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ַמִים ִויִהי חֶׁשְך ַעל ֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִים ְוָיֵמׁש חֶׁשְך: (שמות י/כא)  ַוּיֹאֶמר ְידָֹוד ֶאל מֶׁשה ְנֵטה ָיְדָך ַעל ַהּשָׁ

On the possuk "and the darkness became 
concrete" (Shemos 10/21) the Medrash 
comments, "HaKodesh Baruch Hue said to 
the melachim (angels), "It is fitting that the 
Mitzriim get smitten with darkness.' They 
immediately agreed with Hashem and they 
didn't defy H.s command."

Zera Shimshon asks why did Hashem discuss
the plague that H. intended to bring on the 
Mitzriyim specifically in the plague of 
darkness and not in other plagues?

To answer this question we need to first 
backtrack. 

Hashem told Avraham at the Bris Bain 
HaBessarim that his descendants (Bnei 
Yisroel) will suffer in bondage for four 
hundred years and at the end of that period 
they will leave "with great wealth" (b'rechush
gadol). If we would have stayed in bondage 
all of the 400 years then the Mitzriyim would 
have smoothly handed over to us "great 
riches", just like Hashem promised to 
Avraham. However, in actuality we were in 
bondage for only two hundred and ten years. 

At that time we reached such a low spiritual 
level (the forty ninth out of fifty level of 
impurity) that if we would have remained in 
Mitzrayim any longer we would be lost for 
ever. Therefore H. counted the horrible and 
extreme bondage, which was much more 
intense than Hashem decreed on us, as if we 
suffered four hundred years and redeemed us 
early.

This "discount" of 190 years, unfortunately 
wasn't absolute. It was given to us with a 
condition; that we would always go in the 
way of Hashem. If we stray from the proper 
path, then we would have to suffer three 

more exiles to make up those years.

Since at the time of the Exodus it  wasn't yet 
sure if we would be keep this condition not 
only did the Mitzriyim not give us their 
possessions "on a silver platter" but Hashem 
also didn't want us to take them. Instead, 
Hashem commanded us to "borrow" from 
Mitzriyim. We were also not allowed to 
"borrow" them until the time we were 
actually leaving and not any earlier.

Rashi explains that the process of 
"borrowing" began with the plague of 
Darkness. During that plague, since the 
Mitzriyim couldn't see but Bnei Yisroel could 
see, ax Bnei ax Yisroel looked around their 
neighbors' houses to find where they hid their
possessions. At the time of the Exodus, when 
they asked to borrow and the Mitzri refused 
saying that he didn't have anything to give 
them, they walked right over to the hiding 
places and took them. This, of course, took 
time.

Another fact. The Medrash (Zohar Shemos 
4b) learns from pessukim that not only did 
Yaakov and his family go to Mitzrayim but at 
that time 600,000 melachim also came with 
them to stay there until Bnei Yisroel 
eventually would leave. These ax melachim 
obviously detested being in such a despicable
and impure place and wanted to leave as soon
as possible.

According to these ideas ax Zera ax 
Shimshon explains that the ax melachim had 
to stay in ax Mitzrayim a little longer while 
ax Bnei ax Yisroel went around "borrowing" 
the Egyptian's riches. Since they were 
affected by this whole process  of 
"borrowing' ax Hashem explained to them 
what was happening before it began.
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-----------------------------------------2--------------------------------
 ַוּיֹאֶמר יְדָֹוד ֶאל מֶׁשה ּבֹא ֶאל ַּפְרעֹה ִּכי ֲאנִי ִהְכַּבְדִּתי ֶאת ִלּבֹו ְוֶאת ֵלב ֲעָבָדיו ְלַמַען ִׁשִתי אֹתַֹתי ֵאֶּלה ְּבִקְרּבֹו: ּוְלַמַען 

ְּתַסֵּפר ְּבָאזְנֵי ִבנְָך ּוֶבן ִּבנְָך ֵאת ֲאֶׁשר ִהְתַעַּלְלִּתי ְּבִמְצַריִם ְוֶאת אֹתַֹתי ֲאֶׁשר ַׂשְמִּתי ָבם ִויַדְעֶּתם ִּכי ֲאנִי יְדָֹוד: ַוּיָבֹא מֶׁשה 
ְוַאֲהרֹן ֶאל ַּפְרעֹה ַוּיֹאְמרּו ֵאָליו ּכֹה ָאַמר יְדָֹוד ֱאֹלֵהי ָהִעְבִרים ַעד ָמַתי ֵמַאנְָּת ֵלָענֹת ִמָּפנָי ַׁשַּלח ַעִּמי ְויַַעְבֻדנִי: ִּכי ִאם ָמֵאן 

ַאָּתה ְלַׁשֵּלַח ֶאת ַעִּמי ִהנְנִי ֵמִביא ָמָחר ַאְרֶּבה ִּבגְֻבֶלָך: (שמות י/א-ד)

And Hashem said to Moshe, "Go to Paroh for I have hardened his heart and the heart of his 
servants in order to put My signs in his midst. And in order that you will relate in the ears of 
your sons and your son's sons how I made fools of the Egyptians." .... And Moshe and Aharon
came before Paroh and they said to him..... for if you refuse to send out my people I will 
bring locust in your boundaries. (Shmos 10/1-4)

These pessukim are difficult to understand. In
the first 2 pessukim when Hashem 
commanded Moshe to go to Paroh, Hashem 
didn't specify to  Moshe what plague H. 
planned to inflict. How then, in the next 
possuk, when Moshe warned Paroh of the 
upcoming plague,  did Moshe tell Paroh that 
Hashem was planning to bring locust 
(arbeh)? If Hashem didn't reveal this to 
Moshe, how did he know?

The Medrash seems to be bothered by this 
question and explains that in actuality, 
Hashem DID specify to Moshe that H. will 
bring locust. Moshe, however,  didn't write it 
straight out but masked it in the words "you 
will relate in the ears of your sons and your 
son's sons how I made fools of the 
Egyptians".

 Zera Shimshon asks what is unique about the
plague of locust that Moshe didn't write it 
openly and only alluded to it?

He answers according to the Shach on the 
Torah who writes that after Paroah (the 
forefather of the Paroah who ruled at the 
time of the Exodus)  handed over his 
daughter Hagar to be Avraham's 
maidservant, Hashem blessed Mitzrayim that 
they would not be infested with locust. (The 
gematria Hagar (308) is the same as arbeh 
(locust), alluding to the fact that Hagar 
replaced the locust.) From that time until this 
plague Mitzrayim was "locust-free".  

Since Hashem went back on H.s promise that
H. made to the first Paroah, Moshe didn't 
want to write it out specifically.

This idea that when Hashem brought this 
plague H. broke H.s promise to a previous 
Paroah answers another question. 

After Paroah and his servants heard the 
description of this plague they were scared 
and he agreed (verbally) to let them go and 
sacrifice a korbon to Hashem. However he 
(Paroah) warned Moshe (Shemos 10/10) "... 
see that evil is before your faces." In other 
words, even though Paroah said that they 
could leave, he warned them that will "pay 
for it". Why only here did he warn them? In 
some of the previous plagues he also agreed 
to let them leave but there he didn't try to 
scare them!

Zera Shimshon explains that  Paroah 
understood that Hashem doesn't deal with the
Jewish nation in the same way that H. deals 
with the Nations of the World. Hashem keeps
H.s promises made to the nations regardless 
of their conduct. It makes no different if they 
keep what Hashem tells them to do or not. 
Hashem's promise to them is a promise. 

Hashem's promises to us, however, depends 
on our conduct. If we  go in H.s ways, 
Hashem keeps them. If not...

Paroah inflicted us in Mitzrayim and didn't 
feel that he was doing anything wrong since 
we didn't go in Hashem's ways when we 
were there.

However, Paroah was afraid that if we would
leave and serve Hashem in the desert, then 
this would be some type of teshuva and 
Hashem would then keep the promise that H. 
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made to Avraham that we would become a 
great nation. 

This is the way that he felt UNTIL the plague
of arbeh. However, after Moshe said that 
Hashem will bring arbeh into Mitzrayim, 
Paroah reasoned that just like Hashem 
reneged on H.s promise not to bring locusts 
into Mitzrayim so too H. will not keep H.s 
promise to Avraham even though that H.s 
people will go in H.s ways. Therefore he 
warned them to beware of the evil before 

their faces!

Obviously Paroah made a big mistake and 
Hashem is very trustworthy and Hashem 
keeps H.s promises to the Nations of the 
World regardless of their deeds. However this
is only when they sin against H.m. However, 
when they needlessly inflict pain on Clal 
Yisroel things are different and H. isn't bound
by H.s promises.

----------------------------------------3--------------------------------

יְגֵָרׁש ָּגֵרׁש ָּכָלה ְּכַׁשְּלחֹו ִמּזֶה ֶאְתֶכם יְַׁשַּלח ֵכן ַאֲחֵרי ִמְצַריִם ְוַעל ַּפְרעֹה ַעל ָאִביא ֶאָחד נֶגַע עֹוד מֶׁשה ֶאל יְדָֹוד ַוּיֹאֶמר
ה ֵמֵאת ְרעּוָתּה ְּכֵלי ֶכֶסף ּוְכֵלי זָָהב: (שמות יא/א-ב) ֶאְתֶכם ִמּזֶה: ַּדֶּבר נָא ְּבָאזְנֵי ָהָעם ְויְִׁשֲאלּו ִאיׁש ֵמֵאת ֵרֵעהּו ְוִאּשָׁ

And Hashem spoke to Moshe....Please speak in the ears of the people that each man should
borrow from his friend and each lady should borrow from her friend silver articles and gold
articles... (Shemos 11/1-2)

Chazal (Brechos 9a) explain these pessukim,
"(Hashem told Moshe) go and speak to Yis-
roel, 'I ask you, please borrow from... in or-
der that that the tzadik (Avrohom) will not
claim that "and they will enslave and perse-
cute them" Y. fulfilled but "and afterwards
they will leave with a lot of possessions" Y.u
didn't fulfill?'"

Zera Shimshon asks two questions. Firstly,
why does Hashem give the reason for taking
the jewelery because of H.s concern, sort to
speak, of what Avrohom would say and not
simply because Hashem promised at Bris
Bain HaBesorim that they will leave Mitzray-
im with a lot of possessions?

Secondly, why did Hashem fullfull H.s
promise in a seemingly deceitful way- by
asking to borrow the Egyptian jewelry (even
though they had no intention to ever give it
back)? Why didn't Hashem just tell them to
take the possessions of the Mitzraiim?

He answers according to the concept we
wrote about in last week's parsha. Hashem
rules the world using two contradictory
attributes- the Attribute of Mercy and the
Attribute of Justice. We don't know which
one H. uses at any given time. We only know
that both are used to judge and rule the
world. 

Hashem decreed at Bris Bain HaBesorim that
we we were to be enslaved for four hundred
years. The degree of suffering that we were
mandated to go through during these four
hundred years was not limitless but was
meant to be the normal degree of slavery. The
Mitzriim, however, went way "overboard"
and they persecuted and inflicted tremendous
pain on us, much much more than average
slaves.

Because of this, according to Hashem's
Attribute of Mercy, 210 years of the tremen-
dous terrible suffering of the 210 years
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equaled 400 years of the slavery that was
originally decreed. 

Interestingly, Hashem's Attribute of Justice
also agreed that B'nei Yisroel should be re-
deemed from Mitzrayim early, after 210
years. But not because our suffering should
be counted as if we served all four hundred
years. Rather, simply because we didn't de-
serve to suffer so much. The tremendous suf-
fering was not part of the original decree
Bain HaBesorim. The remaining years, ac-
cording to Hashem's Atrribute of Justice,
would have to be made up, though, under
some other nation.

The main difference between the Attribute of
Mercy and the Attribute of Justice is if we
have to "make up" the remaining 190 years.
According to the Attribute of Justice we have
to. According to Attribute of Mercy we won't
have to because our suffering made it is as if
we "served the whole sentence". 

There is, however, yet another difference. If
we didn't yet complete the whole decree we
are not yet entitled to "and afterwards they
will leave with great possessions". If howev-
er it is considered like we served the whole
four hundred years, then we are entitled to

leave "with great possessions".

With this in mind we can now understand the
above Gemorro. 

Hashem judged us that it was time to leave
Mitzrayim but it wasn't clear if it was with
Mercy or with Justice. Therefore they weren't
allowed to just take gold and silver articles
from the Mitzriim because it is not 100% sure
that they can take it (since according to the
Attribute of Justice they don't deserve it yet).
This is because of the Halachik concept, "the
burden of proof is on the one who claims". 

However, after it is in B'nei Yisroel's hands
and the burden of proof is now on the Mitzri-
im, they don't have to give it back since the
Mitzriim also don't have a 100% claim on it
(since B'nei Yisroel do deserve according to
the Attribute of Mercy). 

Hashem begged them to take the articles be-
cause H. knew that Avrohom Ovino who is
the pillar of Mercy and looks at the world
through merciful eyes held that the severe-
ness of the enslavement was enough to fulfill
the decree. Therefore if they would leave
without the articles Avrohom would surely
complain!

These d’vrai Torah are dedicated to Esther Yenta Bas Chana Chassia. In the
merit of the learning Zera Shimshon’s divrai Torah, Hashem should answer her
prayers and she should quickly find her proper match along with all the other
members of Clal Yisroel who are also looking for their zivug hagun.
If you are interested in buying your own copy of the Hebrew version of Zera
Shimshon
Call 05271-66-450 in Eretz Yisroel 
or
347-496-5657 in the U.S.A. 

You can now  HEAR shiurim of Zera Shimshon on Kol Halashon:
In E. Yisroel: 073-2951-727 or 03-617-1111 and then press 1,1,3,24
In U.S.A. (718) 395-2440 and then press 2,6,4,24
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