
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

תצוה פרשת  – Pure as oil 
 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

('ב 'כז) יקחו אליך שמן זית זךו  
 

 

And you should take for yourselves, pure olive oil 
 

We know that there are many different Chazal that compare Klal Yisroel to different 
fruits and trees. For instance, the Gemara famously says that Klal Yisroel are like 
pomegranates because they are full of Mitzvos like the pips inside a pomegranate. 

On this Possuk, Rav Yackov Neiman brings from the Medrash Rabba that Klal Yisroel are 
compared to olives. The Medrash then asks, surely Klal Yisroel are compared to many 
fruit; not just olives? 

The Medrash explains that since Klal Yisroel have so many different and special Middos, 
therefore they are compared to many different types of trees and fruits with each fruit 
representing a different Middah. 

What is the speciality of an olive that Klal Yisroel are being compared to here? The 
process of making olive oil is that first the olive is beaten and pressed and grinded and 
only then the oil that oozes out is used. So too is the process of purifying Klal Yisroel. 
Throughout their existence as a nation, we have been beaten by the Goyim, oppressed 
during different periods of Golus and thrown out from countries where we had been 
living comfortably. Every time, after we have suffered so much and Klal Yisroel have 
done Teshuva, then Hashem answered our cries and brings us closer to Him. Meaning, 
Klal Yisroel become purified through the oppression of the Goyim. 

Whenever Klal Yisroel become too cosy with the Goyim and we start to forget how 
different we truly are, Hashem turns the Goyim against us and this causes Klal Yisroel to 
do Teshuva. 

This week is Parshas Zochor. We remember what Amalek did when we left Mitzrayim 
and how they fought with us. Amalek was the enemy of that time, who came to fight 
with us whenever Klal Yisroel were slipping up. Through the threat of Amalek, Klal 
Yisroel did Teshuva and came closer to Hashem. 

Indeed, the whole Purim story follows this theme. First, Klal Yisroel did wrong, then they 
came under the threat of annihilation from Achashveroish and Haman (Amolek), 
therefore Klal Yisroel fasted and did Teshuva and thus the Nes Purim was able to 
happen. 

We can take an important lesson from here. The threat from our enemies is not the 
problem. They are just the messengers. When there is anti-Semitism in the world or 
when our enemies threaten Klal Yisroel, instead of bristling with the unfairness of it or 
looking for ways of how we can fight back; we must look internally. We should be asking 
ourselves, “What can we, Klal Yisroel, do better within ourselves and what Teshuva does 
Hashem really want from us?” 

This is the true fight that we must look to win. In Golus we fight our enemies by 
improving ourselves. The more we grow internally, the less we will be under their 
influence, their control and the more we will be protected by Hashem. 

Being out of their control and under Hashem’s protection, brings tremendous Simcha.  

You want to be happy on Purim? Reach inside yourself and celebrate the fact that you 
are a Yid and close to Hashem. Entertain thoughts of coming closer to Hashem and 
bettering yourself. Then it will be a Purim of spiritual growth and of connection to 
Hashem. And such a type of Purim is what Chazal meant when they said that Yom 
Kippor is Yom Ke-Purim. We can achieve Teshuva and atonement on Purim by reaching 
out Besimcha to Hashem. 

Enjoy and be happy that you are a Yid! Then we can hope to achieve Teshuva and purity 
without even having to suffer! 

Happy Purim! 


