
 Rav Wolbe, zt”l, quoted a Yerusahlmi that writes “the judgement of Rosh Hashana is not 
decided by what transpired over the last year; rather the future is determined by how we 
are during these two days.” The Medrash in Tehillim writes a similar idea that “on the 
night of Rosh Hashanah Hashem judges the non-Jews of the world because they are not 
doing averios then. And he Judges the yidden during the day because we are involved in 
Mitzvos.” From these two sources we see how serious the day of Rosh Hashanah is. It’s 
interesting to note that  the laining of the first day of Rosh Hashanah touches on this idea 
of judging based on the moment. We have, in that parsha, Hagar and Yishmael being 
evicted from the house of Avraham. They run out of water and Yishmael gets a high fever 
and Hagar goes on the side of the ride to daven to Hashem. The pasuk says that an angel 
tells Hagar not to cry, everything will be ok, Hashem has heard the tefilos of the child as he 
is. Rashi quotes a Medrash that details what was going on in shamyim at that moment. 
Here we have Yishmael the origin of the all the terrorist activity that exists today. He is 
about to die and Hashem is going to save him. The Malachim scream to Hashem ‘let him 
die, his future generations will bring so much pain and suffering to your precious children 
and throughout the world’. Hashem answers ‘your right. However I am judging him as he 
is now’.  
I always wondered why do we lain this on Rosh Hashanah . With this medrash and 

Yerushalmi we have a powerful reason.  Hashem is telling us how to judge a person on the 

‘now’. Even if I know that his sincerity might be temporary, his resolution might be short 

lived, that is not the ikar. Hashem wants, at least during these days, our full commitment, 

effort and sincerity.    

  

 

The pasuk  starts off describing the “many evils and distresses 
they will encounter” yet the pasuk ends off with “the evils that 
have come upon me”. What happened to the “distresses” 
described in the beginning of the pasuk? R’ Shach would explain 
this pasuk as follows. When someone does not internalize that 
everything that happens comes from Hashem, then when things 
start to go wrong, aside from “the evils that have come upon 
me” there is also a tremendous feeling of distress about ‘what is 
going on, why is this happening to me’. However, the pasuk 
ends, if you realize that this is happening because “Hashem is 
not in your midst”, then while the pain from the “evil” remains, 
the distress is gone. We must constantly remember, even to lift 
the smallest finger  would only be possible if Heaven allowed it. 
Hashem does everything for our best. Sometimes he may 
punish us to guide us back onto the right path, or to atone for a 
wrongdoing.  

However, everything that Hashem does is with our best 
interests in mind.  
 
For example, if strangers would grab a person, hold him down 
and start cutting into his body, aside from the pain of the cuts, 
he would have tremendous fear and distress as to what these 
people are doing to him. However, if he understands that he 
needs a surgery and this is what it will take to make him 
healthy, of course the pain from the cuts will still be there, yet 
the distress and fear will be gone for he understands that this is 
in his best interests. So too, even though there may be pain, but 
if we remember that Hashem is running the world and 
everything is for  our best, the pain will still be there, but it will 
not be accompanied by “fear and distress.” (Adapted from a 
schmooze from Rav Nissin Kaplan) 
 

Pain without Suffering  

It is brought down in the 
Sefer‘Otzer Pisgamim 
V’Sichos’ that a man once  
came to Rebbe Yisroel of 
Ruzhin,zt”l, and confessed 
to him that he had sinned 
and he wanted to do 
Teshuvah. Rebbe Yisroel 
told him: “Just do it!” But the 
man claimed: “Rebbe, I don’t 
know how to do Teshuvah.” 
The  
Rebbe asked him: “And how 
do you know about sinning?” 
To which the man replied: 
“First I sinned, and then I 
was informed that I had 
sinned.” The Rebbe replied: 
“Teshuvah is the same way. 
First do it, regret that you 
sinned, be bothered about 
the sin, and Teshuvah will 
come by itself.” (Umatok 
HaOhr) 

  

 

Just do it ! 
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וילך  -פרשת נצבים  

Focus on the Now 



One of the most well-known minhagim practiced on Rosh Hashanah is to dip an apple into honey. Is it 

brought in the Shulchan Aruch (573:1“ the minhag is to eat an apple dipped into honey on the first night of 

Rosh Hashanah” The Ben Ish Chai asks, why we use an apple and not one of the seven species or a different 

sweet fruit. R’ Nosson Gestetner  cites a Tosfos in Brachos (37a) that an apple is one of the foods that 

Hashem created for the sole purpose that a person should enjoy his food. An apple is unique in that it has a 

good smell, a good taste, and looks very tasty. The apple represents our tefilah on the first night of Rosh 

Hashanah that everything in our lives from the necessary s to the extra should be sweet.  

 

 The Torah describes the consequence of the delusionary sinner. Usually, unintentional sins are dealt with leniently, 

however when a person says “peace will be with me, I will walk as my heart sees fit” (29: 18-19) it is dealt with harshly. 

When a person utters that destructive word “whatever”, then Hashem deals with him more seriously and will even punish 

him harshly on the unintentional. When we come to Rosh Hashanah without evaluating ourselves, without any resolve to 

change, we are no different than the person referred to in these pesukim. The Shem M’Shmuel adds that it is known that 

the measure for good is greater than that of bad. If the whole year a person would have done mitzvos without thinking and 

then, at the end of the year, he becomes more serious about Torah and Mitzvos, then it should follow that all those 

unintentional mitzvos will become full and complete. 

 

Groupie  

The Weichholz family in memory of  Mr. Naftali Trauring ה  “ע נפתלי חיים בן משה צבינ “לע  

Renov Family 

The Farbman  family in memory of  ה“נ מרדכי לייב בן ישראל אנשיל  ע“לע  

The Zohar writes, on the words “atem nesavim hayom (today)” refers to Rosh Hashanah. The Saba Mekelm explains, 

based on the words of the Tur in hilchos Rosh Hashanah, “the way of the world is that if a person goes in front of a 

judge he will be nervous, unshaved, and look much disheveled. However by Yidden it’s not that way. In preparation for 

Rosh Hashanah we get haircuts, cut our nails, and we dress in fresh new Yom Tov clothing. We do this because we are 

confident that Hashem will make a nes for us and give us another year of life.” This goes for Klal Yisroel as a whole. 

Each individual, however, has to be concerned regarding his own judgement. The Alter gives an eitzah to help us in our 

upcoming judgement and that is to attach ourselves to a tzibur. When we are part of a tzibur we can go into the Yom 

Hadin with confidence. This is the pshat in the first pasuk of this week’s parsha “You are standing here Today” (which 

means Rosh Hashana) but don’t be afraid because you  are kulchem lefnei Hashem (everyone) as one tzibur.    

Strong Finish  

ז “תשע-ראש השנה   

 How Sweet It Is 


