
Parshas Vayeishev – Lighting Up the Darkness 

This is a Parsha of confusion and Hester Ponim. At the same time, it is a divine revelation that 

details how the hidden agenda of Klall Yisroel’s destiny was set in motion, directed from Above. 

Yaakov and the Bnei Yaakov were in the grip of a grim uncertainty of what lies ahead. Not Yoseif 

though.  

From the moment he was cast into the pit and left unharmed by the נחשים ועקרבים, Yoseif knew 

with all certainty that the Ribono shel Olam was there with him. Being delivered into the hands of 

the Yishmaeilim and smelling the fragrant herbs and spices instead of their usual cargo of foul-

smelling kerosene, opened a shaft of light and hope that would accompany Yoseif throughout his 

ordeal. This was what inspired Yoseif to carry on his responsibilities to his master with alacrity 

and style, with שם ה' שגור בפיו. This was also why Yoseif’s impassioned plea to the Sar 

HaMashkim, was seen as a lack of Bitachon that brought him a punishment of prolonged 

imprisonment. After living in the illumination of Hashem’s guiding light throughout the years of his 

ordeal, Yoseif should have been satisfied with a minimal Hishtadlus to make his case heard. 

This is the time to bask in the glorious light of Nes Chanukah and celebrate Hashem’s salvation 

BaYomim Haheim. Yet, it was only a temporary victory. Chazal teach us,  חנו כ"ה– they had a 

break on כ"ה כסליו. This was only a respite that offered an opportunity to restore and reestablish 

the Avodas HaMikdash and reclaim our right to live as Shomrei Torah Umitzvos. The threat of the 

iron grip of Malchus Yavan remained. It was closely followed by many decades of political 

upheaval and strife, culminated by the rise of the Roman Empire. With such a perspective, why 

celebrate the miracle of Chanukah, as a turning point in a period of deep Galus? The 

Chashmonaim, like Yoseif HaTzadik, saw a light that illuminated the darkness, heralding an 

eventual end to the long night. The Nes HaShemen and the Rabbim B’yad Mi’atim, made it plain 

to see that they were never left alone in the darkness. The B’nai Binah established the Yimei 

Shmona, to give praise for the miraculous light that revealed that even in the darkest time we can 

find Hashem’s constant help and salvation. 

The Yidden Bayomim Haheim, the Bais HaMikdash era, lived, breathed and saw miracles all the 

time. Not just the “daily” kind. Extraordinary, wondrous occurrences took place even in the latter 

days of the Second Bais HaMikdash when they were a far cry from the glorious days of Malchus 

Bais Dovid and closer to Galus and Churban. If there would be a “Chanukah” for every miracle, 

we would be lighting candles all year round! The Menorah staying lit for eight days, like the 

victories of The Chashmonaim, was not out-of-the-ordinary in the sense that these Yidden often 

saw and acknowledged Yad Hashem. They didn’t need Sanhedrin to tell them to see the light. 

Sanhedrin established Chanukah for the “Other Years” – future years, “B’zman HaZeh”. For us. 

We need to see the light. You need to realize that “You’re in Good Hands” and Hashem “is on 

your side” – Niflaosecha V’Tovosecha Sheb’chol Yom Imanu”. 

The Ramban at the end of Parshas Bo states that we live with extraordinary  השגחה פרטיתall the 

time. Not only as part of the saga of Klall Yisroel’s destiny, as we move towards the Geulah, but 

in every Yid’s everyday life as well. We have an obligation to recognize and acknowledge the 

hidden, ordinary “miracles”, as Hashem’s personal intervention in our lives. This is a fundamental 

“Ikkar” of Emunah. “A person has no share in Toras Moshe Rabbeinu until he firmly believes that 

everything that happens to us is entirely Nissim – nothing is merely the course of nature, whether 

national events or private life.” 



My dear mother, 'תחי, like so many other Holocaust survivors, saw many miraculous lights in the 

darkness of the Nazi terror. One time, in her weakened state, she was selected for the gas 

chambers, ר"ל, by the SS guards in Auschwitz. All hope seemed to be lost, as she, barely able to 

stand, and the other selected girls found themselves encircled in a ring of guards with machine 

guns. Yet, she started walking away, right past the ring of steel and murderous hate, as if she 

was invisible. Looking back at that moment of הכו בסנורים, and other moments of open Divine 

intervention, she came to realize that she was not abandoned and lost. The ישועה will surely come.  

There are many Yidden spending Chanukah in a hospital room, or other difficult מצבים of upheaval 

and uncertainty, לא עלינו. However, we see many points of light created by the enormous efforts 

in Chesed and caring, helping to dispel the gloom with a clear message - The Eibishter is with 

you. You are not alone. Those beautiful Ba’alei Chesed, cast a warm glow of Heligeh Licht that 

dispels the darkness, inspiring us to give הלל והודאה על נסיך ועל נפלאותיך ועל ישועתיך.  

Have a wonderful Shabbos and A Lichtigah Chanukah, yk 

 
L’Ravcha D’Milsa Weekly Almanac - Chanukah 

Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Vayeishev, Shabbos Mevorchim,  Erev Chanukah-24 Kislev 

Rav Chaim Chizkiyahu Medini, the Sdei Chemed (1832-1904). Rav Chaim was born in 
Yerushalayim and was married at 18. After his father was niftar two years 
later, Rav Chaim’s cousins in Constantinople offered to support his learning 
if he moved there. After 13 years in Turkey, he took a position of Rav in the 
small city of Karasubazar in Crimea. He served there for 33 years, fighting the 
forces of the Kariites, before moving back to Yerushalayim. He lived there for 
2 years, then moved to Chevron, where he was appointed Rav of the city in 
1880. His Sdei Chemed is a monumental, universally-acclaimed 18-volume 
Talmudic and halachic encyclopedia. 

 
Wednesday, Parshas Mikeitz, Shabbos Chanukah - 4 Chanukah, 28 Kislev 
Rav Eliahu Meir Bloch (1894-1955). Born on Simchas Torah in the small Lithuanian city of 

Telshe to Rav Yosef Leib, Rav and Rosh Yeshivah of Telshe, having 
assumed the helm of the yeshivah from his father-in-law, Rav Eliezer Gordon, 
the founder of the Yeshivah. After his marriage, he spent 12 years as a Rosh 
Yeshiva at Telshe. When it became clear that the Yeshivah could not 
continue under the Soviets, the administration sent Reb Elya Meir and his 
brother-in-law, the late Rosh Yeshivah Reb Chaim Mordechai Katz on a 
mission to the United States, to raise funds to move the Yeshivah to either 
America or Eretz Yisrael. When they arrived, they learned of the Nazi 
invasion. They decided to restart the Yeshiva in Cleveland. 

 
Wednesday Night, Shabbos Chanukah - 5 Chanukah, 29 Kislev– “Der Fifteh Lichtel” 
The “Fifth Lichtel” is when it was customary by many Tzadikim to distribute “Chanukah Gelt”. 
Some say this is because the fifth day can never fall out on Shabbos. 
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