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Friday 10:59:17 PM –- RYYA DLWM 

Rosh Chodesh is Sunday and Monday 
Times courtesy of MyZmanim.com and 

EzrasTorah.org  

Now You Know 
When Rosh Chodesh falls out on 
Sunday like this week, we read the 
Haftorah of Machar Chodesh. 

It recounts the story of Yehonason 

and Dovid, (Jonathan and David) son 
and son-in-law of King Shaul. 

The king began to hate Dovid 
because he feared that he would 

usurp the throne (even though by 
Divine will) and take it away from his 
son, Yehonason. 

For his part, Yehonason had nothing 
but love and admiration for Dovid and 

he felt that Dovid was more worthy of 
the throne than he. 

They used the Rosh Chodesh feasts 
as a means of testing King Shaul’s 
deepest feelings and when it was 

clear that he intended to kill Dovid, 
Yehonason conveyed to Dovid that he 
had to run away. 

The Haftorah ends with the two 
embracing and vowing that they and 

their children would remain friends for 
all time. 

Ironically, King Shaul felt that his son 
was casting away his due place in 

history by willingly relinquishing the 
throne, but it is precisely this 
greatness of spirit and humility that 
earned Yehonason eternal honor as 
the paradigm of a true friend. 

Thought of the week: 

Humility is not thinking less 
of yourself; it’s thinking of 
yourself less. 

(WK:ZU ARQYW)  „.HNXMB ABY IK YRXAW OYMB WRsB JXRW WYDGB SBKY LZAZEL RYEsH TA XLwMHW‰ 
“And the one who casts the goat to Azazel shall immerse his clothing and flesh 
[in a mikveh] and then he may enter the camp.” (Leviticus 16:26) 
Part of the Yom Kippur service was the selection of two matching goats. One was 
sacrificed as an offering to HaShem and slaughtered in the Temple. The other had the sins 
of the Jewish People recited over it and then was cast over a cliff in the desert wasteland. It 
went to “Azazel,” a desolate place representing the angel of the evil inclination.  

The person who took the goat out and cast it away was called an ‘Ish iti,’ literally the man of 
the hour, and he was prepared for these occasions to follow this procedure. There were 
rest areas along the way with water in case he got thirsty (even though it was Yom Kippur.) 
He trekked out to the place he knew well and cast the goat over the rocky cliff where it 
would surely be dashed to pieces. This represented the casting away of the Jews’ sins, as 
well as a ‘peace offering’ to the Prosecuting Angel to encourage him to leave the Jewish 
People alone on this day. 

The fact that this messenger would become impure is intriguing. The goat was thrown off 
while alive and we know that a living creature does not become impure nor impart impurity 
to another. Why then should this man have to immerse himself and his clothing? 

The Zohar explains the two goats, one for G-d and the other which He ordains for the angel 
He has appointed to tempt the world to sin, represent the fact that it’s not enough to cling to 
the goodness of G-d, but one must also repudiate the evil forces around him. Perhaps, 
then, the fact that the person casting the goat away must wash himself is to ingrain in us 
the idea that simple proximity to evil can leave an impact, even if one does not succumb. 

There is another idea here as well. The fellow chosen to carry off the goat was very 
special. He was trustworthy and helped to effect forgiveness for the entire nation. We see 
how important he was from the fact that he was even allowed to drink if he needed to 
(miraculously this was never the case.) It is possible, then, that this person might begin to 
become arrogant and prideful about his status and special role. 

A further clue to this is that the Yerushalmi in Yoma says the impurity only comes when 
one person is sent to cast off the goat. If two were sent, they would not become impure. 
This fits with our concept. When two are sent a person doesn’t feel so unique but when he 
is the only one chosen, he may begin to feel superior to others. 

The Torah tells us that a haughty heart is an abomination to HaShem. An arrogant person 
is likened to an idolatrous Ashera tree which should be cut down and HaShem says, “He 
and I cannot dwell together.” 

Therefore, the man who cast the goat over the cliff was reminded of how pride could make 
him filthy and was required to immerse himself and his clothing. Only then could he come 
back to the camp, the dwelling place of the Shechina, for now that he was once again 
humble, he no longer drove away the Shechina, the holy countenance of the Al-mighty.  

A young man once came to the Steipler Gaon, R’ Yaakov Yisrael Kanievsky z”l with a problem. 
“I am having a very difficult time with the test of gaavah (arrogance)” he said. 

The Steipler nodded knowingly and asked, “Are you very rich?” The boy shook his head. His 
family was not particularly wealthy. “Ah,” said the sage. “Are you exceptionally intelligent?” 
Once again, the boy replied in all honesty that he was perhaps above average but certainly no 
genius. “I see,” he replied. “Do you feel you are very good-looking?” Again, the boy demurred. 

“So tell me,” asked the Steipler Gaon, “exactly what do you have to be arrogant about?!” 
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Lag B’Omer is coming,Lag B’Omer is coming,Lag B’Omer is coming,Lag B’Omer is coming,    

With weddings galore.With weddings galore.With weddings galore.With weddings galore.    

When you get up tWhen you get up tWhen you get up tWhen you get up to speak, o speak, o speak, o speak,     

Will you sound like a boor?Will you sound like a boor?Will you sound like a boor?Will you sound like a boor?    
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Trust me on this. It’s 
a good idea. 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   
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