
 

 

 בס"ד

Tetzaveh 5776-Going Up 

 In this week’s parsha Hashem instructs Moshe in the mitzvah of kindling the Menorah 

in the Ohel Mo’aid. “...Shemen zayis zach kasis lama’or leha’alos ner tamid” –  

” ...Pure olive oil, crushed for lighting, to kindle the lamps continually. The word leha’alos 

literally translates as “to raise”. [Because of this, Rashi explains that during the act of kindling, 

the Torah requires that one should keep the flame that is the ignitor close to the wick until the 

flame has completely caught the wick.] By piggybacking on the remazim of Rabainu Bachaya 

in this passuk perhaps we can suggest another reason why the Torah uses the unusual word 

leha’alos. 

 Rabainu Bachaya tells us that this passuk hints to the three Batai Mikdash-Temples in 

Jewish history; the two already in our rearview mirror, and the one still to come. The first two 

Temples, he says, are referenced in the word Kasis, spelled kaf, tav, yud and tav. The first two 

letters have the numerical value of 420, a hint to the 2nd Bais Hamikdash that stood for that 

amount of years. The last two letters have the numerical value of 410, corresponding to the 1st 

Bais Hamikdash that stood for that exact number of years. Both of these Temples were 

destroyed, thus appropriately hinted to in the word kasis which means crushed. The 3rd Bais 

Hamikdash however, will defy the ability to put a numerical number to its years, for it will 

stand eternally. Thus it is not hinted to in kasis but rather in the last few words of the passuk 

“leha’alos ner tamid”. For the third Temple will leha’alos- rise to the pedigree of tamid- of 

eternity. 

 The Midrash (Vayikrah Rabba, 7:3) tells us that the gathering of our Exiled will take 

place in the merit of learning Mishnayos [And its commentary the Gemara]. Torah learning is 

of course the dynamo to any Yiddishe success, but here the Midrash is focusing specifically on 

the learning of Mishnayos. Indeed, the Bnai Yissaschar adds that there are 528 chapters of 

Mishnayos in the Shisha Sidrei Mishna (Shas). This number hints to the numerical value of the 

Hebrew word “Maftayach” - “Key”, for Mishnayos is the key necessary to unlocking ourselves 

from the prison we know as Galus.  

 Leha’alos ner tamid. These are the words that correspond to the 3rd and final Temple, 

the words that are themselves yearing to be put into motion, if we could just get ourselves out 

of this close-to-2000-year stint of Galus. What’s it gonna take to accomplish such a feat? 

Learning Mishnayos. Yes, learning Shas can bring a reality to Leha’alos ner tamid. This, too, 

is hinted in the words. Leha’alos ner-raise the letters noon & raish (that make up the word ner) 

up one level in the Aleph Bais, making the raish into a shin and the noon into a samech. This 

now spells “Shas” the Six books of Mishnayos. With the study of Shas, we will finally merit 

the Third Bais Hamikdash which will stand tamid-continually, constantly and continuously. 

And while we are waiting, with Yiddelach embracing the learning of Torah represented 

by the word Shas, they can use it to rise to the next level, a level of pining for the Redemption, 

expecting it at any second. As King David says (Tehillim, 62:9) “Bitchu bo bechal ais” – “Trust 

in Him at any given moment”. The Redak understands this passuk as relevant to a Yid believing 

in the Redemption. Take the letters of “Shas” – Shin & Samech and elevate them once again, 

the Shin becomes a Tav and the Samech an Ayin. Yes, Shas has metamorphosed into “Ais”. 

Any time, any place. 

Mai’aimasay korin………. Maybe today. 
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