
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 גם כל חלי וכל מכה אשר לא כתוב בספר התורה הזאת )כח:סא(
Even any illness and any blow that is not written in the Book of this Torah (28:61) 

Any illness and any blow – this refers to the death of the righteous (Midrash) 
HaGaon Rebbe Betzalel Ronsberg explains the words of Chazal, that the death 

of the righteous are mentioned throughout the Chumash. In Chumash Bereishis the 
Avos and Imahos (Forefathers and Foremothers) are mentioned. In Chumash 
Shemos Yosef and his brothers are mentioned. In Chumash Vayikra Nadav and 
Avihu are mentioned. In Chumash Bamidbar Aharon and Miriam are mentioned. 
However, in Chumash Devorim there is no mention of the death of a Tzaddik [even 
though the death of Moshe is mentioned at the end of the Sefer, still, when this 
Pasuk was mentioned Moshe was alive]. This is what the Posuk is saying: “Any 
illness and any blow”, that is the death of the righteous, “that is not written 
in this Book of the Torah” – Chumash Devorim. (Umatok HaOhr)   

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

Parashas Ki Savo opens with the directive for each 

person to bring of their first fruits to the Bais HaMikdash as 

Bikurim (26:2). There is no specific amount mentioned that 

should be given, and one can simply bring a kernel of wheat 

and fulfill this obligation. Rav Shimon Sofer explains that 

the reason there is no limit is to test each person. After 

someone toils and invests so much time and effort to reap 

these fruits, will he still recognize that everything he has 

comes from Hashem or will he be deluded to think that his 

own efforts bore this fruit? His Bikurim gift will show how 

much recognition he has of the Real Provider, Hashem. 
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                Candle Lighting: 6:33  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 9:11   Gra: 9:47 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:47 

Chatzos: 12:48       Sh'kiah: 6:49 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 7:30 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 8:02  

                                                 (some say 8:11) 
 
 

 
             Next Week: Nitzavim 
              Candle Lighting: 6:21 

The Pasuk in Bereishis (2:2) says that Hashem completed His work 

on the seventh day. Rashi is bothered by the fact that if Hashem 

completed His work on the seventh day, it implies that He worked on 

the seventh day. But doesn’t the Pasuk say that Hashem rested from all 

His work? Rashi explains that the world was completed in six days, but 

it was lacking ‘rest’. By resting on the seventh day Hashem created 

‘rest’, and Creation was therefore completed on the seventh day.       

Rav Yehudah Zev Segal, the Manchester Rosh Yeshivah, zt”l, teaches 

that this lesson is not limited to Shabbos itself, but it permeates the 

entire week. He explains, “To experience Shabbos in the most desired 

way, one can’t wait for sundown on Friday to begin to turn his thoughts 

toward Shabbos. Shabbos should be in one’s mind throughout the 

week!” The Ramban teaches that other nations do not consider the days 

of the week to be connected to each other, and this is why they call each 

day by a separate name. Klal Yisroel however, counts all the days in 

reference to Shabbos. As we say in the Shir Shel Yom at the end of 

Shacharis every day, ‘Today is the first day to Shabbos, Today is the 

second day to Shabbos, and so on.’ The Ramban explains that by 

constantly remembering Shabbos, we will always be aware of the 

existence of Hashem, Who created the world in six days and ‘rested’, as 

it were, on the seventh. 
 

      Besamei HaTorah 
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       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

Chatzi Kaddish is said any time the Torah is read, 

except for Minchah on Shabbos or Minchah on a fast 

day. This is because at these Tefilos, Shemoneh Esrei will 

be said soon after Laining, and the Kaddish that is said 

before Shemoneh Esrei will also cover the Kaddish that 

should be said after Laining.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:26) 
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Rav Aharon Kotler in Mishnas Rebbe Aharon comments (III p. 123), “It is well 

known that the Middah of Histapkus, being satisfied with just the basics, is one of the 

greatest attributes. The Vilna Gaon writes (Even Sheleimah) that this quality is even 

more necessary than Bitachon, trust in Hashem, in order for one to acquire Torah 

knowledge. One aspect of Histapkus is to train oneself to be satisfied with little, and 

not run after bigger and better things. Nevertheless, at this level, one can still feel that 

he is missing something. An even higher level than this is Samei’ach B’Chelko, to be 

happy with whatever one has, not being bothered or focused on what one does not 

possess, without even the slightest feeling that he is missing anything from his life. 

The highest level of all, however, is the attribute of Yeish Li Kol, feeling that one has 

everything, that there is nothing more in materialism that he could even want, because 

he feels that Hashem has Bentched him with everything. May we always be aware 

that Hashem gives everyone exactly what they need, and may we be Zocheh to grow 

closer and closer to Hashem! 
 

 L’Maaseh       
The kitchen workers in the Yeshivah of 

Ponovezh once complained to the Rosh 

HaYeshivah, Rav Elazar M. Shach, zt”l, about 

a group of Bachurim who after studying until 

the early hours of the morning on Shabbos 

night, decided to ‘break into’ the kitchen and 

help themselves to some of the Cholent that 

had been prepared to be served Shabbos 

morning. Rav Shach was shocked to hear this, 

and immediately declared that those Bachurim 

who had done this were disqualified from 

being a witness before a Bais Din, because 

they were thieves. “Taking property from the 

Yeshivah without permission is an act of theft. 

If they are hungry,” he said, “they can come to 

my house and I will give them food. They do 

not have to worry that they are waking me. I 

am up at those hours!” That week when     

Rav Shach gave his weekly Mussar Drashah 

to the Yeshivah, he devoted a portion of it to 

the Cholent fiasco. He explained that when 

Pharaoh’s daughter brought the infant Moshe 

to the palace, she attempted to have him 

nursed by one of the maidservants, but he 

would not nurse from them. Moshe refused 

until a Jewish nurse, who was actually his 

mother Yocheved, was summoned. Why did 

Moshe reject the Mitzri maidservants? Chazal 

explain that he thought, “The mouth that is 

destined to speak with the Shechinah should 

not drink milk from women who eat non-

kosher food!” Based on this, the Rashba rules 

that a Jewish child should not be given to a 

non-Jewish nursemaid, and this is recorded as 

Halachah by the Rama in Shulchan Aruch, 

Yoreh Deiah (81:7). Rav Shach wondered 

how the Rashba could draw a general 

conclusion applicable to all Jews from the 

specific case of Moshe? The Gemara is clear 

in its reasoning that Moshe Rabbeinu’s mouth 

had to remain pure because it was destined to 

speak with the Shechinah. But clearly, this 

reasoning does not apply to the average 

Jewish child! Rav Shach declared that, indeed, 

it does apply to each and every Jewish child, 

because every child recites Brachos every 

day. When we say, Baruch Atah Hashem, 

“Blessed are You, Hashem,” we are 

addressing Hashem directly! Rav Shach 

concluded and said, “Can it be that a mouth 

that has taken into itself stolen food, how can 

it dare speak to the Shechinah in Tefilah and 

when saying Brachos?!” 
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 בס"ד

When someone learns Torah and delves into it, even if he is not specifically gifted 

in learning, if he makes Hashem his Rebbe and teacher, Hashem will bring the help he 

needs from Shamayim to him, and he will be successful. The Teacher— Hashem, will 

open his eyes for him, and he will understand his learning. This is the meaning of the 

Brachah in Birchas HaTorah we say in the morning: “Baruch Atah Hashem 

HaMelameid Torah L’Amo Yisroel”, that Hashem teaches Torah to Klal Yisroel.   

Rav Dessler in Michtav M’Eliyahu writes that the Yom Tov of Shavuos is the time 

when Moshe brought down the first set of Luchos with the Aseres HaDibros from 

Hashem on Har Sinai. After Moshe saw the Aveirah of the Eigel, he smashed the 

Luchos, and on Yom Kippur Moshe got the second set of Luchos. The first set of 

Luchos were from Hashem, and the second set was carved on stones that Moshe 

provided. Rav Dessler says that we learn from this that even though we as people are 

imperfect, we are capable of building a relationship with the Torah. Although we may 

feel that we are like the ‘stones’, we can carve the Torah into our hearts and direct our 

instincts, actions, and desires to be positive. Just like Moshe provided the stones for 

the Luchos, we can provide our hearts for the Torah, even if at times they are like 

stones. When we make Hashem our Teacher, even the hardest of hearts can be 

penetrated with the beautiful words of Torah! 
 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rabbi Michel Zilber relates that a man once entered before Rav Elyashiv, zt”l, 

and told him that he can’t learn Torah very much because he has a very poor 

memory. Rav Elyashiv asked him if he ever learned a certain Masechta, and the 

man answered that he had indeed once learned it. Rav Elyashiv then asked him, 

“How many times did you review that Masechta?” The man responded that 

review doesn’t help him, because as he said, he has a very poor memory.      

Rav Elyashiv replied, “If you haven’t reviewed your learning forty or fifty 

times, how do you even know that you have a bad memory? Maybe you have a 

great memory! But you will only know this if you review the material properly. 

Before you do this, how can you expect to remember?!” 
 

V’halachtah B’drachav 
The Ways of Hashem 
Working on our Middos 


