
 

 

 

 

 

Purim is the day when Jews accepted the Torah 
 

It says in the teachings of our Sages, that Purim is the day when Jews accepted the Torah.  

What do they mean by that, since even little children know that Torah was given on Shavuot, 

after 49 days from Exodus of Egypt?  However, on Purim we talk about accepting the Torah 

on a completely different level. 

It’s written in the Midrash that, at first, the angel of Hashem went to all the nations and 

offered them the Torah.  Each nation asked what was written in it.  The angel told them 

about mitzvoth, which are especially difficult for them to keep, and they all refused.  Only 

Jews unanimously proclaimed “we will do, and we will hear.”  In reality, before the Jews 

pronounced the famous words “naase v’nishma”, Hashem raised Mount Sinai over their 

heads and warned them, that if they accept the Torah, all will be good, but if not – this will 

be their end, and the whole world will return to primordial state.  The goal of Creation was 

for the Jews to accept the Torah.  It turns out, that the Jews were forced to do it, or 

otherwise they would die.  It was only on Purim that they accepted the Torah out of love for 

Hashem.  How can we understand this? 

Gemara Chulin (139b) raises the question: where in the Torah is there a reference to Haman?  

The answer is in the story with Adam haRishon, the first Man.  Hashem asked Adam whether 

he ate “from the forbidden tree”, “hamin hoetz” (Bereishit 3:11).  “Hamin” is written the 

same way as “Haman”. 

Nesivos Shalom explains the principle of the evil inclination: a man has one quality, one 

aspect of his character, to which he is very connected.  This quality keeps him from serving 

Hashem with complete heart, and in the end it causes his demise.  Adam haRishon could eat 

from any tree in the Garden of Eden except for the Tree of Knowledge, and he gave in to the 

temptation.  Everyone bowed before Haman, except for Mordechai, and his pride couldn’t 

accept that his honor would be incomplete.  There is one temptation to which, 

unfortunately, Jews succumb very often, and then pay for it very high price.  It is the desire to 

be like other nations. 
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What happened in the story of Purim?  King Achashverosh invites all his subjects, including 

the Jews, to the banquet.  Mordechai warns them not to go to the feast of goyim, but they 

are afraid to make the king angry.  They want to be like others, to serve him, not the King of 

Kings.  This arouses the Heavenly wrath, and in a few years they are threatened with total 

annihilation.   

Ester orders all Jews of Shushan to fast for three days and three nights, and to pray to 

Hashem to forgive them.  In two days there is the first miracle – Achashverosh forgives Ester 

for entering the Throne room uninvited.  The next day Haman adorns Mordechai in king’s 

clothes, puts him on the king’s horse, and parades him through the streets of Shushan, while 

he was suffering great humiliation.  Shortly afterwards he, together with his 10 evil sons, is 

hanged on the gallows which he prepared for Mordechai. 

How do Jews feel as they witness these events?  Overpowering feeling of helplessness and 

regret give way to the feeling of relief and gratitude.  They feel connected to Hashem.  They 

see with their own eyes that He is answering them.  They feel the warmth of Hashem’s love 

and want to repay in kind.  They realize that the only way of life for them is to follow the 

directions of the Torah, and this time they make the decision willingly and with joy.  This 

decision comes from the depth of their heart.  This is the difference between accepting the 

Torah during Shavuot and during Purim. 

How can we serve Hashem with love in our day and age?  We all have one obstacle.  It can 

be very deep, but we can recognize it through self-introspection.  When we submit our will 

to Hashem’s will, we demonstrate our love for Him. 

Wishing You All A Happy Purim! 
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