
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tisha B’Av Refections 
The Dubno Maggid gives a Mashal. A skilled goldsmith known for 

his expert craftsmanship was in heavy debt, and he was forced to leave 

his home and family to travel far away and try to earn a living, working in 

a different profession. He missed his family very much during his travels, 

and would frequently let out a deep sigh because of this. One thought 

consoled him, however, and that was that the day would come when he 

would return home, and he would provide them with what they needed, 

just as he had done in the past. A while later, the man indeed returned to 

his home, and the joy was overwhelming. When he approached his old 

worktable and opened his toolbox, he discovered that over the years that 

he had been away, his tools had rusted severely and were completely 

ruined, and he could no longer use them. Looking at the damage that had 

occurred, he started to cry, and he said, “All the days of my exile, I was 

consoled by the fact that I would one day be restored to my former 

stature. But now I realize that such a thought was only a fantasy!” The 

Dubno Maggid explained that Hashem has given us precious abilities so 

that we would be able to perform all of the Mitzvos perfectly. But because 

of our Aveiros we have been sent into Galus and the Bais HaMikdash has 

been destroyed, and we are unable to fulfill all of the Mitzvos and utilize 

our skills as true servants of Hashem. The Dubno Maggid urges, “It is 

imperative for us to try to keep our ‘tools’ in good condition, even though 

we are in Galus. This can be done by keeping away from Aveirah and 

learning Torah, because very soon we will return home to the Bais 

HaMikdash and we will once again regain our former stature, and we will 

get to use our tools and skills to serve Hashem in the true and complete 

way. By keeping our tools in good condition, we will be ready!” 

 

)ב:א( ונפן ונסע המדברה  
We turned and journeyed to the wilderness (2:1) 

We find an amazing thing in the description of the journeys and 
encampments – the letter  is not mentioned even once. There is an explanation  'ז'
brought down in the Sefer ‘Ahavas Torah’, that the letter  has two aspects. On  'ז'
the one hand, the letter signifies the number seven as this is the numerical value 
of 'ז'. On the other hand, it signifies implements of war, 'כלי זיין'. The explanation 
is that both of these aspects were lacking in all their journeys. As indicated in 
Tosafos in Menachos 95a, the Children of Israel did not travel on Shabbos (the 
seventh day), and whenever they went out to battle they did not use implements 
of war as explained in Targum Yonasan (Bamidbar 21:24) that the Nation of Israel 
waged war utilizing the Name of Hashem and killed their enemies in this way as if 
by sword. (Lehisadein B’Ahavascha) 
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Yirmiyahu begged the nation  

to observe Shabbos, even though  

they were involved in great sins,  

to prevent the destruction and exile of the nation (end of Ch. 17).      

Rav Shimon Sofer compares this to a storage area of precious metals 

which lacks secure walls, but with one strong surrounding wall, all of 

the areas can be protected. Yirmiyah was telling the nation that 

although they are sinning, if they observe Shabbos, they create an outer 

protection which would allow them to get rid of and fix the other 

breaches, the other Aveiros. But, without an outer wall, we would be 

working on individual problems while there would be other openings 

for the enemies to enter. Shabbos is that outer general protection which 

could have protected Yerushalayim from being breached. 

 

 

Dedicated by Gabriella and Alan Hershkowitz  
 ,ז"ל צבי פסח בן חיה ויהודה ,ז"ל פרידה בת חנה וברוךלע"נ: 

 ז"ל קריינדל בת הינדא ליבה ואשר אנשל שירה יפה 

May their Neshamos have an Aliyah! 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
In 1977, Rav Mordechai Gifter, Rosh Yeshivah of the Telz Yeshivah 

in Cleveland, moved to Eretz Yisroel to start a Yeshivah there. 

Unfortunately, his stay did not last very long. After Rav Boruch 

Sorotzkin, who was the present Rosh Yeshivah in Cleveland, passed 

away, the Steipler Gaon advised Rav Gifter to go back to Cleveland 

and resume being the Rosh Yeshivah. However, when he got back, 

Rav Gifter decided to live in an apartment in the Yeshivah dormitory, 

instead of in a house. He said, “I cannot live in a permanent home 

anymore in Chutz La’aretz! I just can’t!” He was showing his despair 

about not being able to live in Eretz Yisroel,  

and he was just waiting until Mashiach arrived! 

 



  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh      
Rav Leibish Mintz, a brilliant Talmid Chacham 

and a student of the Chasam Sofer, was appointed as 

Rav in a city in Poland. His diligence in learning 

Torah was astounding. He learned day and night 

without taking breaks, but also found time to address 

the needs of his community. Rav Leibish also had a 

great amount of general knowledge, and one day a 

rumor spread in the town that he knew so much about 

other topics because at one time he had studied in 

non-Jewish schools. There were some people who 

were uncomfortable with this information, and they 

began to distance themselves from their Rav, and they 

began asking their She’eilos to the two other 

Dayanim in town. They left the Rav the job of dealing 

with the government officials when necessary, 

because he knew how to ‘speak their language’ and 

would be useful in that regard. As a result of this, on 

most days, Rav Leibish was able to stay quietly at 

home and learn Torah. Eventually, the tension in the 

town escalated. An epidemic had broken out, and the 

local authorities forbade any large gatherings of 

people, in order to avoid spreading of the disease. A 

Jewish wedding was planned to soon take place, and 

Rav Leibish felt that it was dangerous to have a large 

crowd at the wedding. But the members of the town 

who had shunned the Rav arranged for the wedding to 

take place anyway. They decided to have it in the 

cemetery, in order to bypass the authorities. The Rav 

backed the officials and announced that anyone who 

would show up at the wedding would be arrested. The 

members of the community thought that they knew 

better and they were very upset with the Rav, but they 

had no choice other than to listen to him. That Rosh 

Hashanah, as the congregation prepared themselves 

for Tekias Shofar, the Rav stepped up to the Bimah to 

be the Makri, the one who calls out the sounds for the 

Shofar to be blown. However, one of the members of 

the community stood in his way and would not move. 

With great Chutzpah he said, “For our Tekios we 

need a Makri who doesn’t speak Latin like you!” The 

Rav was completely stunned. The disrespectful man 

continued, “When we need someone to call out the 

Tekios for a goyishe god, we will call you, but for the 

Ribbono Shel Olam, we need an Ehrliche Yid!” The 

Rav scolded the man for his rude behavior, but the 

wicked man was not done. He raised his hand and to 

everyone’s shock, he slapped the Rav across the face! 

A riot followed. The police were called in, and the 

disgraced Rav was escorted out of the Shul with 

police protection. A few days later, the Rav left the 

town in absolute shame and embarrassment. This was 

a few years before World War II, and the name of 

that town was Auschwitz.  
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 בס"ד

 The Siddur Speaks — Megilas Eichah 
)א:יב( איכה אשא לבדי טרחכם ומשאכם וריבכם:  

How can I alone carry your trouble and your burden and your quarrels? (1:12) 
Rashi explains: Your burden – This teaches us that they were heretics 
(Apikorsin). Apparently, this requires a little explanation. How does the word 
‘burden’ hint that they were heretics? Perhaps, the sentiment of the words 
‘your burden’, implies that the burden is his own, and that he alone is carrying 
the burden of his troubles and it is difficult for him to bear. This sentiment is 
completely heretical, for one who has faith in Hashem knows quite well that 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu is, as it were, carrying both him and his burden and his 
entire bundle of troubles. What then is he complaining about so much? Let him 
throw his entire package of problems on to Hashem and everything will be taken 
care of for him!  

It once happened that a poor man was walking on the side of the road 
carrying a heavy bundle on his back. A wealthy man riding in a handsome 
carriage passed by and he saw the exhausted man straining under his load. The 
wealthy man called out to him and offered him a ride in his carriage, which the 
poor man accepted. The wealthy man noticed that even in the carriage, the poor 
person kept carrying his heavy load on his back, and his entire body was in pain 
from the burden. The wealthy man wondered, “Why don’t you put your heavy 
load on the floor of the carriage?” The man replied, “It is enough that I am 
troubling you to carry me in your wagon on a far journey, and I do not want to 
burden you to carry my load as well. It is too much to ask, and I will carry the 
heavy burden myself.” The wealthy man laughed, “Fool that you are! The wagon 
is carrying both you and the burden together already, and you are not at all 
helping by carrying the burden. Why are you struggling so much by carrying it?!” 

Similarly, a person worries, “I am not going to throw all my problems on 
Hashem”. He thinks, “I do not want to bother the Creator so much! Rather, I will 
bear some of my concerns myself, and this is how I will help Hashem carry me.” 
This person is a complete fool, like the man carrying his heavy burden inside the 
wagon! Both we and our packages of problems are already being carried by 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu! Why do we need the extra worries to struggle with our 
own burdens?! (Rav Avraham Elimelech Biderman in Be’er HaTorah on Devorim 
5775 referencing the Chofetz Chaim on the Torah Parashas Beshalach)  

רפאל חיים שאר ישוב בן באבא חיה רבקה לרפואה שלימה:  

בתוך שאר חולי ישראל ר' אהרן יהודה לייב בן גיטל פייגא  

 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 

Rav Gamliel Rabbinovich once related about Rav Yaakov Blau, zt”l, the 

Dayan and Rav of the Sanhedria neighborhood of Yerushalayim, that 

during the three weeks he would receive many telephone calls with 

different questions in regard to leniencies in the laws of mourning for the 

destruction of the Bais HaMikdash. With pain he said that he did not 

understand this, for when one sits Shivah, Rachmana Litzlan, no one seeks 

out leniencies and ways to make things easier in respect to mourning! It is 

just the opposite. If there are questions, they are in regard to stringencies, 

and how strict one must be. He explained this phenomenon, “The matter is 

simple. We do not feel the heartache of what we have lost in our Galus. 

We do not understand what we are mourning. We are mourning the 

destruction and the loss of the Bais HaMikdash! But we must not forget 

what Chazal have taught us (Taanis 30b), that whoever does not mourn 

over the destruction, will not see the rejoicing when it is rebuilt!” 

 


