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Meriting the Torah’s Protection 
Parshas Mattos - Masei  

  
Harav Hagaon Meir Tzvi Shpitzer  Shlit"a 
  

In this week’s parashah, the Torah commands us to designate towns as arei miklat and affix signs 

directing a rotzei’ach b’shogeig toward the arei miklat, so that he should be able to escape quickly 

and save himself from being killed by the go’el hadam. The Gemara (Makkos 10) says that once 

he gets to the ir miklat, if he has a rebbi who taught him Torah in his hometown, then the rebbi also 

has to come to the ir miklat. We learn this this from the fact that the passuk says:  ְוָנס ֶאל ַאַחת ִמן

 we have to give him the opportunity to live, and therefore we have to provide him  - ָוָחי ֶהָעִרים ָהֵאל

with a rebbi to teach him Torah. In the words of the Gemara: תלמיד שגלה מגלין רבו עמו שנאמר וחי עביד

 .ליה מידי דתהוי ליה חיותא

  

The Rambam in Hilchos Rotzei’ach explains this beautifully, saying that even if the rotzei’ach 

b’shogeig is protected in the ir miklat and remains technically alive, for a person who appreciates 

Torah and understands what Torah is, without Torah it’s as if he’s dead. In his words:  וחיי בעלי

 therefore obligates his rebbi to join himָוָחי The requirement of .חכמה ומבקשיה בלא תלמוד כמיתה חשובין

so that he can continue learning Torah. 

  

In connection with this Rambam, Rav Boruch Ber cites the Gemara (Gittin 12a) that states that we 

only need to provide basics - bread and water - for the rotzei’ach b’shogeig; anything beyond that 

we don’t need to provide for him. Yet although we are not obligated to give him any luxuries, we 

are nevertheless required to provide him with a rebbi to teach him Torah, because, as the Rambam 

says, Torah is the mainstay of life. 

  

Similarly, the Rambam (Hilchos Avadim) writes that if a woman unfortunately killed b’shogeig and 

has to flee to an ir miklat,although we have to provide food and shelter for her, her husband is not 

obligated to live with her in the ir miklat, because that’s considered more than the basic necessities. 

A husband doesn’t need to come - but a rebbi does. That’s a basic. 

  

A person who killed b’shogeig definitely carries some degree of responsibility for his actions - we 

can’t call him an oness - yet with the parashah of arei miklat, the Torah gives instructions to protect 

him. Indeed, the Gemara in Makkos applies to the arei miklat the passuk in Tehillim (25:8):  טֹוב

 Hashem is good and righteous, and therefore He shows the way for - ְוָיָשר ה' ַעל ֵכן יֹוֶרה ַחָטִאים ַבָדֶרְך

the transgressors - the rotzchim b’shogeig - to escape quickly to the arei miklat. 
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The Gemara adds that if this is the degree of protection Hashem grants a transgressor, kal 

v’chomer how much more will He provide siyatta d’Shmaya to keep tzaddikim safe. The Midrash 

expresses a similar idea: שיברחו וינצלו לצדיקים על אחת כמה וכמה אם לרוצחנין עשה שביל ודרך . 

  

Saved from the Ambush 
The Gemara says (Kiddushin 30b): 

  

יצרו של אדם מתגבר עליו בכל יום ומבקש המיתו שנאמר צופה רשע לצדיק ומבקש להמיתו ואלמלא הקדוש ברוך הוא  

   עוזרו אין יכול לו שנאמר אלקים לא יעזבנו בידו.

  

The yetzer hara ambushes each and every one of us every single day and wants to kill us. If Hashem 

provides so much assistance to protect the rotzei’ach from his foe, the go’el hadamwho wants to 

kill him, all the more so Hashem will give us the protection and the help we need to be saved from 

our yetzer hara. If a person wants the help, Hakadosh Baruch Hu is only too happy to help him to 

be safe from the worries and troubles and spiritual death that the yetzer hara wants to bring upon 

him. 

  

The mefarshim note another similarly in the parallel between the person running to the irmiklat and 

the tzaddik being protected from his yetzer hara. Hashem will never pick up the rotzei’ach and put 

him into the ir miklat - He’ll only provide the infrastructure, in the form of arei miklat and signs 

along the way. Ultimately, the rotzei’ach will only be safe if he realizes he’s in danger from 

the go’el hadam who can come at any second and pounce on him. If he runs as fast as his feet carry 

him, doing his utmost to get to the ir miklat, then Hakadosh Baruch Hu provides everything else 

for his protection. 

  

Similarly, Hakadosh Baruch Hu provides assistance for us and gives us what we need in order to 

be saved from the yetzer hara, but we have to first recognize that the yetzer hara wants to kill us 

and understand that we are only safe from the yetzer hara if we escape to the heiligeh Torah and 

into the hands of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. If we grasp the dangers the yetzer hara poses and run away 

from it, then Hakadosh Baruch Hu will help us and provide us with what we need to be safe from 

the yetzer hara. 

  

The passuk says: ְזלֹו  Hakadosh Baruch Hu will save a poor person - ַמִציל ָעִני ֵמָחָזק ִמֶמּנּו ְוָעִני ְוֶאְביֹון ִמגֹּ

from someone who’s stronger than him and from someone who wants to rob him. The Zohar says 

that this is referring to our constant struggle with the yetzer hara. Hakadosh Baruch Hu will save 

us from this foe, but only if we recognize that the yetzer hara is stronger than us and wants to steal 

everything from us, to strip us of all the advantages we have and s’char we can receive. 

  

The Churban of Underappreciating the Torah 
Rosh Chodesh Av is approaching, and with it the time of the Churban Beis Hamikdash. The Gemara 

in Nedarim cites the passuk that asks: ַעל ָמה ָאְבָדה ָהָאֶרץ? Why was there a Churban Beis Hamikdash? 

And it gives the answer: שלא ברכו בתורה תחילה, which means that there was some lack of 

appreciation of the heiligeh Torah. The Olelos Ephraim, written by the author of the Kli Yakar, 

explains that when people would bentch their children, they would bentch them with health, 

happiness, prosperity, and success in learning Torah - but the primary brachah wasn’t for success 

in Torah. It wasn’t their first and foremost focus in life, and therefore, the Churban Beis Hamikdash 

came about. 
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Rav Itzel notes that the Churban Beis Hamikdash happened because of the three cardinal sins 

of avodah zarah, gilui arayos, and shefichas damim. What, then, does the passuk of  ַעל ָמה ָאְבָדה

 ?meanָהָאֶרץ

  

The passuk is asking, Rav Itzel explains, why didn’t the Torah protect them so that they shouldn’t 

come to these terrible aveiros? And the Gemara answers that it was because they didn’t appreciate 

the significance of Torah and the tremendous effect it has on their lives. 

  

If we don’t appreciate the value of Torah, then Torah won’t protect us from avodah zarah, gilui 

arayos, shefichas damim,and all other aveiros. But if we appreciate that Torah is what gives us life 

 that the most important thing in our life is Torah; that the greatest brachah we can give our ;ָוָחי -

children is that they should be well and gebentscht and successful and be matzliach in Torah - if 

that’s what we want for ourselves and our children, and we understand that the yetzer hara is ready 

to pounce on us at any time, then Hakadosh Baruch Hu is there with His entire might and 

infrastructure, able and willing to help us and refusing to forsake us. 

  

In this zechus, we will merit to see the rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdash speedily in our days.  

 


