heart, a heart of stone cannot feel Hashem.  We must tell Hashem about this.  “Master of the World, I have grown so far from You that I cannot even talk to You.  Have mercy on me.  Open my mouth so I can speak to You and express what is in my heart.”  Wholesomeness is the gateway to Hashem – just as arrogance, jealousy and strife are the gateway out.  Korach’s bitter end must serve as a warning to run away from any quarrel or conflict, even when we are sure that our motives are purely for Heaven’s sake.  We must take the path of peace – and fight ego, envy and mockery – via emuna and wholesomeness.      


