
 

Noach – A Man of Small Faith 

 

And the Lord saw that the evil of man was great in the earth, and 

every imagination of his heart was only evil all the time. And the 

Lord regretted that He had made man upon the earth, and He 

became grieved in His heart. And the Lord said, "I will blot out 

man, whom I created, from upon the face of the earth, from man 

to cattle to creeping thing, to the fowl of the heavens, for I regret 

that I made them." But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. 

These are the generations of Noach, Noach was a righteous man 

he was perfect in his generations; Noach walked with G-d. (Breishis 

6:5-8) 

(Adapted from The Shmuz by Rav BenZion Shafier) 

The Torah declares Noach was a righteous man. Not just 

righteous, but an individual who towered over 10 generations. 

From the time of Creation Mankind suffered a steady moral 

decline. Finally, after 10 generations of enduring man's growing 

iniquity, Hashem saw that Mankind was so corrupt there was no 

option except to eradicate them from the face of the earth. Evil 

permeated the entire Earth to such an extent that everyone, and 

every living being would be destroyed. Everything except for one. 

In all those generations, out of all those millions of people, only 

one individual stood out and was worth saving: Noach. He was 

such a tzaddik that Hashem chose him to be the single person to 

rebuild the human race. 

We must realize how great Noach was. Imagine Rav Moshe 

Feinstein at the age of 40, He was already a gadol and a tzaddik. 

At the age of 70, he had grown to be a colossal gadol. At 90 his 

stature towered over everyone. When Hashem first came to 

Noach he was 480 years old. 480 years of serving Hashem. It was 

then that Hashem declared Noach was a tzaddik. Now 120 years 

later at the age of 600 he must have been pure and holy. 

Hashem came to Noach in a prophesy and told him that his entire 

generation was wicked and would be destroyed. Only he, his 

family, and certain select animals would be saved. For 120 years 

Noach built the Ark. Many of the Rishonim ask, “Why did 

Hashem ask Noach to build the tayvah? If Hashem wanted to 

destroy the generation and save Noach, there are many ways He 

could have done it. Why trouble this tzaddik to draw the plans, 

cut the wood, and fit together the pieces? Hashem could have 

miraculously saved him without making him into a carpenter. 

Rashi answers that Hashem wanted to give the generation one 

final opportunity to do teshuvah. When Noach would work on 

the tayvah, people would see him and ask, “What are you 

building?” 

“Hashem told me He is going to destroy the world,” he would 

answer. “The only hope is to repent. Do teshuvah.” 

For 120 years, while he was building the tayvah, Noach was on a 

mission to convince his neighbors that Hashem was going to 

bring a mabul and destroy the inhabited world . . . unless they 

changed their ways. 120 years of persistent mussar. 

During these 120 years the entire populace scoffed him.  

Hey Noach, what are you doing? 

I'm building an ark. 

What do you need an ark for? 

Hashem is bringing a flood. 

Why? 

Because you are wicked. 

Noach suffered tremendous ridicule for this preposterous claim. 

And in spite of all the scorn and mockery he persisted and for 120 

years he built the tayvah. By this time Noach must have elevated 

himself to an extraordinary height in emunah. 

Then Hashem again appeared to Noach. In another seven days 

there would be a flood. Gather animals, pairs of non-kosher 

animals and sevens of kosher animals and bring them into the 

Ark. 

That was an impossible task. How could Noach single-handedly 

bring so many and varied animals into the Ark in only one week. 

He would have to go into all the fields, all the forests, all the 

world, to gather a massive zoo! But nothing is too hard for 

Hashem. At the appointed hour, a parade of animals suddenly 

emerged from the forest and made a bee-line for the Ark. All of 

the animals in exactly the right numbers came on their own and 

entered the Ark. 

Then it started raining. For seven days it rained harder and 

harder. All the nonbelievers suddenly woke up and realized that 

Noach was serious. They besieged the Ark and tried to force their 

way in. But Hashem sent an army of lions and bears to encircle 

the Ark and prevent anyone from entering.  

And Noach, his sons, and his wife came into the tayvah because 

of the waters of the flood. (Bereishis 7:7) 

Rashi – Because of the waters of the flood – Even Noach was 

from those who are small in belief. He believed and he didn’t 

believe that Hashem would bring the flood. Therefore, he 

didn’t go into the tayvah until the water forced him in. 

When the flood actually began, the posuk says that Noach and 

his family went into the Ark “because of the waters of the flood.” 

Rashi observes that these words imply that it was the water that 

caused Noach to go into the tayva, not Hashem’s command. 

Chazal tell us that it wasn't until the water was up to his thighs 

that Noach finally entered.  

Therefore, Rashi says that Noach was “One of small emunah who 

believed and didn’t believe.” On one hand, he believed that 

Hashem would bring the flood, but on the other, he didn’t believe 

it would happen. Therefore, he didn’t actually go into the tayvah 

until the rain forced him in. 

This Rashi is so difficult to understand especially when we take 

into account the background of the event. He had heard directly 

from Hashem that the flood was coming. He believed it so 

intensely he embarked on a career of singlehandedly building a 



 

massive boat to survive the flood in spite of being ridiculed. He 

lectured the people for 120 years urging them to do teshuva. He 

now was witness to the miracle of the animals making a beeline 

for the tayvah in just the right numbers, together with a 

bodyguard of lions and bears to protect him and his family from 

the mob of people clamoring to get in.  

How is it possible that such a man could believe and yet not 

believe? The water was up to his thighs. How could he even 

entertain any notion that the flood was not about to happen? 

The Nature of Man 

The answer to this question is based on understanding the nature 

of man and free-will.  

If I ask you if a malach (angel) has free-will you undoubtedly will 

respond that they do not. A malach is pure spirituality and 

cannot do other than the will of G-d. However, we find several 

instances when malachim did not do exactly as they were told 

and were consequently punished. The earth was commanded to 

"bring forth trees of fruit which produce fruit." The tree itself was 

supposed to taste like the fruit. But the (malach of the) earth 

didn't follow instructions and "brought forth trees which produce 

fruit." Consequently when Adam was punished, the earth was 

punished with him.  

When the malachim came to S'dom to save Lot they told him "For 

we are destroying this place, because their cry has become great 

before the Lord." This was a mistake because it gave the 

impression that they were destroying the city and not Hashem. 

Therefore they immediately corrected themselves and said, "and 

the Lord has sent us to destroy it." However for this mistake they 

were punished and could not return to Heaven for another 150 

years. When Yaakov had the vision of the angels ascending the 

ladder, Targum Yonason (Bereishis 28:12) tells us that these were 

the malachim who had saved Lot. Only now after meeting Yaakov 

Avinu were they given permission to return to Shomayim. 

So we see that even malachim have free-will. We also have this 

type of free-will. You have free-will to put your hand in fire, 

theoretically. But you won't because you see the consequences 

quite clearly. It's going to give you excruciating pain. You can 

jump off the roof of a skyscraper. But you won't because you have 

a vivid image of how you'll go splat. Malachim (theoretically) 

have free will, but they have such a sharp understanding of the 

consequences of thwarting Hashem's will they simply cannot do 

it. When a malach exercises his free-will contrary to Hashem's 

command it is an error in calculation. The malach determined, 

incorrectly, that a slightly different course of action will better 

serve Hashem's honor. However, this is different than our 

free-will. 

When Hashem created Man, He was confronted with a 

tremendous problem. Man has to have free-will. Free-will is the 

key to Man's success. In order to gain Olam Haba a person has to 

go through a lifetime of tests, and that requires the ability to 

thwart Hashem's authority. However, Man was created with a 

divine soul which imparted him with an extraordinary intellect, 

even greater than malachim. With this intellect he would be like 

an angel and could do no wrong. Hashem's job was to give this 

individual something to dull his intellect. This is the nefesh 

habehami, the animal side of him. Hashem joined together two 

divergent elements and fused them into one entity. The divine 

part of me wants only to do what is right and proper, only wishes 

for that which is good, and yearns to be close to Hashem. This 

part of me, the Nefesh Ha’Sichli or the spiritual soul, is untainted, 

pure intellect. It is the part of me that understands exactly why I 

was created. 

However, there is another part of me, a nefesh habehami or a 

physical soul. This other part is also vibrant and has needs, but 

its aspirations, drives, and desires only relate to that which is 

physical. It only sees the here and now. In its world, if I can’t hear 

it, feel it, or see it, it doesn’t exist. 

When I engage in any spiritual activity, these two components of 

me are in direct conflict. For instance, when I daven, part of me 

feels a deep, inner yearning to grow ever closer to Hashem, and 

part of me is bored. Part of me is aglow because I am connecting 

to my Creator, and part of me just doesn’t care. The nefesh 

habehami doesn’t see Hashem, can’t relate to Hashem, and 

therefore doesn’t have any interest in anything spiritual. 

Whenever I deal with monetary matters, my Divine side wants to 

be upright and straight. But my dark side is selfish and is looking 

for some shady avenue in order to make a few bucks. It's wrong? 

I just don't care! A person is in constant tension between these 

two sides of his being. 

As long as a person lives, there will be a part of his essence that 

denies the existence of Hashem, not because that part is 

rebellious, nor because it wants to do anything wrong, but 

because it is incapable of seeing anything that isn’t physical. The 

more a person grows, the more clearly he relates to his spiritual 

side, and the less the nefesh habehami clouds his vision. 

However, whatever a person does, he is in conflict. Part of him 

sees very clearly the true goal of life, and part of him is living in 

darkness and makes everything blurry and murky. As long as I 

am housed in a body, this darkness remains a part of me. 

The answer to our question above seems to be that Noach was a 

real believer. He had a powerful, unwavering emunah that 

everything that Hashem said would happen, would indeed come 

true. But that was only part of him. There was another part of 

Noach (however microscopic and miniscule) that didn’t see 

Hashem, couldn’t relate to Him, and couldn’t see anything 

beyond the here and the now. That part denied that there would 

ever be a flood. 

Even an ish tzaddik, who spent 120 years engaged in teaching that 

Hashem was going to bring a flood, was still a human, and as 

such, he couldn’t fully see it happening. It wasn’t until the rain 

pushed him in that it became real to him, and then he went into 

the tayvah. 

The Darkness of Physicality 

This concept is very relevant to us because this is the crux of the 

battle a person experiences until his dying moment. No matter 

what level a person has reached, there will always be a part of 

him that denies anything spiritual. There will always be a part of 

me that feels alone in this world because it cannot see Hashem, 

nor even relate to anything that is not physical. However, there is 

another full dimension of me that intuitively knows that Hashem 

is right here, running the world, involved in every detail of my 

life. 

Wishing everyone a Gut Shabbos! 
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