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LIGHTS OF OUR RIGHTEOUS TZADDIKIM

 

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person

before 

 



_ CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA

 

 

 

Dvar Torah 
Take the staff and gather the people, you and Aharon your brother, and speak to the 

rock before their eyes and it will give forth its waters. Take out water for them from the 
rock and give them and their floc
toward the rockface and said to them, “Hear now, you rebels, shall we draw forth water for 
you from this rock?” (20:8–10) 

The Apta Rav points out something fascinating regarding our 
asking some questions, such as: What difference did it make when drawing forth water from 
a cold, hard stone whether the water was drawn through speaking to it or through striking it 
with a staff? Wasn’t there a Kiddush Hashem
when it was struck blows by the staff, so why did 
Divine Name? What does the pasuk
It sounds as if somehow the rock had water already natura
what does the term el pnei hasela 

In order to answer these questions the Apta 
letters samech, lamed and ayin, which in turn are all written out into 

 

 
Ahavas Yisrael 
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יתבר	' בעזרת ה  

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.

Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)

  CHUKAS 

CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA +    

Take the staff and gather the people, you and Aharon your brother, and speak to the 
rock before their eyes and it will give forth its waters. Take out water for them from the 
rock and give them and their flock to drink…And Moshe and Aharon gathered the people 
toward the rockface and said to them, “Hear now, you rebels, shall we draw forth water for 

points out something fascinating regarding our pasuk
king some questions, such as: What difference did it make when drawing forth water from 

a cold, hard stone whether the water was drawn through speaking to it or through striking it 
Kiddush Hashem through the miracle of a stone 

when it was struck blows by the staff, so why did Hashem say they failed to sanctify the 
pasuk mean by saying that the rock will give forth “its waters”? 

It sounds as if somehow the rock had water already naturally within it. Finally, in 
 – “rockface” – describe? 

In order to answer these questions the Apta Rav points out that sela is written with the 
, which in turn are all written out into three letters: 

makes everyone else appear righteous 

by advocating for them and finding their merits. 

Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)    

 

Take the staff and gather the people, you and Aharon your brother, and speak to the 
rock before their eyes and it will give forth its waters. Take out water for them from the 

k to drink…And Moshe and Aharon gathered the people 
toward the rockface and said to them, “Hear now, you rebels, shall we draw forth water for 

pasuk. He begins by 
king some questions, such as: What difference did it make when drawing forth water from 

a cold, hard stone whether the water was drawn through speaking to it or through striking it 
through the miracle of a stone giving water even 

say they failed to sanctify the 
mean by saying that the rock will give forth “its waters”? 

lly within it. Finally, in pasuk 10, 

is written with the 
three letters: samech is 
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written samech, mem, chaf. Lamed is spelled lamed, mem, dalet and ayin is spelled ayin, yud, nun. 
The middle letters of all the names of the three letters that spell sela spell mayim – “water”. 
You take a mem from samech, a mem from lamed and a yud from ayin. Thus, we see that within 
the rock there was indeed water hidden – in the form of the letters that spell mayim! The rock 
is a hard, cold, physical object but the letters that spell its name have their root source in 
refined, spiritual lights. This is how Moshe drew out mayim from sela, water from the rock. 

The pnei hasela is the inside of the rockface; it refers to the letters that spell sela rather 
than latent energy and power found within it, which is the mayim. 

Moshe was angered by the fact that the people were unable to connect to the level of 
ayin, the lofty level where all things come together and each individual becomes botel to the 
greater group. Moshe misunderstood Hashem’s command to gather the people together. He 
thought this meant that once together they could reach this lofty level of ayin and bitul. This is 
why he was angered when they failed to do so and he called them morim, asking them, “Will 
we draw out the mayim [the latent energy] from this rock?” 

Because Moshe was angered, he erred and then struck the rock twice. The first time 
knocked off the first three letters from sela: samech, lamed and ayin. The second blow struck off 
the final letters kaf, dalet and nun, leaving only the mem, mem and yud, which spells mayim – 
water. 

The Apta Rav cites the Medrash in the Yalkut (Chukas #763), where Chazal tell us that the 
very staff that Moshe used was the same one that Yaakov held as he crossed the Yarden. 
What is the significance of this comment? 

When Hashem told Moshe to take the staff he thought it meant to strike the stone. Had 
Moshe done what Hashem said and spoken to the sela, then something greater would have 
happened. 

The Apta Rav explains that when a great Tzaddik is attached to Hashem, the Tzaddik’s 
speech has the power to draw forth abundant blessings from nature and from sources where 
it is latent. However, Moshe erred and struck the rock, because the staff was Yaakov’s and he 
had crossed the Yarden with it [Chazal say it had Hashem’s Name inscribed on it]. The staff 
had special powers and Moshe assumed that the Shem Hashem on the staff was what was to 
draw out the latent waters from the rock rather than his refined, holy speech. 

This was Moshe’s sin. Because he was angered and struck the rock, Klal Yisrael failed 
to see the power of speech and failed to learn this lesson. Had they learned the secret of 
refined, elevated speech, they too would sanctify their mouths. We can all reach this lofty 
level if we guard our tongues and lips and do not blemish them with sin and forbidden 
speech, rather attaching them to the source of truth.  

Instead, they said to themselves, “Moshe could bring water from a dry stone because 
he used a magical staff. We do not have access to such powers and so only he can do that. But 
really even anyone who sanctifies his speech could draw forth water and latent energy even 
from a dry stone with holy words spoken in purity and sanctity. There was a failure to teach 
them this lesson and so their emuna was lowered and their understanding of speech 
blemished. 

May Hashem grant us the insight to understand just how lofty and holy our words can 
be! 
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“And you shall speak to the stone” (20:8). 

The holy Ropshitzer taught that when Hashem told Moshe to strike the stone He was 
telling him to use the gematria format called striking – hako’a, where the letters are multiplied 
by each other. The Arizal teaches us in this Parsha that the word sela, spelled samech, lamed, 
ayin is equal to the gematria of Hashem’s name through hako’a. 

Hashem’s name is spelled yud and hei and vov and hei. When you use hako’a you 
multiply the gematria value of each letter with the next one. Here, we multiply yud by hei, hei 
times yud, vov times hei and hei times vov [10x5=50 5x10=50 6x5=30 5x6=30] and this equals 
one hundred and sixty, the same numerical value as sela. Samech=60 + lamed=30 + ayin=70 = 
160. 

This is what is meant that the sela would give forth its waters. It means that the 
Chassidim of the Divine Name latent within it would be drawn out. Moshe erred and believed 
that to do this required striking the rock so that hako’a would cause the gematria of sela to be 
equal to the Divine Name of Hashem. However, there are Tzaddikim whose power of speech 
can achieve the same results as a forceful blow, which is an action rather than just speech. 
Moshe’s speech could have achieved this but he mistakenly thought he needed to act, because 
he was so humble that he did not believe his speech had such a power. However, he was on 
such a lofty level that he could have acted on speech alone. 

n n n 

 

 

 
 

“The gates of heaven opened up and I saw G-dly visions, the Creator of the four corners of the 
earth, and I gazed and meditated upon that which I had permission to, and began to explain at the 
beginning of Hashem’s holy words” Ohr HaChaim, Bereishis 
 

Praises for the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 
Segula for Pure Thoughts and Yiras Shomayim 

The Skulener Rebbe, Rav Eliezer Zisha, used to have the minhag to study the 
commentary of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh with every new chosson on the pasuk kemaasei Eretz 
Mitzrayim, which admonishes us against following the licentious behavior of the Egyptians. 
He said that it was a segula for Yiras Shomayim and pure thoughts. (Kadsheini Bemitzvosecha p. 
12) 

n 

He Saves Whoever Studies His Sefer Regularly 
Rav Chaim Palagi writes that it is recorded that during the wars in Poland, the holy 

Alshich revealed himself to a wise sage who had studied his seforim regularly. “It was revealed 
to me in a dream that this is also true regarding the holy sefer Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh by Rav 
Chaim ben Attar [that the author will stand by whoever studies it regularly and save him in 

 
OHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIM    

 
Zera Kodesh 
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times of trouble and need]. (Kaf HaChaim by Rav Chaim Palagi 31:55) 

n 

The Holy Lights Of The Ohr Hachaim 

The Pora Aduma Alludes to Harsh Judgments and their Cleansing 

“A red heifer that never carried a yoke” (19:2). 

The Ohr HaChaim points out that all the different aspects of the Pora Aduma allude to 
different aspects of harsh judgments. The fact that the pora must be a red heifer, for example, 
alludes to din, because the color red symbolizes dinim. The fact that the pora must be temima, 
entirely red with even just two black hairs rendering it unfit for use (Mishna Maseches Pora 
2:5) and requiring that even the extremities such as the horns and hooves must also be red 
and not black and surely not white, all these hints at the overwhelming emphasis on harsh 
judgment.  

In addition, the Halocha that the Pora must never have carried any burden also alludes 
to dinim, because, explains the Ohr HaChaim, carrying a burden is a sweetening and easing of 
judgment. This is the deeper meaning behind the statement of Chazal in Berochos 5a, that pain 
and suffering [like carrying a heavy burden] ease and atone for all a man’s iniquities. The 
Halocha that the pora must be burned in the fire also alludes to din, since fire represents dinim. 
When all the aforementioned aspects and allusions to dinim are gathered together in one pora 
and that pora is now burned in fire, this chases away all forms of impurity that had been 
attached to a dead body [which the ashes of the pora purify]. 

The Ohr HaChaim cites the Sifri Zuta and the ruling of the Rambam Hilchos Pora 1:1 that 
we may not use an eigel (a calf) or raise one until it is old enough to be a pora. The deeper 
meaning of this Halocha is also because of the allusion to dinim which we seek to cleanse, 
purify and burn away into ash, because the word Pora alludes to the gematria of the mystical 
numerical value of the Par: 280 dinim, as explained by the Arizal. We are therefore 
commanded to take the animal only when it is old enough to be named a pora and not an 
eigel, because we want her proper name to allude to the Par Dinim and have an equivalent 
gematria value to them. 

n n n 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 
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Others say that it is the custom within 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The ligh
people would like to express themselves in a 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov

The author of the Pele Yo’etz
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle

  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ ָר ל �ָ 	 עַ 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר 
 ְ!ַרֲחִמי% ְֶ#ַקֵ!ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ� ֵוא�ֵהי

ל (ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ!ַמֲעֶ)  ֵ!י', ְ!ִדי!�ר
 �/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל *ה ֶ מָ ָ נְ � חַ ר
� .י%יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת !ִ רוֹ ר

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of t
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a res
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, 

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.

n n

Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS BEGINNING 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Sivan

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

+ 8888
thththth
    of of of of TammuTammuTammuTammuzzzz ~ Begins Motzai Shabbos (

� Rav Shaul ben Arye Leib Levenstam, 

� Rav Meir ben Rav Eliezer Horowitz of Dzikov (Tarnobrzeg), born in 1819, 

Imrei Noam, grandson of Rav Naftoli, the Ropshitzer 

Horowitz, was Rav of Majdan. Another son, Rav Aharon Horowitz, married Fradel, a 

daughter of the Divrei Chaim

� Rav Mordechai ben Avrohom Twerski of Kozmir, 

(5678/1918); 

� Rav Chaim Mashash, mechaber

� Rav Shlomo ben Rav Yehuda 
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Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit
has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 

people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
Yom Tov as well. 

Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 

Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

	 עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ !ַ ' ִמ גֵ מָ / הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת !ַ ,צַ ְמ 
 

ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת *מַ ְ י נִ יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ 
ֵוא�ֵהי ֶא�ֵקינ� 'ה י2נֶ פָ לְ ' ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,_____

ְ!ִדי!�ר ֵ!י', ְ!ַמַחָָבה ֵ!י', עוֶֹ)ה ֶ,ִני ַהטוֹב 
פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ !ִ �, לאֵ ָר ְ) יִ  2ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ נְ י לִ יל�עִ לְ 

ר�% צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ# ' ֶ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm

n n n n

GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z

BEGINNING MOTZAI SHABBOS CHUKAS
http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Sivan 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

~ Begins Motzai Shabbos (Jul 1
st
) 

Arye Leib Levenstam, Av Bais Din Amsterdam, (5557/1797);

Rav Eliezer Horowitz of Dzikov (Tarnobrzeg), born in 1819, 

, grandson of Rav Naftoli, the Ropshitzer Rav. One of his sons, Rav Tuvia 

of Majdan. Another son, Rav Aharon Horowitz, married Fradel, a 

Chaim of Sanz in 1878, (5637/1877);  

Avrohom Twerski of Kozmir, Mechaber of Maamar Mordechai

mechaber of Nishmas Chaim, (5664/1904); 

Rav Yehuda HaKohen, considered a great Mekubol

yahrzeit candle on the day 
ting has no accompanying blessing, and 

when lighting the candle. This is not only 

1828), did in fact compose such a 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

is reproduced and translated below, 

ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ# [

ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
____________ת !ַ /'!ֵ 

 ַמֲעֶ)ה ָ(ל �ְבָרצוֹ'
לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ לְ ת �כ�זְ לִ 
____________יק ִד צַ 

he soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
ting and an elevation of the souls of 

your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 

n 

Z 

CHUKAS 

www.anshe.org 

Amsterdam, (5557/1797); 

Rav Eliezer Horowitz of Dzikov (Tarnobrzeg), born in 1819, mechaber of 

is sons, Rav Tuvia 

of Majdan. Another son, Rav Aharon Horowitz, married Fradel, a 

Maamar Mordechai, 

Mekubol, who wrote Yafeh 
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Sha’a, (5587/1827); 

� Rav Eliyohu Mani of Chevron, a great Mekubol. An associate of the Ben Ish Chai in 

Baghdad, Rav Eliyohu moved to Eretz Yisrael, became Rav in Chevron and wrote 

Zichronos Eliyohu, (5531/1899). 

+ 9999
thththth
    of of of of TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz ~ Begins Sunday Night (Jul 2

nd
) 

� Rav Zalman Sorotzkin, the Lutzker Rav and mechaber of Oznaim LaTorah (b. 1881). 

Learned at Volozhin and Slabodka; married the daughter of Rav Eliezer Gordon, Rosh 

Yeshiva of Telshe, and moved to Telshe to help run the Yeshiva. Rav of Voronova at age 

thirty for two years, befriending Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzinski, then served as Rav of Zhetel 

for eighteen years. In 1914, he fled to Minsk and became a close friend of the Chazon Ish. 

Moved to Lutsk in 1930 and was Rav until World War II. He moved to Eretz Yisrael during 

the War. Led by Rav Aharon Kotler and the members of the Israeli Moetzes Gedolei 

HaTorah, Chinuch Atzmai was formed in 1953. Rav Zalman Sorotzkin was chosen to head 

it, (5726/1966); 

� Rav Moshe Chevroni, Rosh Yeshiva Chevron Yeshiva, mechaber of the Mas’as Moshe. He 

was a son-in-law of Rav Moshe Mordechai Epstein (Rosh Yeshiva in Slobodka, Chevron) 

and a talmid of the Chofetz Chaim, (5735/1975); 

� Rav Yekusiel Yehuda ben Rav Tzvi Hirsch Halberstam, the Klausenberger Rebbe (b. 

1905), great-grandson of the Divrei Chaim of Sanz. He spent most of World War II in 

concentration camps. During his last fifteen years of life, he founded Kollelei Shas in Eretz 

Yisrael and America. These Kollelei Shas were intended for premier avreichim who were 

already known for their sharp intellect and hasmoda. The goal of the kollel was that in the 

course of three years, the members had to complete the entire Shas. Every member had to 

obligate himself to be tested on seventy-five blatt Gemora with Tosafos each month and 

know them by heart! Then, in 1983, at his house in Kiryat Sanz, Netanya, he laid the 

cornerstone for what would ultimately become Mifal HaShas, where avreichim would learn 

thirty blatt of Gemora with Tosafos with a built-in review program and be tested monthly on 

the material learned. In addition to his tremendous efforts on behalf of Torah learning, the 

Rebbe also used his experiences from the war to stimulate him in another area. Having 

survived the horror of witnessing the murder of his wife and their eleven children, Rav 

Yekusiel vowed to dedicate his life to welfare and good health of all Jewish children. He 

founded Laniado Hospital in Netanya in 1975 after fifteen years of fund-raising. His vision 

of a proper Jewish hospital was confirmed in 1990, as it was one of the only hospitals in 

Eretz Yisrael to have every employee working during the 127-day doctors’ strike. After his 

petira, his eldest surviving son, Rav Zvi Elimelech Halberstam, became the new Sanz 

Rebbe in Eretz Yisrael, as well as president of the hospital, (5754/1994); 

� Rav Dovid Lipschitz, president of Ezras Torah welfare program in the US, and dean of 

Yeshiva Rabbeinu Yitzchok Elchonon (b. 1906). Known as the Suvalker Rav, he was born in 

Minsk, but moved to Grodno as a child, where he later studied in Yeshiva Sha’ar HaTorah 

of Rav Shimon Shkop. He transferred to the Mir Yeshiva where he studied under Rav 

Eliezer Yehuda Finkel and Rav Yerucham Levovitz. At age twenty-four, he married 

Tzippora Chava Yoselewitz and two years later, in 1935, he succeeded his father-in-law as 

Rav of Suvalk, a title he carried for the rest of his life. One-half of Suvalk’s six thousand 

Jews (including the Lifshitz family) escaped to Lithuania. In June 1941, Rav Lifschitz 

arrived in San Francisco on a boat that carried several other leading sages. Rav Lifschitz’s 
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first position was in the USA was in Chicago, but he soon moved to Yeshiva Rabbeinu 

Yitzchok Elchonon (the rabbinical school that later became Yeshiva University), where he 

remained for the rest of his life. A small number of his shmuessen were printed 

posthumously under the title Tehilla LeDovid, (5753/1933); 

� Rav Mendel Falik. Born in Paterson, New Jersey, his family moved to Brooklyn when he 

was eleven years old so that he could have a proper chinuch. He attended Yeshiva Torah 

Vodaas until the age of fifteen, when his parents sent their ben yochid to the Yeshiva of 

Philadelphia. He then went to Bais Medrash Govoha. After several years, he moved to St. 

Louis, to begin his career as a marbitz Torah. For close to forty years, Rav Mendel was a 

mechanech par excellence. For most of those years, he was a Rebbe in Yeshiva Torah 

Temima, (5767/2007); 

� Rav Yosef Shlomo Dayan, a talmid of Rav Mordechai Sharabi, a great Sefardi sage of the 

twentieth century, (5745/1985). 

+ 10101010
thththth
    of of of of TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz ~ Begins Monday Night (Jul 3

rd
) 

� Rav Binyomin Levy of Smyrna, (5481/1721); 

� Rav Mordechai of Kremnitz, one of the five sons of the Maggid of Zlotchov, Rav Yechiel 

Michel. One of his four brothers was Rav Moshe of Zvhill, the first Zvhiller Rebbe. Rav 

Mordechai was also the father-in-law of Rav Aharon II of Karlin (the Bais Aharon), 

(5573/1813); 

� Rav Eliezer of Neustadt ben Rav Tzvi HaLevi Horowitz, grandson of the Chozeh of Lublin, 

(5603/1843). 

+ 11111111
thththth
    of of of of TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Jul 4

th
) 

� Rav Yitzchok Chiyus (Chayes; Chayus), Rav in Prossnitz (Prostejov) and Prague and 

mechaber of Pnei Yitzchok (which sets Yoreh Dea to rhyme); Siach Yitzchok (which sets 

Hilchos Pesach to rhyme); and Pachad Yitzchok, a commentary on the passage in 

Masseches Gittin which deals with the destruction of the Bais HaMikdosh, as well as Api 

Rav’reve, (5376/1616); 

� Rav Aharon Moshe Toibish, Rav and Av Bais Din of Jassy (Yassy; Iasi; Yosser; Tirgu-

Yasski), Romania, and mechaber of Karnei Re’em and To’eifos Re’em. Yassy, the capital of 

Moldova, once had forty thousand inhabitants, but fires in 1822 and 1827 reduced that 

number by a half. In 1854, the whole of Moldova was in Bessarabia, a province of Russia. 

In 1849, 20 percent were Jews, and in 1908, close to 50 percent were Jews, (5612/1852); 

� Rav Tzvi Hirsch of Zhidatchov (Zidichoiv) ben Rav Yitzchok Isaac Eichenstein was born 

in Sambor, Ukraine, in 1763 (some say 1785), and passed away June 22, 1831 (5591), in 

Zhidatchov, Galicia. He was a famous Chassidic Rebbe, a noted Talmudist, Mekubol and 

mechaber of chiddushim on Torah and responsa. He founded the Zhidatchov Chassidic 

dynasty. Rav Tzvi Hirsch was the oldest of five brothers, all of whom were great Rabbonim. 

He was a talmid of the Chozeh of Lublin; Rav Moshe Leib of Sassov; the Maggid of 

Kozhnitz; and Rav Mendel of Rimanov. He was very involved in the study of Kabbola and 

wrote seforim on Kabbola and the revealed Torah – and championed the position that the 

practice of Chassidus had to be firmly based on the study of the Kabbola of the Ari 

HaKodosh. His many seforim include Ateres Tzvi on Zohar (he is known by the name of 

this sefer) and Bais Yisrael on Torah. 
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It is related in Eser Kedushos (Piotrkow, 1906 – Maarekhet Moharaza Mi-Zidachov, p. 39), 

that Rav Tzvi Hirsch of Zhidatchov said to his brother Rav Moshe of Sambor that in one of 

his transmigrations he had been the Riba (Rav Yishmoel ben Elisha), the Kohen Godol. 

There is a story told about his father Rav Yitzchok Isaac Eichenstein, who once let out a 

great sigh. When asked by his wife what that was about, he replied that he was worried 

about how they (he and his wife) would go to Gan Eden. His wife replied with two words 

from Parshas Chukas: נֲַעֶלה ַּבְמִסָּלה, (Bamidbar 20:19) – “On the highway we will go up.” 

What she really meant by these words was: “נֲַעֶלה – we will go up to Gan Eden,  ַּבְמִסָּלהand , 

has the first letters of their sons’ names: Beirish; Moshe; Sender; Lipa and Hirsch. Through 

the merit of our great sons we will merit Gan Eden”, (5591/1831); 

� Rav Avrohom Damesek of Cracow, mechaber of Avnei Kodesh, (5601/1841); 

� Rav Yehuda Leib Tzirelson, (b. 1859). In 1908, he became Rav and Av Bais Din in 

Kishinev. In 1912, he was among core Jewish leaders and Rabbonim who laid the 

foundation of the Agudas Yisrael movement. In 1918, Bessarabia became part of Romania 

and Rav Tzirelson was nominated chief Rav of the whole Bessarabia. In 1920, having 

enough knowledge of the Romanian language, he was elected to represent Jews of 

Bessarabia in the Parliament of Romania in Bucharest. In 1922, he became the only 

Bessarabian Jewish representative in the parliament, (5701/1941); 

� Rav Elchonon Bunim Wasserman (b. 1875), mechaber of Kovetz Shiurim; Kovetz Heoros; 

Kovetz Maamorim and Ikvesa D’Meshicha. Born in the town of Birz, Lithuania, he learned 

at Telshe under Rav Eliezer Gordon and Rav Shimon Shkop. He then lived with and learned 

from Rav Chaim Soloveitchik from 1897 to 1899. He learned from the Chofetz Chaim 

1907–10, becoming his closest talmid, and then went to Brisk to be Rosh Yeshiva. He 

became Rosh Yeshiva of Baranovich after World War I in 1920 and expanded it from sixty 

to five hundred bochurim [12th of Tammuz, according to some), (5701/1941); 

� Rav Shmiel Shmelka Rubin, the Sulitzer Rebbe, (5773/2013); 

� Rav Shmuel (“Shmelke”) Pinter, the Bukovsker Rebbe, (5679/1919–5754/1994). 

+ 12121212
thththth
    of of of of TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Jul 5

th
) 

� Rabbeinu Yaakov ben Osher, the Ba’al HaTurim (1268 [some say 1270/5030]–1340/5100), 

son of the Rosh. He wrote a major work named Tur. The mechaber is simply known as 

Ba’al HaTurim, meaning author of the Turim. The Ba’al HaTurim revealed many secrets 

from the Torah in the Gematria of words, acrostics, forming of letters and word patterns 

within the Scriptures, and he revealed many novel Torah understandings from similar words 

used in other parts of the Tanach. His illustrious father, Rav Osher ben Yechiel, famous as 

the Rosh, was one of the greatest Talmudists of his day. He was a talmid of the famous Rav 

Meir of Rothenburg, leader of German Jewry, who was imprisoned by the German 

government and held for ransom. Count Meinhard of Goitz, then head of the government, 

would have none but Rav Osher as surety for the raising of the ransom money. Rav Meir, 

however, forbade his people to ransom him, in order not to encourage the governors of other 

places to imprison Jewish scholars and leaders for ransom. While Rav Osher and the count 

negotiated for the release of Rav Meir, and Rav Osher tried to raise the huge sum from the 

various Jewish communities in Germany, Rav Meir was niftar in prison. Rav Osher now 

considered the negotiations as null and void, but the governor still demanded the ransom 

money and held Rav Osher responsible for it. Rav Osher, therefore, had to flee Germany, 
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and he successfully made his escape together with his family, among whom was Rav 

Yaakov, still a young boy. For many years before this happened, German Jewry had suffered 

terrible persecution and massacres, wit

slowly being destroyed. With the departure of Rav Osher from that country, a great period 

of Talmudic study in Germany came to an end, but it began to flourish anew in Spain, where 

Rav Osher finally settled. The Jewish community of Toledo accepted the German refugee as 

its chief Rav. He immediately set up a 

with his children after him, exerted a strong influence upon 

Jewish life and scholarship in Spain, as well as elsewhere. 

When his father fled Germany with his entire family to Spain 

in 1803, Rav Yaakov first lived with his brother Rav Yechiel in 

Barcelona, and then moved to Toledo, where his father was 

Rav. His younger brother, Rav Yehuda, who would marry Rav 

Yaakov’s daughter, succeeded the 

while Rav Yaakov himself preferred to take a position on the 

Bais Din. His monumental 

includes virtually all opinions available to Rav Yaakov, as well 

as a wealth of customs. The many commen

include those of Rav Yosef Karo (the 

Rav Yoel Sirkes (the Bayis Chodosh

Yosef Escapa (the Rosh Yosef

comments that without a proper study of the 

determine Halocha. Rav Yaakov also authored 

Piskei HaRosh), an abridged version of his father’s compendium of the 

Sefer Meshorim. Rav Yaakov was 

� Rav Eliyohu Boruch Kamai

Avrohom, the brother of the Vilna 

when the boy was only two, and the boy’s teacher was his stepfather and future father

law, Rav Chaim Zev Jaffe. Beginning in 1868, Rav Elya Boruch also succeeded Rav Chaim 

Zev as Rav of the town of Shkod, Lithuania. In 1899, Rav Elya Boruch was called to serve 

as Rosh Yeshiva of the Mirrer 

town of Mir. When his co-Rosh Yeshiva

Boruch named his own son

Some of Rav Elya Boruch’s lectures were published under the title 

succeeded as Rav of Mir by his son, Rav Avrohom Zvi Kamai, who was massacred with 

2,300 of his congregants on the 18

� Release of Rav Yosef Yitzchok Schneerson of Lubavitch from Soviet prison, (5687/1927);

� Rav Eliyohu Yosef ben 

Yerushalayim, and wrote Ohalei Yosef

+ 13131313
thththth
    of of of of TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz ~ Begins 

� Rav Yitzchok Leib Sofer, of Drohovitch, (5667/1907);

� Rav Moshe ben Rav Naftoli Hirsch Ravkash, the 

commentary on Shulchon Aruch

community did not believe that th

the great Torah scholars of that generation did, in fact, escape to freedom. Among them 
Chukas / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

and he successfully made his escape together with his family, among whom was Rav 

Yaakov, still a young boy. For many years before this happened, German Jewry had suffered 

terrible persecution and massacres, with the result that the great Talmud

slowly being destroyed. With the departure of Rav Osher from that country, a great period 

of Talmudic study in Germany came to an end, but it began to flourish anew in Spain, where 

. The Jewish community of Toledo accepted the German refugee as 

. He immediately set up a Yeshiva there, and he, 

with his children after him, exerted a strong influence upon 

Jewish life and scholarship in Spain, as well as elsewhere. 

father fled Germany with his entire family to Spain 

in 1803, Rav Yaakov first lived with his brother Rav Yechiel in 

Barcelona, and then moved to Toledo, where his father was 

. His younger brother, Rav Yehuda, who would marry Rav 

eeded the Rosh as Rav of Toledo, 

while Rav Yaakov himself preferred to take a position on the 

. His monumental halachic work, the Arba’a Turim, 

includes virtually all opinions available to Rav Yaakov, as well 

as a wealth of customs. The many commentators on the Tur 

include those of Rav Yosef Karo (the Bais Yosef); Rav Moshe Isserles (

Bayis Chodosh); Rav Yehoshua Falk (Derisha uPerisha

Rosh Yosef), who deals with only a part of the work

comments that without a proper study of the Tur and its commentaries, one cannot begin to 

. Rav Yaakov also authored Sefer HaRemozim (also known as

), an abridged version of his father’s compendium of the 

. Rav Yaakov was niftar in Toledo, (5100/1340); 

Rav Eliyohu Boruch Kamai, Mirrer Rosh Yeshiva (b. 1840). A descendant of Rav 

Avrohom, the brother of the Vilna Gaon, Rav Elya was born in Telz. His father passed away 

y was only two, and the boy’s teacher was his stepfather and future father

law, Rav Chaim Zev Jaffe. Beginning in 1868, Rav Elya Boruch also succeeded Rav Chaim 

of the town of Shkod, Lithuania. In 1899, Rav Elya Boruch was called to serve 

of the Mirrer Yeshiva. In 1901, Rav Elya Boruch also became 

Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Avrohom Tiktinsky, retired in 1907, Rav Elya 

Boruch named his own son-in-law, Rav Eliezer Yehuda Finkel, to the faculty of the 

Some of Rav Elya Boruch’s lectures were published under the title Zichron Eliyohu

of Mir by his son, Rav Avrohom Zvi Kamai, who was massacred with 

2,300 of his congregants on the 18th of Cheshvan in 1942, (5677/1917); 

e of Rav Yosef Yitzchok Schneerson of Lubavitch from Soviet prison, (5687/1927);

 Rav Arye Leib Rivlin. He taught Chabad Chassidus

Ohalei Yosef, (5565/1805–5625/1865).  

~ Begins Thursday Night (Jul 6
th

) 

, of Drohovitch, (5667/1907); 

Rav Naftoli Hirsch Ravkash, the mechaber of 

Shulchon Aruch. During the fury of the Cossacks in Vilna, most of the 

community did not believe that the danger was imminent, so they did not escape. A few of 

scholars of that generation did, in fact, escape to freedom. Among them 

and he successfully made his escape together with his family, among whom was Rav 

Yaakov, still a young boy. For many years before this happened, German Jewry had suffered 

Talmud academies were 

slowly being destroyed. With the departure of Rav Osher from that country, a great period 

of Talmudic study in Germany came to an end, but it began to flourish anew in Spain, where 

. The Jewish community of Toledo accepted the German refugee as 

); Rav Moshe Isserles (Darchei Moshe); 

Derisha uPerisha); and Rav 

), who deals with only a part of the work. The Chida 

and its commentaries, one cannot begin to 

(also known as Kitzur 

), an abridged version of his father’s compendium of the Talmud, quoted in 

(b. 1840). A descendant of Rav 

, Rav Elya was born in Telz. His father passed away 

y was only two, and the boy’s teacher was his stepfather and future father-in-

law, Rav Chaim Zev Jaffe. Beginning in 1868, Rav Elya Boruch also succeeded Rav Chaim 

of the town of Shkod, Lithuania. In 1899, Rav Elya Boruch was called to serve 

. In 1901, Rav Elya Boruch also became Rav of the 

, Rav Avrohom Tiktinsky, retired in 1907, Rav Elya 

law, Rav Eliezer Yehuda Finkel, to the faculty of the Yeshiva. 

Zichron Eliyohu. He was 

of Mir by his son, Rav Avrohom Zvi Kamai, who was massacred with 

e of Rav Yosef Yitzchok Schneerson of Lubavitch from Soviet prison, (5687/1927); 

Chabad Chassidus in 

of Be’er HaGola, a 

. During the fury of the Cossacks in Vilna, most of the 

e danger was imminent, so they did not escape. A few of 

scholars of that generation did, in fact, escape to freedom. Among them 
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were the Shach, the Sha’ar Ephraim and the Be’er HaGola. He spent a few years in 

Amsterdam until it was safe to return, (5431/1671); 

� Rav Arye Leib ben Rav Mordechai HaLevi Epstein, mechaber of HaPardes, (5535/1775); 

� Rav Mordechai of Kremnitz [Kremnica], one of the five sons of the Zlotschover Maggid, 

Rav Yechiel Michel, who were referred to as Chamisha Chumshai Torah. One of Rav 

Mordechai’s brothers was Rav Moshe of Zvhill, the first Zvhiller Rebbe, (5580/1820); 

� Rav Dovid of Rachmistrivka, (5710/1950); 

� Rav Chanoch Henoch Dov ben Elozor Rubin, the Sassover Rebbe of London, 

(5680/1920); 

·  Wearing of the yellow star was decreed mandatory for all Jews in the Baltic States, 

(5701/1941); 

·  Minsk (Russia) was captured by the Germans, trapping about forty thousand Jews, 

(5702/1942); 

·  The German army command, led by Erwin Rommel, reached El Alamein in Northern 

Egypt, 96 km west of Alexandria. After Gedolim in Eretz Yisrael held massive tefilla 

rallies, the Germans retreated. 

+ 14141414
thththth
    of of of of TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz ~ Begins Friday Night (Jul 7

th
) 

� Rav Yitzchok Isaac Rosenbaum of Zutchka (b. 1906). Born in Romania to Rav Issomor 

Rosenbaum of Nadvorna, he was named after his mother’s ancestor, Rav Yitzchok Isaac of 

Komarna. At an early age, his family moved to Czernovitz, whose 45,000 Jews constituted 

about 45 percent of the city’s population. The first Maskilim settled in Czernovitz at the start 

of the nineteenth century, and their influence had grown so fast that, by 1849, they 

controlled the Board of the Jewish Community. It was in Czernowitz that secular 

Yiddishism held a major convocation and proclaimed Yiddish as the Jewish national 

language in 1908. After Rav Yitzchok Isaac married his wife, Chana, his father asked him to 

preside as Rav and Admor in the town of Vashkowitz. Two years later, he moved to Zutchka, 

where he remained until World War II. Soon after the war, Rav Yitzchok Isaac moved to 

Boro Park. After Rav Yitzchok Isaac’s father passed away, he settled in Tel Aviv to take over 

his father’s Bais Medrash, in 1973. In 1981, he relocated to Bnei Brak. One of the Rebbe’s 

sons, Rav Nosson Dovid, took over the Zutchka Bais Medrash in Bnei Brak, (5760/2000); 

� Rav Yosef ben Rav Moshe Trani, the Maharit (b. 1568). Born in Tzefas, he married a 

descendant of Rav Yosef Caro, but fled Tzefas due to plague outbreak, returning to Tzefas 

to head a Yeshiva in 1594. He moved to Constantinople in 1604, becoming Rav of the city 

and leader of Turkish Jewry a few years later. He is best known for his teshuvos, 

(5399/1639); 

� Rav Shmuel Shatin, the Kos Hayeshuos. [According to some, 18th of Tammuz], Rav of 

Dramesht, (5479/1719); 

� Rav Yaakov ben Rav Yehuda Leib HaLevi Ruderman (b. 1901), Rosh Yeshiva of Ner 

Yisrael, Baltimore. Born on Shushan Purim in 1901 in Dolhinov, Russia, he studied in 

Yeshiva Knesses Yisrael in Slobodka, then headed by Rav Nosson Zvi Finkel (the Alter) and 

Rav Moshe Mordechai Epstein. Among his colleagues in Slobodka were Rav Reuven 

Grozovsky; Rav Ruderman’s first cousin, Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky; Rav Aharon Kotler; 

and Rav Yitzchok Hutner. In 1926, Rav Ruderman published his only written work, Avodas 

HaLevi. In 1930, Rav Ruderman joined his father-in-law, Rav Sheftel Kramer, at the latter’s 



11 � Chukas / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

Yeshiva in Cleveland. In 1933, Rav Ruderman moved to Baltimore and founded the Ner 

Yisrael Yeshiva, leading that Yeshiva for fifty-four years until his passing. His petira in 1987 

followed less than one-and-a-half years after the passing of Rav Kaminetzky and Rav 

Moshe Feinstein. Rav Ruderman’s students have published two volumes of his teachings 

posthumously: Sichos Levi contains mussar/ethical insights based on the weekly Parsha, 

while Mas’as Levi contains lectures on the nineteenth-century work Minchas Chinuch and 

other Talmudic and halachic insights, (5747/1987); 

� Rav Mordechai Attia, great Sefardi Rosh Yeshiva in Yerushalayim, (5738/1978). 

 

Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 

the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

בית הקברות הוא מקו� מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה 
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, א	 אל ישי� מגמתו נגד המתי�, ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, הצדיקי� שוכני עפר  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we have 

the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we approach 
them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed souls ask and 
daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead 
which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and 
bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly 
alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone. 

 

Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Shaul Ben Arye Leib LevenstamRav Shaul Ben Arye Leib LevenstamRav Shaul Ben Arye Leib LevenstamRav Shaul Ben Arye Leib Levenstam,,,,    8888thththth    of of of of TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz    

Av Bais Din Amsterdam 

Purim in Amsterdam 

During his travels, the Chida visited 
many Rabbonim all over Europe, and in his 
sefer Ma’agal Tov, he describes the Purim 
table he witnessed in Rav Shaul’s home: 
“There was a two-amos high miniature 

model of a building of Achashverosh’s 
palace and Shushan’s streets. There were 
several towers; in one was depicted the 
courtyard where Mordechai sat in Persian 
costume in sackcloth, in another scene 
Homon falling at Queen Esther’s feet as 
Achashverosh entered in anger, still 
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another Homon hanging from the tree – 
and surrounding all these towers the war 
that took place to save the Jews and protect 
them from their enemies. All of these were 
fashioned from sugar and painted and 
colored exquisitely as a gift for the Rav. 

Similarly, there was a block of cheese that 
said “Kosher for Passover”, as well as 
pickles in vinegar and fruits and all manner 
of delicacies reproduced lifelike – but all 
made of sugar! The Rav sat at this princely 
royal table and shared Divrei Torah! 

    

Rav Meir Ben Rav Eliezer Horowitz of DzikovRav Meir Ben Rav Eliezer Horowitz of DzikovRav Meir Ben Rav Eliezer Horowitz of DzikovRav Meir Ben Rav Eliezer Horowitz of Dzikov, , , , 8888
thththth
    of of of of TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz    

Mechaber of Imrei Noam    
Humble Beginnings 

Once, when the Imrei Noam was 
only six, his father brought him before the 
heilige Ropshitzer Rav, who asked him for 
the reason we eat kugel on Shabbos. In the 
blink of an eye, the bright young lad 
answered that Kugel stands for the first 
letters of the pasuk Vehu kezera gad lovon 
(Shemos 16:31) – vov, kaf, gimmel and 
lamed – the same letters as Kugel. We eat 
Kugel to remember the Mon (Shulchon 
Aruch Orach Chaim, Hilchos Shabbos). 

When he was eleven, his father took 
him to the Ziditchover Rebbe, the Ateres 
Tzvi, and he sat beside his father during the 
tisch. After the Rebbe said Torah, the 
Ateres Tzvi turned to the lad and said, “He 
grabs the words of Torah from my mouth 
as I say them!” Rav Yitzchok Stutchiner 
interpreted Rav Hirschele Ziditchover’s 
words to mean that when the Imrei Noam 
grew up he too would say Torah in a 
similar style and manner to the 
Ziditchover. (Hillula Kaddisha p. 174) 

 

An Esrog Sent By Express Train 

According to some traditions, the 
way the Imrei Noam’s shidduch evolved 
between himself and Rebbetzin Devora, the 
daughter of Rav Kalonymous Kalman 

Reinhold Pitzales, was as follows: 

There was once a severe shortage of 
esrogim and the heilige Ropshitzer had 
been unable to procure one. A wealthy 
merchant woman from the Pitzales family 
heard about this, sold all her property and 
wealth and managed to procure an esrog 
for that princely sum, which left her 
penniless. Seeing no other way to get it to 
the Tzaddik before Yom Tov, she sent it via 
express mail by train and instructed the 
postman that when the train arrived at the 
station he was to have the conductor 
anounce their arrival by tooting the steam 
engine’s horn. 

That Sukkos the Ropshitzer had no 
esrog. The Tzaddik resigned himself that 
the following day, Yom Tov morning, he 
would recite Hallel without an esrog. 
However, during the Rebbe’s tisch, the 
sound of a steam engine’s tooting horn was 
overheard. “Aha! An esrog!!” exclaimed the 
Rebbe – and sure enough, that Yom Tov 
the Tzaddik bensched besimcha rabba on 
an esrog. Seeing who had sent this prize 
esrog to him, the Ropshitzer declared, 
“Write down after Yom Tov that one day 
our descendants shall marry one another!” 
And so it was! (In the name of Rav Yitzchok 
Stutchiner, HaChochma Me’ayin p. 105) 
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Rav Mordechai Ben Avrohom Twerski of KozmirRav Mordechai Ben Avrohom Twerski of KozmirRav Mordechai Ben Avrohom Twerski of KozmirRav Mordechai Ben Avrohom Twerski of Kozmir, , , , 8888
thththth
    of of of of TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz    

Mechaber of Maamar Mordechai 

Heilige Neshomos 

The Trisker Maggid, the Mogen 
Avrohom, told his son that he worked very 
hard for a long time to draw down his 
father Rav Mottele the Chernobyler 
Maggid’s neshoma into him. In fact, Rav 
Mordechai of Kozmir himself used to say, 
“My father davened to Hashem that I 
should be granted very holy, lofty souls: the 
neshoma of my grandfather, Rav 
Mordechai of Chernobyl, as well as the 
neshoma of the Tzaddik Rav Mordechai of 
Neshchiz. His prayers were answered and 
Hashem granted that I have these 
neshomos. (Panei’ach Raza Ohr HaMeir) 

 

A Kli Cheres in the Sukka 

Once, as a young child, Rav 
Mordechai was in the sukka talking to 
some boys his age and their conversation 
was full of jokes and boyish, childish 
matters. When his father, the Trisker 
Maggid, saw this, he grew very upset and 
scolded the young child, saying, “You 
should know that I worked very hard to 
draw down my father’s neshoma into you 
and now here you stand, chatting about 
idle matters – in the sukka of all places?! 
Don’t you know that someone who speaks 
idly is like an earthernware vessel, a kli 
cheres, and the Halocha is that no 
earthenware keilim are allowed in the 
sukka! Hearing this, the young child began 
to sob uncontrollably. “There there,” the 
Trisker Maggid consoled him, “the din is 
also that regarding a kli cheres, sheviroson 
zehu taharoson – breaking them purifies 
them from any defilement and tuma. Your 
crying and broken heart has purified you; 
this is sufficient!” (Hillula Kaddish p. 182–
183) 

 

With Eliyohu HaNovi 

Even as a young child, Rav 
Mordechai’s kedusha and sanctity were 
evident. When he was but eight he was 
once present at a bris, where his father, the 
Trisker Maggid, served as the sandak and 
held the newborn baby. He observed that 
someone was sitting beside his father: an 
old man with a long white beard.  

“Father, who is the elderly man 
sitting beside you?” he asked innocently.  

“That is Eliyohu HaNovi,” answered 
the Trisker Maggid, “and being that you 
can see him, I order you too to sit beside 
him!” (Hillula Kaddish p. 183) 

 

Don’t Meddle in my Grandson’s Ways 

Rav Mordechai married the 
daughter of Rav Osher of Stolin, the son of 
Rav Aharon of Karlin, mechaber of the Bais 
Aharon. Once, the Bais Aharon asked him 
to come early in the morning to study with 
him. However, when Rav Mordechai 
arrived to study with his grandfather-in-
law, instead he found him pacing to and 
fro. Finally he summoned the courage to 
ask why they were not studying and the 
Bais Aharon answered him, “Go 
gezunterheit – you may leave. Your 
grandfather, the Chernobyler Maggid, may 
his merit shield us, has just paid me a visit 
from the worlds above and warned me not 
to meddle in his grandson’s derech and to 
leave you be to follow your way.” Shortly 
thereafter, Rav Mordechai returned to 
Turesk to his father, the Trisker Maggid. 
(Hillula Kaddish page 183) 
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The Sulitzer Rebbe

Far Rockaway, NY – The End of an 
Era 

Rav Shmuel Shmelka Rubin, the 
Sulitzer Rebbe, represented, to all who 
knew him, the authentic Chassidishe 
Yiddishkeit of Europe. 

Rav Rubin was born in 1925, and 
was a scion of the Ropshitzer dynasty of 
Chassidus, descendants of Rav Naftoli Tzvi 
Horowitz of Ropshitz. Rav Naftoli Tzvi was 
a contemporary of the mechaber of the 
famed Nesivos HaMishpot on Choshen 
Mishpot, and studied with him. Rav Naftoli 
Tzvi was of the Zera Kodesh, a work that 
inspired those who learned it to reach 
remarkable heights in Dveikus Bashem. 

“What defined him? He came to Far 
Rockaway when only the White Shul was 
here,” remarked Rav Amnon Nissan, a 
congregant. “He remained true to his 
Chassidish Mesora – unwavering.” 

Rav Rubin came from an illustrious 
family. His father, Rav Yaakov Yisrael 
Yeshurun Rubin, was the Av Bais Din of 
Sulitza and Sasragen in Romania. He was 
the son-in-law of Rav Yissochor Ber 
Rosenbaum, the Rebbe of Stroznitz. Both of 
his parents were murdered in the Nazi 
Holocaust. A twenty-year-old Rav Rubin 
saw what he must do – help rebuild Torah 
and the communities that no longer 
existed. 

Rav Rubin had a special relationship 
with the Satmar Rebbe, Rav Yoel 
Teitelbaum. After the war, the Satmar 
Rebbe found his own unique task: to build 
up the kehillos that were devastated by the 
Nazis, yimach shemom. He saw a kindred 
spirit in the Sulitzer. At the Rebbe’s 
prompting, Rav Rubin and his Akeres 
Bayis moved to Far Rockaway. The Sulitzer 
represented the dynamicism and vibrancy 
of Ropshitzer Chassidus. He arrived in Far 
Rockaway only a few years after the war. 

They gave up all the conveniences of 
Brooklyn and came to a place where there 
were no Chassidim. The Rubin family had a 
number of children, who had few peers to 
play with. Rav Rubin was undeterred. He 
had come to establish a religious 
community. And establish he did. 

Many times, in the beginning, they 
had no minyan. The Rubin home was the 
only house in town where a meshuloch 
could eat and sleep without a problem. He 
and his Rebbetzin were the paragons of 
Hachnossas Orchim. And Meshulochim 
flocked to stay in his home, even sleeping 
on the floor when there were no beds. 

“He always had a kind word and 
very insightful advice whenever we went to 
him,” remarked Mrs. Bruchie Goldfedder. 
“I was also quite surprised at his mastery of 
English.” 

Yet although he could communicate 
in perfect English, in the shul and at home 
the family spoke Yiddish all the time. All 
the deroshos he delivered were in Yiddish, 
because they wished to hold on tightly to 
their mesora – their holy inheritance of 
Ropshitz. It was so very important to them. 

Once, one of his mispallelim gave 
the Rebbe a ride to the Catskills in New 
York. Rav Rubin related to him that after 
they were released from the camps and 
entered the Displaced Persons camps, the 
need for seforim was most acute. He and 
another bochur found in a Tahara house of 
a Jewish cemetery just two seforim: One 
was the Me’or Einayim of the Chernobyler 
Rebbe, and the other was the siddur of the 
Ba’al HaTanya. Rav Rubin had found the 
Me’or Einayim. The bochur, however, was 
a descendant of the Chernobyl Chassidish 
dynasty. He asked Rav Rubin to exchange 
the Seforim. How could Rav Rubin refuse? 

Years later, in Far Rockaway, as the 
shul was being built, Rav Rubin was in dire 



15 � Chukas / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

need of funds. A contractor was pressuring 
for payment with threats. That Friday 
night, a Lubavitch mispallel in the shul 
wished to use the siddur with his own 
nusach. Rav Rubin went to the attic to 
retrieve the old siddur he had saved after 
the war. The siddur fell down. In the 
binding there were thirteen one hundred 
American dollar bills. 

The Rebbe, in his remarkable 
honesty, did not take the money. He 
searched high and low for the original 
owner of the siddur. Only when he was 
satisfied that it was truly hefker did he take 
the money and use it. He felt it was a 
matona (gift) from HaKodosh Boruch Hu. 

At one point when the Bais Medrash 
became too small for their living room, 
there was a large piece of land available on 
Beach 9th and Roosevelt Court. The land 
was adjacent to their house and was going 
on public auction. Mr. Fox, a lawyer, loved 
the Rebbe with heart and soul. He stood up 
at the platform of the auction and declared, 
“Please – do not bid against the Rebbe.” 
Those around listened. How could they 
not? 

The entire lot was sold for $15,000. 
The lot currently occupies the new building 
of the Rebbe’s shul, which was gradually 
improved until the beautiful structure we 
see today was completed. This, too, of 
course, was one of Hashem’s nissim.  

The Rebbe would always write a 
Jewish date. He was trying to hold onto his 
mesora. 

The Rebbe personified the midda of 
humility. Once, an incident occurred in 
shul where someone had received Revi’i, 
the fourth Aliya on a Shabbos morning. He 
felt that this Aliya was not in accordance 
with his honor and became angry. The 
Rebbe, from that point on, would take 
Revi’i himself, so that no one would ever 
feel slighted that it was not an important 
Aliya. 

His love of people transcended 

barriers. Once, a child in a local Yeshiva 
was facing difficulty. He was acting out, as 
teenagers are wont to do. The mother was 
at her wits’ end as to what to do. Rav Rubin 
offered to learn with the young man 
himself. To everyone’s shock, he did. What 
was even more surprising was that the 
young man turned around and developed 
into a beautiful Ben Torah. 

The Rebbe would never 
compromise, regardless of the pressure he 
faced. Rav Rubin personified the notion of 
ki haim chayeinu, yet he was not a 
supporter of learning Shas in English. 
When the ArtScroll Schottenstein Talmud 
first came out, he did not initially want it in 
the shul. No one, however, was terribly 
upset with him in this regard because they 
knew that it came from his strong regard 
for the mesora. Eventually, he had to 
capitulate and people did bring it to the 
Gemora shiurim. 

He was an extraordinary Ba’al 
Chessed. Many times he was short of funds; 
in order to survive, he would often have to 
borrow money. At no time, however, was 
he ever late in repaying. He would even pay 
his obligations a day before they were due. 

A number of years ago, this writer 
was zoche to house an emergency guest, a 
Rosh Kollel from Mea She’orim who was 
stranded at Kennedy airport without his 
luggage. His shtreimel and kapota were on 
the way to England on a Thursday 
midnight flight and he was not allowed to 
board the plane. When this author went to 
the Rubin house to borrow a shtreimel, the 
Rubins offered the Rosh Kollel a choice of 
three. Such was the Rubin family’s 
Hachnossas Orchim and Chessed. 

He was humble and always tried to 
play a role in not showing off his vast 
knowledge of Torah and Chassidus. 

The neighborhood of Far Rockaway 
soon deteriorated to the point where people 
started to move to Lawrence and beyond. 
This greatly grieved the Rav personally and 
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affected the attendance of the shul as well. 
The Rav thought hard and invented the 
term West Lawrence. This was his 
brainchild. 

Eventually, people did stop moving, 
but he went a step further. He assured 
them that things would change and the 
market would rise again. The Rav’s words 
were prescient. Far Rockaway became one 
of most expensive neighborhoods in New 
York. Much of this was on account of his 
wisdom. In spite of the neighborhood’s 
initial decline, those who did move away 
walked to shul on Shabbos. Sometimes it 
would even be a half hour or an hour walk. 
They did this to attend the Kehillas Yaakov 
shul of Rav Shmuel Rubin. 

Approximately twenty-five years 
ago, the Rav established a Tehillim Kollel 
in Yerushalayim. The Rav traveled to Eretz 

Yisrael and many people came to seek his 
advice there. He was loved by all. 

The loss of the Sulitzer Rebbe 
certainly leaves a great void, not only in Far 
Rockaway, but throughout New York and 
the world. But the one consolation is that 
his dear son, Rav Yankel, a prodigious 
Talmid Chochom in his own right, is 
following in his remarkable father’s 
footsteps – in all of his mesoros. As a Ba’al 
Hachnossas Orchim, Rav Yankel hosts the 
most important guests, as well as the near 
homeless. His friendly smile and behavior 
to all will assure that he will be successful 
just as his father was. 

The author can be reached at 
yairhoffman2@gmail.com 

www.vosizneias.com/133782/2013/06/19/far-rockaway-

ny-the-end-of-an-era-the-sulitzer-rebbe/ 
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Zutchka Rebbe    

The Zutchka Rebbe was my Rebbe’s 
uncle; I merited seeing him a few times. 
One Friday night when I was a bochur, I 
wandered the streets of Bnei Brak looking 
for a minyan and asked where the 
Nadvorna Bais Medrash was. Since I was 
only a block away from the Zutchka shul, 
the passerby figured I meant his shul; the 
Zutchka shtiebel was very close but when I 
went in I realized that this was not 
Nadvorna. Being that the Rosenbaums are 
all Nadvorna einiklach and that the 
Zutchka Rebbe was the Nadvorna Rebbe’s 
uncle, the passerby directed me there and 
so did Hashgocha Protis, for it was my only 
opportunity to have been zoche to daven 
with the Rebbe. His davening was on fire 
and unreal. He was elderly and weak but 
the tefillos poured out with emes. I will 
never forget how he broke down weeping 
when he recited the berocha in Chazoras 
HaShatz asking Hashem to rebuild 

Yerushalayim. 

 

The Admor of Zutchka  

By A. Cohen 

A throng of thousands accompanied 
the Admor of Zutchka, Rav Yitzchok Isaac 
Rosenbaum, on his last earthly journey. He 
was niftar at the age of ninety-five. 

The levaya, leaving his Bais 
Medrash on Be’er Mayim Chaim Street in 
Bnei Brak, was attended by many Admorim 
and Rabbonim, headed by the Admorim of 
Vizhnitz, Gur, Sadigora, Alexander, Sanz, 
Lublin, Strikov, Nadvorna, Chernobyl, 
Machnovka, Bohush, Cleveland, 
Kretchinef, Darag and Viaslava. 

Before the departure of the 
procession, hespedim were delivered by 
Rav Shmuel HaLevi Wosner and Rav 
Shmuel Unsdorfer, who announced that in 
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line with the custom of the Admorim of 
Nadvorna, all sons of an Admor who has 
passed away 
then preside 
as 
Admorim. 
Thus, the 
niftar’s son, 
Rav Nosson 
Dovid, will 
preside in 
the niftar’s Bais Medrash in Bnei Brak, 
while the sons who live abroad will preside 
in their places of residence. 

Hespedim were also delivered by the 
Admor of Nadvorna-Chadera, as well as by 
Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein, the Av Bais Din 
of Ramat Elchonon, and by the niftar’s son, 
Rav Nosson Dovid. 

In Yerushalayim, the levaya set out 
from Kikar Shabbos, where the niftar’s son, 
the Admor of Stanislav, arriving from 
abroad directly to the levaya in 
Yerushalayim, delivered a hesped. Yet 
another hesped was delivered by the 
niftar’s mechutan, the Admor of Erloi. 
From Kikar Shabbos, the levaya proceeded 
on foot to Har HaZeisim, where the niftar’s 
forbears are buried. 

Among the masses of mourners in 
Yerushalayim were many Admorim, 
including the Admorim of Belz, Shomrei 
Emunim, Rachmastrivka, Mazhmigrad, 
Toldos Avrohom Yitzchok, Zvhill, Stropkov, 
the gaavad of the Eida HaChareidis, 
members of the BaDaTz and many 
prominent Rabbonim and Marbitzei 
Torah. 

Toward twilight, the Admor of 
Zutchka was buried in the cemetery on Har 
HaZeisim, where hespedim were delivered 
by the Admor of Shomrei Emunim and the 
Admor of Cleveland. 

 

Biography 

The Admor Rav Yitzchok Isaac 

Rosenbaum was born on the 21st of Teves, 
5666 (1906), in the city of Chernobyl in the 
Bokivina region of Romania. His father was 
Rav Issomor, the venerable Admor of 
Nadvorna, and his mother was the 
righteous Malka, daughter of Rav Osher 
Yeshaya Rubin of Kolbisof, grandson of the 
Rav of Ropshitz. Rav Yitzchok Isaac was 
named after his grandfather, Rav Yitzchok 
Isaac of Komarna. 

From his youth, he was known for 
his tremendous hasmoda and 
industriousness, traits that characterized 
him throughout his entire life, even in his 
final days. His father hired one of the 
prominent Chortkover Chassidim, Rav 
Yitzchok Shapira, to teach his sons. 

When Rav Yitzchok Isaac was eight, 
he and his family moved to Austria, and 
from there to the home of his grandfather 
in Kretchinef. Later on, they returned to 
Chernobyl, where he married Chana, 
daughter of Rav Nosson Dovid HaKohen 
Hollander, the Rav of the Galician city of 
Amsana. Immediately after his wedding, 
his father asked him to preside as Rav and 
Admor in the city of Vashkowitz. Two years 
later, he moved to Zutchka. 

During the Holocaust, Rav Yitzchok 
Isaac left Zutchka on foot, along with his 
family and the entire community. On his 
back he bore a bag containing his 
manuscripts, of which he said: “This is my 
share of all my toil.” Nazis, suspecting that 
they were espionage documents, 
confiscated them. In order to salvage the 
documents, the Admor gave all of his 
money to a Nazi officer who promised to 
return the manuscripts. Of course, the 
promise was not kept. 

During the Holocaust, while living in 
the city of Balta, he experienced a miracle. 
The Admor, who occupied an upstairs 
room, hid fifty Jews in the cellar. Nazis 
arriving at his dwelling conducted a search, 
and found the Admor reciting Tehillim. 
They decided to hang him then and there, 
and asked, “Are you afraid of G-d?” 
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“Yes!” he decisively replied. They 
snatched the Tehillim and threw it out of 
the window, into the muddy yard. (He 
saved that sefer Tehillim until his final 
day.) Then they removed the Rebbetzin and 
the children from the room and placed a 
rope around his neck. The Nazi jeered, 
“Now pray.” 

The Rebbe began to say Vidui from 
oshamnu, bogadnu until rachum 
vechanun. 

When he reached these words, the 
Nazi stopped him and said, “Enough!” A 
commanding officer then entered and said, 
“Let the Rav live a bit longer.” 

As the Nazi was leaving, the Admor’s 
son heard the Nazi mutter, “He’s a saintly 
man. G-d will punish.” 

The Admor publicly commemorated 
that miracle every year. 

Immediately after the war, the 
Rebbetzin became deathly ill. However, she 
recovered miraculously and lived until 
5742 (1982). After the war, the Admor 
reached Prague, and in 5707 (1947) 
published his HaMe’oros HaGedolim about 
the Aseres HaDibros. At the end of the 
sefer, he printed a letter of gratitude to his 
brother-in-law, the Admor of Kachnia of 
the United States, and to the Admor’s wife, 
his sister, who helped secure his release. 
He then left for America, where he lived 
until 5733 (1973). 

He established his Bais Medrash in 
Boro Park, where he was beloved by all. He 
was best known for his efforts to safeguard 
the honor of Shabbos Kodesh. During that 
period, a number of Jewish stores in the 
area were open on Shabbos. When he tried 
to correct the situation, people attempted 
to dissuade him, claiming that the 
storekeepers wouldn’t listen to him out of 
fear that competitors might deprive them 
of their livelihoods. But he ignored these 
warnings and, every Shabbos, went to the 
stores with his Chassidim and pleaded with 
the storekeepers in a genial manner to 

close their shops. Sometimes he was forced 
to promise them financial help, in exchange 
for the damage that they believed would be 
incurred by closing their shops on Shabbos. 

For ten consecutive years, he 
grappled with this problem, until he finally 
succeeded in closing all stores for Shabbos. 
He also succeeded in closing a nearby 
movie theater that was operating on 
Shabbos. Today, no one believes that stores 
were open on Shabbos in the heart of a 
chareidi neighborhood. 

He initiated a novel idea in the 
United States of those days. He would place 
a set Shabbos table on an open truck. A 
driver would then drive through the Jewish 
neighborhoods and announce the time of 
candle lighting. 

For many years, he tried to find 
halachic solutions for the problem of 
opening bottle caps on Shabbos. In time, 
he founded the Shoneh Halochos 
enterprise in Bnei Brak for the review of 
Hilchos Shabbos. 

In 5724 (1964), his daughter Shifra, 
who had been the wife of the Admor of 
Varadan, Rav Yosef Leifer, passed away. 
She was survived by three small daughters. 
Rav Yitzchok Isaac accepted his lot with 
love. 

He was outstanding in his kibbud ov 
vo’eim, even in his final days. A long time 
after his father had passed away, he would 
send letters to his sisters every erev Rosh 
HaShana, saying that by honoring his 
oldest sister he was fulfilling the mitzva of 
lerabos ochicha hagodol. 

After the petira of his father, he 
moved to Eretz Yisrael and began to 
preside in his father’s Bais Medrash in Yad 
Eliyohu, Tel Aviv, where he was active on 
behalf of the education of Jewish children. 

In 5741 (1981) he established his 
Bais Medrash in Bnei Brak, and two years 
later, moved to the current Bais Medrash 
on Be’er Mayim Chaim Street, where he 
founded a kollel and Talmud Torah. Later 
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on, he also built a mikve in the building. 

His home was open to all Jews at all 
hours, and he refused to designate 
reception hours. He claimed: “The Jews 
who seek me need a yeshua or an eitza 
now,” stressing that this practice might 
arouse rachamim with HaKodosh Boruch 
Hu, so that all hours would be those of 
rachamim and eis rotzon. 

His tremendous diligence was 
exemplary. Once, a great-grandson from 
abroad, studying in Eretz Yisrael, came to 
visit him. The Admor was so immersed in 
his studies that he did not recognize his 
own kin, and asked who he was. When the 
youth explained that he was the Admor’s 
great-grandson, the Admor blessed him, 
and returned to his studies. In his sefer, 
HaTzniyus VeHayeshua, he apologizes to 
his offspring for this behavior. 

He pored over his seforim day and 
night, and the old-fashioned typewriter on 
which he personally typed out his many 
chiddushim was constantly on his table. 

His Avodas HaKodesh was 
remarkable. He would go before the teiva 
on Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur during 
all of the services, from the eve of the 
holiday until its end, including the Torah 
reading and the shofar blowing. After the 
prayer services, his face would glow, and he 
did not seem tired from the exertion. 

He would often restore sholom bayis 
to families, and make peace among people. 
He did this in a most unassuming manner. 
He drew many closer to their Father in 
Heaven. 

Once, a ba’al teshuva told him about 
his many difficulties. The Admor advised 
him to study Orchos Tzaddikim. When the 
young man claimed that he had no one 
with whom to study, the Rebbe held a daily 
shiur with him, which continued for two 
years. When questioned about that 
practice, the Admor replied, “What can I do 
if I benefit from the shiur?” 

Once, he became very weak, and the 

community was asked to daven for his 
recovery. He recuperated, and during the 
weeks in which he felt better, he would 
shower berochos upon Am Yisrael. 

On Sunday, the 13th of Tammuz, he 
felt ill, and was taken to Laniado hospital. 
During the ride to the hospital, his 
situation deteriorated. At the hospital, 
efforts were made to revive him, and top-
ranking doctors were brought to his bed. At 
1 a.m., he returned his pure soul to its 
Maker. At the time of his petira he was 
surrounded by a minyan, which recited 
Pesukei HaYichud and Nishmas. 

Despite the late hour, the bitter news 
spread rapidly throughout the Kiryat Sanz 
neighborhood, and at 2:15 a.m. the levaya 
left the hospital toward Bnei Brak. 

He is survived by an illustrious 
family. Thirteen years ago, he merited 
seeing a fifth generation. His sons are: Rav 
Meir of Caracas, Rav Yisrael of Stanislav; 
Rav Nosson Dovid, the Rav of the 
Chassidei Zutchka community; and his 
sons-in-law, Rav Osher Yeshaya of 
Nadvorna-Chadera and Rav Yosef Leifer of 
Varadan. He is also survived by 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren, all 
of whom are following in his footsteps. 

www.chareidi.org/archives5760/mattos/azuchka.htm 

 

Zutchka vs. Rabbi X 

I wanted to begin by telling a story of 
an encounter a friend had with a semi-
prominent Rav, and then juxtapose it with 
a story describing how the Zutchka Rebbe 
reacted in a similar situation. 

My friend had been married a few 
years, but things were not going well. The 
couple had decided on divorce, and they 
were on their way to the Rav to finalize the 
arrangement. But before they went inside 
they began to talk. They mutually 
experienced a longing that they had not 
experienced in months, or even years. Just 
before they crossed that irrevocable 
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threshold they had decided that it was not 
too late to reconcile. Their deep 
attachment, which had been latent for 
much time, began to manifest itself in 
feelings ever closer to the surface, and 
decided that they wanted to make the 
marriage work.  

They walked into the Rav’s quarters, 
and said with beaming faces, “We’ve 
changed our minds! We decided not to go 
through with the divorce!” The Rav opened 
his eyes wide, a vein about to burst from 
his forehead, and barked at them, “For this 
you waste my time? I’ve been sitting here 
FIFTEEN MINUTES waiting for the two of 
you. I could have been doing a hundred 
other things. Don’t you know that I’m a 
busy man?” 

The previous Zutchka Rebbe was 
known never to utter a mundane word. He 
learned, he taught Torah, and accepted 
petitioners. Torah was his entire life. He 
did not even engage in worldly or mundane 
speech with his own family. When a 
granddaughter who lived close by and 
visited often came into his study one day, 
he asked, “Who is this?” So much was he 
involved in his learning. But when someone 
had a serious problem or a Torah matter to 
discuss, he availed himself completely to 
him. Once, after his daily Halocha shiur in 
the morning, a man came up to him, and 
said that he was having trouble following 

the Rebbe. The Rebbe established with him 
a one-on-one shiur on the spot, which 
lasted for several years. When the man 
came to the Rebbe, and said, “I feel as 
though I’m taking up the Rebbe’s valuable 
time,” the Rebbe answered, “if you only 
knew of the great satisfaction I get every 
day from learning with you.” 

On one occasion, a couple had come 
to him in the evening. They wound up 
staying for four hours, past midnight. 
When his grandson later questioned him 
about the unusual amount of time spent 
with this couple he responded, “This couple 
was going to get a divorce. I was their last 
stop. I sat with them, and I delved deep 
into their hearts, and saw that there was 
much hope and yearning between the two 
of them. We talked out the matter, and now 
they are going to stay married. After all, 
doesn’t it say that when a couple gets 
divorced the mizbei’ach (the altar) sheds 
tears? Well, tonight I am full of joy 
knowing that I spared the mizbei’ach any 
unnecessary sorrow. Four hours? Even a 
whole night would have been worth it for 
two precious neshomos (souls).” 

A Tzaddik, concerned with the 
depths of the human soul.  

www.rebbestories.blogspot.com/2009/07/zutchka-vs-

rabbi-x.html 
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Rosh Yeshiva Ner Yisrael Baltimore 

This article originally appeared in 
Yated Neeman. We abbreviated it because 
of its length. 

As we enter the Yahrzeit of the 
revered Rosh Yeshiva and founder of 
Yeshiva Ner Yisrael of Baltimore, the 
Yated presents highlights of his life as told 
by his talmidim. We thank the talmidim 
who shared with us their oral and written 
memories of the Rosh Yeshiva. 

Hallowed Beginnings 

Rav Ruderman was born on 
Shushan Purim in 5660 (1900) in 
Dolhinov, a small shtetl near Vilna. He was 
born late in life to his parents, Rav Yehuda 
Leib and Sheina, the first son after six 
daughters. Rav Yaakov Kaminetsky, Rav 
Ruderman’s illustrious cousin who is 
named after the same person, related a 
fascinating story about how Rav Ruderman 
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got his name. A year before his birth, an 
elderly, childless Jew named Reb Yitzchok 
assured Rav Yehuda Leib that he would 
have a son and made him promise to name 
the child Yitzchok. Thinking that it was 
unlikely that he would have a son, Rav 
Yehuda Leib half-jokingly agreed. A year 
later, when his son was born, his mother 
wanted to name him Yaakov after her 
father. A shaila was asked and the psak 
was that he be given both names: Yaakov 
Yitzchok. 

Rav Yehuda Leib was a melamed. 
Rav Ruderman often stated that his father 
knew Shas with Tosafos well, but even 
though he may have eclipsed his father in 
learning, he did not even approach his level 
of avoda and Yiras Shomayim. Rav 
Yehuda Leib recognized his young son’s 
prodigious talents and encouraged him to 
learn. The child was awakened early to 
learn a blatt before davening and was 
rewarded for every daf memorized. As a 
result, he mastered Seder Noshim and 
Nezikin before his bar mitzva. 

Shortly before his bar mitzva, Rav 
Yehuda Leib took him for a berocha to the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rav Sholom Ber. The 
Rebbe was so impressed that he blessed the 
boy that he should grow to be an odom 
godol. The Rebbe wanted the youth to learn 
in Lubavitch, but Rav Yehuda Leib chose 
instead to send him to Slonim. 

The young illui from Dolhinov soon 
developed a remarkable reputation. At that 
time it was customary for Slabodka 
talmidim to seek exceptional bochurim to 
join Slabodka. The future Chevron Rosh 
Yeshiva Rav Yechezkel Sarna, who was 
already one of the Alter of Slabodka’s 
closest talmidim, convinced the young 
genius to join Slabodka. That decision was 
undoubtedly a watershed in his life. 

It was in the middle of World War I 
when Rav Ruderman joined Slabodka when 
it was in the city of Minsk after it had fled 
eastward, away from the approaching 
German Army. In Minsk, he merited 

meeting the revered Godol HaDor, Rav 
Chaim Brisker. It seems that Rav Chaim 
discerned tremendous potential in the 
young illui and realized that he would need 
special care to withstand wartime 
difficulties. Toward that end, unbeknown 
to Rav Ruderman, Rav Chaim arranged for 
a certain wealthy Yid to provide him with 
extra money so that his learning would not 
be adversely affected by hunger. Only after 
Rav Chaim’s passing in 1918, when the 
support ceased, did Rav Ruderman become 
aware of Rav Chaim’s role in caring for 
him. 

The Alter also displayed an 
enormous amount of affection toward the 
youngster. He assigned Rav Yechezkel 
Sarna to serve as his eltere bochur.  

Rav Ruderman learned with 
tremendous hasmoda, but he was 
completely unable to keep to sedorim of 
the Yeshiva. The Alter gave him latitude to 
learn in his own way as long as he achieved 
the pre-set goals. It was decided that he 
would attempt to complete Shas that 
winter. Rav Ruderman would take long 
walks during which he would review 
Gemoros and Sedorim by heart. He was 
well on the way to reaching his goal when 
the Alter received a telegram shortly after 
Sukkos advising of the petira of Rav 
Yehuda Leib. Not wishing to interfere with 
his talmid’s learning regimen, the Alter 
chose not to tell him the terrible news. Only 
after Pesach, when he had achieved his 
goal, was he informed of his father’s 
passing. The Alter remarked that the 
completion of Shas would be a far greater 
zechus for his father’s neshoma than all the 
recitations of Kaddish that he missed.  

His talmidim in Baltimore 
understand their great zechus to have had a 
Rebbe whose every action was a reflection 
of the Alter. On the Alter’s fiftieth Yahrzeit, 
Rav Ruderman and Rav Yaakov 
Kaminetsky were invited to Lakewood to 
speak. Rav Schneur Kotler related that 
when Rav Yaakov was unable to attend he 



22 � Chukas / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

stated, “The Baltimore Rosh Yeshiva is the 
most reflective personality of the Alter in 
our generation.” 

One thing in which Rav Ruderman 
particularly took pride was the fact that he 
merited receiving semicha from Rav Meir 
Atlas, the revered father-in-law of Rav 
Elchonon Wasserman. This semicha traced 
back to the Vilna Gaon, as Rav Meir Atlas 
had received semicha from Rav Eizele 
Charif, who was in turn a musmach of Rav 
Abbale Peslover, who had received semicha 
directly from the Gaon; thus Rav 
Ruderman was a direct link in this chain of 
the mesora back to the Vilna Gaon. 

 

Building Torah in America 

In 5684 (1924), Rav Ruderman 
married the daughter of Rav Sheftel 
Kramer, a son-in-law of Rav Shraga Feivel 
Frank and brother-in-law of Rav Isser 
Zalman Meltzer, Rav Moshe Mordechai 
Epstein and Rav Boruch Horowitz. 

The Rebbetzin was his partner and 
helpmate in all his undertakings on behalf 
of Yiddishkeit. Not only did she free him 
from the yoke of responsibility in the 
material aspects of the house, but she was 
also instrumental in helping him achieve 
lofty spiritual pursuits. Later, when they 
moved to America and Rav Ruderman 
sought to build a Yeshiva in a country that 
had no understanding of the concept, it was 
the Rebbetzin who constantly encouraged 
him to persevere rather than be deterred by 
the numerous stumbling blocks placed in 
his way. It was the Rebbetzin who 
organized fundraisers and donations of 
staples for the Yeshiva. The Rosh Yeshiva 
was eternally grateful for all that she had 
done and, many decades later, upon her 
passing several years before his petira, the 
Rosh Yeshiva was simply inconsolable. 

During the first years after their 
marriage, the Rosh Yeshiva devoted 
himself to complete immersion in learning. 

In 1931, the Rosh Yeshiva, Rebbetzin and 
their baby daughter immigrated to the 
United States. Rav Ruderman joined his 
father-in-law, Rav Sheftel Kramer, in the 
Yeshiva of New Haven that had relocated 
to Cleveland, where the latter served as 
Menahel Ruchani. 

In 1933, Rav Ruderman decided to 
accept a position as Rav of the Tiferes 
Yisrael Shul in Baltimore with the 
understanding that he could use the 
facilities for a Yeshiva. 

The Yeshiva’s early growth 
intensified through the recognition and 
support of prominent Rabbonim. Rav 
Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz, Menahel of 
Mesivta Torah Vodaas and unquestionably 
one of the most important figures in the 
development of Torah in America, sent 
bochurim from New York whom he 
thought would benefit. Rav Yaakov 
Kaminetsky sent his children from 
Toronto, which in those days was 
considered a major distance away. Rav 
Yehoshua Klavan, one of the foremost 
talmidim of Rav Boruch Ber and the Rav of 
Washington, D.C., was among the 
staunchest supporters of the Yeshiva. He 
not only sent a son to learn in the Yeshiva, 
he even raised funds for the upkeep and 
growth of the Yeshiva. Furthermore, 
during the winter months, when Rav 
Ruderman would occasionally suffer from 
laryngitis, Rav Klavan would come from 
Washington to deliver the daily shiur. Rav 
Naftoli Zvi Yehuda Riff, a grandson of the 
Netziv and the Rav of Camden, New 
Jersey, was also extremely helpful. 

 

Total Immersion in Torah 

Without a doubt, it was the power of 
the Rosh Yeshiva’s total immersion in 
Torah; his contagious Ahavas Torah and 
his complete belief in the eternity of Torah 
that enabled him to become the 
quintessential Rosh Yeshiva and Torah 
builder. His love of Torah was such that it 
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overcame even the most natural human 
limitations. Once, during the early years of 
the Yeshiva at its current campus, a fire 
broke out in the building where the Rosh 
Yeshiva lived. Everyone immediately 
evacuated the building. Suddenly Rav 
Ruderman ran back into the burning 
building, exclaiming, “I forgot an 
absolutely irreplaceable item!” What was 
the item for which he risked his life? His 
very rare copy of the sefer Nesivos 
HaMishpot on Rabbeinu Yeruchem. 

His dedication to learning knew no 
bounds. His encyclopedic knowledge of 
Talmud Bavli, Yerushalmi, Rishonim, 
Poskim, Acharonim and teshuvos set a 
lofty standard for which to strive. The Rosh 
Yeshiva stimulated lively discussions, 
thereby deepening interest and broadening 
horizons, by challenging his students to 
bring proof from one Gemora to a 
seemingly unrelated issue.  

He constantly focused the attention 
of his talmidim and their awareness to the 
breadth and inter-relationship of all of 
Torah. He was always involved in a 
kushya. In fact, he would say that he used 
questions as memory keys with which to 
remember the Gemora. Therefore, he was 
always ready with a penetrating query or 
comment that would lend insight to 
whatever Gemora one mentioned. He lived 
with his questions and was constantly seen 
with his lips moving, as he was totally and 
consistently absorbed in learning.  

Rarely was his sleep at night not 
disturbed by the kushya with which he 
went to bed. This total involvement was 
transmitted to his talmidim.  

On par with his love for Torah, was 
the Rosh Yeshiva’s love for his students. If 
ever a talmid asked him a good question or 
related a nice sevora, his face would 
radiate delight. When one of the talmidim 
had the good fortune to ask or say 
something that was new to him, he would 
be ecstatic. Many talmidim had the fortune 
to be embarrassed by the Rosh Yeshiva 

when they would be reminded years later of 
an insightful Torah thought that they 
themselves had long since forgotten. 

A revealing incident occurred when 
he was learning in Slabodka and a visitor 
arrived bearing a copy of the newly 
published sefer Ohr Somei’ach. The young 
bochur asked to borrow the sefer but was 
refused permission as the man planned to 
continue his journey the following day. Rav 
Ruderman was undaunted. He borrowed 
the sefer for one night promising to return 
it in the morning. Overnight he went 
through and mastered the sefer in its 
entirety! 

On another occasion, the Rosh 
Yeshiva was once undergoing a lengthy 
medical procedure. The doctor, wishing to 
distract the Rosh Yeshiva from the pain 
and unpleasantness, engaged him in small 
talk. Throughout the procedure the Rosh 
Yeshiva continuously nodded his head in 
agreement. After leaving the clinic, he 
explained to the talmid accompanying him 
a wonderful approach to the sugya that 
had occurred to him in the midst of the 
procedure. He then suddenly interrupted 
himself, “By the way, perhaps you heard 
what the doctor was saying to me? I 
nodded to him out of respect, but what did 
he want?” 

The Rosh Yeshiva once complained 
to his talmid, Rav Yisrael Dov Kaplan, 
today Rosh Kollel in Bayit Vegan, 
“Nowadays, people do not learn. When I 
was fifteen, learning in Slabodka we would 
get up at five in the morning and go to 
sleep after midnight. We learned fifty blatt 
a day, every day!” 

Once on a long trip, the Rosh 
Yeshiva was accompanied by two bochurim 
from the Yeshiva, who decided to utilize 
the duration of the journey to go over 
several pages of Maseches Berochos that 
they had committed to memory. The Rosh 
Yeshiva was seated right in front of them 
and they noticed that he was shifting about 
in his seat uncomfortably. From time to 
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time he walked around and fixed them with 
a piercing look. “What kind of Gemora are 
you using over there – is it a different 
girsa?” he asked. Scarcely concealing their 
pride, the bochurim replied, “We don’t 
have a Gemora, we’re going over what we 
learned by heart!” The Rosh Yeshiva, with a 
smile on his face, proceeded to quote the 
exact language of the Gemora. 

When he was already in his eighties, 
a talmid relates, “I went to daven Mincha 
with the Rosh Yeshiva and he complained 
that the strong medicines he was taking for 
his numerous ailments caused him to 
forget. The talmid asked, “Has the Rosh 
Yeshiva forgotten any Tosafos in Shas?” 
Immediately, the Rosh Yeshiva banged his 
cane and forcefully said, ‘No! No! No 
Tosafos. I mean a chiddush in a difficult 
Rambam that I once said – I have trouble 
remembering in its entirety.” The talmid 
related that the way in which he could not 
even contemplate the horror of forgetting a 
Tosafos was an indication of Ahavas Torah 
and devotion to Torah that remained with 
him forever. 

 

Transmitting Torah 

Rav Ruderman would show 
talmidim a letter that he received from the 
Steipler Gaon in 5719 (1959). The Steipler 
sent him a letter requesting financial 
assistance for printing the first volume of 
his magnum opus Kehillas Yaakov. In the 
letter, the Steipler wrote that he had seen 
and learned Rav Ruderman’s sefer Avodas 
HaLevi that he had written in his youth 
and it features “wonderful chiddushim on 
the most difficult areas of the order of 
Kodshim”. In the letter, the Steipler 
encourages Rav Ruderman to write more 
such seforim. After showing the letter to 
the talmid, Rav Ruderman said, “I have 
enough chiddushim to write ten more 
volumes of Avodas HaLevi, but I am now 
writing leibidige seforim, living seforim, 
my talmidim.”  

The Rosh Yeshiva continued, 
“Teaching takes full concentration, as the 
Gemora teaches that only if a Rebbe is 
similar to a Maloch should one seek to 
learn Torah from him. We know that a 
Maloch cannot do more than one shelichus, 
one job at a time. Teaching talmidim 
preoccupies me so completely that I cannot 
sit and write seforim.” Indeed, the Rosh 
Yeshiva invested tremendous effort into 
teaching and shaping each talmid. 

The Rosh Yeshiva established 
thousands of talmidim. Among them, 
hundreds became Gedolei Torah and 
Marbitzei Torah who continue his legacy 
and illuminate the Torah world with their 
shiurim and chiddushei Torah. Although of 
course, there was a special focus on 
establishing talmidim who would become 
Torah giants in their own right, the Rosh 
Yeshiva understood the individual 
character of each talmid and encouraged 
them, each in his own way, to make Torah 
a central part of their lives.  

 

Individualized Chinuch 

Talmidim of Ner Yisrael felt that the 
Rosh Yeshiva loved them as a father loves 
his son. He took an active interest in their 
needs, listened to their problems and 
shared their burdens. They, in turn, 
became greatly attached to him. His 
relationship with his talmidim was very 
much predicated on an explanation of 
Chazal on the pasuk “and you shall teach 
them to your sons”. Chazal say that sons 
are referring to talmidim. “Why, then,” the 
Rosh Yeshiva asked, “did the pasuk not 
write, “and you shall teach them to your 
pupils?” 

“In order to teach us,” he explained, 
“that talmidim are akin to sons. Just as a 
son never stops being a son, neither does a 
talmid stop being a talmid. A Rebbe must 
never imagine that his talmid is beloved to 
him only when he is under his tutelage, 
receiving his guidance and instruction and 
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that when this period comes to an end, so 
does the special relationship. The truth 
goes far beyond this, for upon becoming a 
talmid he becomes a son of his Rebbe. Even 
when he embarks on his own path, he 
should remain a son; the bond should not 
weaken.” This is the way in which the Rosh 
Yeshiva interacted with his talmidim. 
Talmidim who visited him after intervals of 
ten years or more still felt the same warm 
relationship they remembered from their 
years in Yeshiva. 

His emulation of the Alter was not 
simply in treating his students as children; 
rather, it was in all facets of chinuch. He 
would try to handle each of his talmidim in 
a manner suited to that individual. When it 
came to delivering rebuke, Rav Ruderman 
would explain that if he would dare speak 
to his students in the way the Alter rebuked 
even the greatest Baalei Mussar publicly, 
they would have fled the Yeshiva 
instantaneously. In fact, when the Rosh 
Yeshiva found it necessary to rebuke the 
whole Yeshiva, he would speak very 
positively even while calling the talmidim 
to task. 

Rav Ruderman often cautioned that 
dealing with bochurim is dinei nefoshos, a 
matter of spiritual life and death, and 
cannot be taken lightly. There were 
instances when members of the Yeshiva’s 
Hanhola thought that a specific bochur 
should be expelled. The Rosh Yeshiva 
consistently held firm to his convictions, 
explaining that one never knows what the 
future holds for such a talmid; perhaps 
with a bit more patience he would develop 
properly. By and large, he lived to see his 
position vindicated. 

From the manner in which the Alter 
cared for Rav Ruderman’s every need, he 
learned that it is every Rosh Yeshiva’s 
obligation to deal with every aspect of his 
talmid’s life, spiritual and material. The 
talmidim of Ner Yisrael all attest to their 
Rebbe’s exceptional care and concern for 
them. He served as a source of strength, 

inspiration and advice when they were 
beset with problems. Regardless of the 
difficulty or complexity of a situation, the 
Rosh Yeshiva could always be relied on for 
the requisite counsel and comfort. 
Throughout the years there were many 
bochurim who came to the Yeshiva as 
refugees or from homeless and troubled 
backgrounds. They found a home in the 
Yeshiva and a father in the Rosh Yeshiva. 

In addition, Rav Ruderman loved his 
talmidim and took great pride in those 
talmidim who entered the great profession 
of Melamdei Torah. The clearest proof of 
this love and pride was his almost regular 
referral to the verse in Doniel (12:3): 
V’hamaskilim yazhiru k’zohar horokia, 
umatzdikei horabim kekochovim l’olom 
vo’ed. Rav Ruderman would cite the 
comment of the Maharsha that says, “Just 
as the stars and moon are in the sky 
throughout the day, even though they are 
not seen, so too the teacher remembers and 
ponders his students even years later.” 

 

The Beauty of Middos 

Rav Ruderman’s middos, his 
sensitivity to others and feelings of 
another’s pain, were legendary. These 
middos were the product of a lifetime of 
Avodas Hashem. A talmid relates how in 
1982 he came to the Rosh Yeshiva’s house 
to walk him to Mincha. When he greeted 
the Rosh Yeshiva, he noticed a broken-
hearted expression on his face. The Rosh 
Yeshiva said, “I just heard that Rav 
Schneur Kotler is very sick. The Gemora 
says,” continued Rav Ruderman, “that if a 
Talmid Chochom is sick, one must beg 
Hashem for his recovery to the extent that 
one must become sick over his plight.” 
Right then and there, the Rosh Yeshiva 
burst into bitter tears. Only after somewhat 
composing himself did he go to Mincha.  

For the next two days, the Rosh 
Yeshiva was unwell and unable to emerge 
from bed. Dr. Jakobovitz, the resident 
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Yeshiva Lane physician, came to check him 
and could not find anything wrong. “I, 
however,” explained the talmid, “knew 
what had happened. The Rosh Yeshiva had 
davened with such effort – he became sick 
over Rav Schneur’s plight just as the 
Gemora dictates.” 

Rav Ruderman was a treasure trove 
of stories, many of which provided his 
talmidim with insight and understanding 
of his own behavior. The special care and 
deference that he exhibited toward his 
Rebbetzin had its source in a story he had 
heard from the Chofetz Chaim. The Chofetz 
Chaim once happened to be with Rav 
Nochum of Horodna on Chanuka evening. 
It was several hours into the night and still, 
Rav Nochum had not lit the candles. 
Finally, very late at night, long after the 
streets had emptied of people, Rav 
Nochum’s wife returned home. Only then 
did Rav Nochum light the Menora, long 
after the time prescribed by Halocha. 
Unable to contain his curiosity, the Chofetz 
Chaim asked Rav Nochum for an 
explanation. Rav Nochum answered, “The 
Halocha dictates that if one only has 
enough money for ner Shabbos or ner 
Chanuka, ner Shabbos takes precedence 
because of its sholom bayis component. My 
wife,” continued Rav Nochum, “is moser 
nefesh to ensure that I devote my life to 
Torah and Avodas Hashem. She enjoys 
being present for lighting the Chanuka 
Menora and that makes it my 
responsibility to wait for her and forgo 
lighting at the proper time.” 

The talmidim witnessed many 
occasions when the Rosh Yeshiva 
patterned his actions on the lessons of this 
story. A case in point was at the Agudah 
convention. One of the highlights of the 
convention was Rav Yaakov Kaminetsky’s 
address after Sholosh Seudos. The audience 
would sit in rapt attention listening until 
long after Shabbos was over. Invariably, 
Rav Ruderman would leave in the middle 
to call his Rebbetzin. He would always 

apologize to Rav Yaakov and they would 
remind one another of the story of Rav 
Nochum. 

One poignant incident made a 
tremendous impact on the Rosh Yeshiva 
and was a clear depiction of how a Rebbe’s 
actions influence his talmidim. A group of 
women, wives of talmidim of the Rosh 
Yeshiva who live in Eretz Yisrael, asked for 
an audience with the Rosh Yeshiva when 
he attended the last Knessia Gedola in 
5740/1980. After inquiring after their 
families, the Rosh Yeshiva questioned why 
they had requested this meeting. They 
replied that they wished to express their 
hakoras hatov; they felt that their 
husbands treated them with greater respect 
and deference because they had seen how 
the Rebbe treated his Rebbetzin. 

The Rosh Yeshiva taught many 
lessons in consideration for others by 
personal example. A talmid recounts that 
before joining the Yeshiva, he came to the 
Rosh Yeshiva’s house to be tested. In mid-
conversation, he suddenly pushed over an 
inkwell, leaving what would become a 
permanent stain on the sofa. The talmid 
was in a quandary, but the Rosh Yeshiva 
continued speaking as though nothing had 
happened while simultaneously attempting 
to cover the stain to ease the bochur’s 
anguish. When he saw that his attempts 
were not helping, he began to reassure the 
talmid that nothing happened! 

True, words alone are often 
somewhat of a cliché and the expression on 
a host’s face usually reveal a true picture of 
his feelings. “In this case,” the talmid 
related, “the Rosh Yeshiva was able to 
genuinely persuade me with his great 
wisdom that nothing had happened.” Any 
damage to the sofa paled into 
insignificance compared to the suffering of 
a human being. 

The same talmid paid the Rosh 
Yeshiva a visit more than three decades 
later. Drinks were served and another 
accident occurred. This time, a cup of 
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cream spilled, not on the sofa but on the 
Rosh Yeshiva’s pants. The reaction was 
identical. The conversation continued as if 
nothing had happened. The Rosh Yeshiva 
shifted his legs under the table and once 
again managed to convince the talmid that 
nothing happened! 

The Rosh Yeshiva and Rebbetzin 
had one child, Rebbetzin Chana Weinberg. 
His son-in-law, Rav Yaakov Weinberg, 
succeeded him as Rosh Yeshiva until his 
passing twelve years later. They were 
blessed with six grandchildren and 
numerous great-grandchildren, who were 
privileged to surround the Rosh Yeshiva 
during his last days. After the petira of the 
Rebbetzin, their grandchildren, the 
Yeshiva’s Menahel Ruchani, Rav Beryl and 
Mrs. Aviva Weisbord, moved with their 
children into the Rosh Yeshiva’s home to 
care for him. The beauty and grace with 

which they discharged their obligation 
helped the Rosh Yeshiva cope with the loss 
of his Rebbetzin and added immeasurably 
to the quality of his later years. The Rosh 
Yeshiva was constantly grateful and 
continuously expressed his tremendous 
hakoras hatov to the Weisbords. 

The Rosh Yeshiva’s entire eighty-
seven years comprised one long song of 
Torah, limud haTorah, teaching Torah, 
living with the middos dictated by the 
Torah and giving kevod haTorah. On the 
14th of Tammuz, 5747 (1987), the Rosh 
Yeshiva passed on to join his exalted 
Rebbeim, the Alter of Slabodka and the 
giants of the era who pre-deceased him. 
His levaya in Baltimore was one last 
manifestation of kevod haTorah, as 
thousands flocked to Ner Yisrael to bid 
farewell to the last link to the greatness of 
Slabodka in our times. 

 

Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust 

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

 1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find 

solutions  to any problem there is – even if it may seem impossible. 

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall 

help  me again. 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who 

controls everything over the entire world. 

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed – loving 

kindness more than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 



Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiur    on on on on leil shishileil shishileil shishileil shishi    in in in in Eretz Eretz Eretz Eretz Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!    
 

As we have been publicizing, many Tzaddikim teach that learning the sefer 
Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh is a segula for parnossa, Emunas Hashem, Yiras Shomayim, 
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refua sheleima, yeshuos and zera shel kayoma
in Eretz Yisrael, please contact Rabbi Tal Zwecker at 
further details, and I can help arrange this for you.

This week’s learning is sponsored by one of the founders of the 
Ha’Tzaddikim in honor of the illustrious and distinguished 
yahrzeits are this week. May the merit of the 
with the learning zechus for the 
Yisrael. 

  

  דבורה בת
ה"

Refuah Sheleimah 

מינדל אסתר לאה �מרדכי צבי ב
 דבורה � יחיאל מיכל ב
 זיסל בת אידל סומא 
 גיטל בת דבורה 
רבקה בת מלכה  
 שיינא דבורה � פסח גרשו� ב
 צילא בת חיה שרה  

 רחל חנה �אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב
 שולמית בילה �מתתיהו הירש ב
 מרגלית בת מלכה     
 ל זציפורה רבקה בת אביבה רי 
 שמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבקה   
 פערל שרה בת הודיה 

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael
 

נשמת לעילוי  
 Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham 

Hy”d 
 Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d

 Eyal ben Uriel Hy”d 
 

 

 

 

Chukas / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

zera shel kayoma. If you would like to sponsor a 
Yisrael, please contact Rabbi Tal Zwecker at tal.zwecker@gmail.com

further details, and I can help arrange this for you. 
is week’s learning is sponsored by one of the founders of the 

in honor of the illustrious and distinguished tzaddikim 
are this week. May the merit of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 

for the tzaddikim always intercede on behalf of 

    
    
    
    

 לזכר ולעילוי נשמת

בת ומרת יוטא רחל חיה ב� שלו�' ר
"דוד ע' מרת ליבא חיה בת ר  

 

  

  מרדכי צבי ב� מינדל אסתר לאה

 אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב� רחל חנה 
מתתיהו הירש ב� שולמית בילה    

  
    

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael 

Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham 

Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher
 

HaRav HaChassid

 Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Goldenberg ל''ז  of Micula, Satmar
 

A beloved talmid 

  HaRav Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  

and of the Holy Satmar 

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel” 
 

 
 

 ל''ז שלו ר''ב חיי אברה 'ר
  .ה. ב. צ. נ. ת ו''תשס שבט א

 
 

לעילוי נשמת

ל"ישראל ז' שמעו� ב� ר
Reb Shimon’s Yahrzeit is on אייר

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family and 

friends. 

. If you would like to sponsor a shiur 
tal.zwecker@gmail.com for 

is week’s learning is sponsored by one of the founders of the Me’Oros 
tzaddikim whose 

Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh coupled 
always intercede on behalf of Klal 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher 

HaRav HaChassid 
Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Micula, Satmar 

talmid of  

hezkel Shraga Schonfeld  ל''זצ  

and of the Holy Satmar Rav,  

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel”  ע''זי  

ר ח''הרה נשמת לעילוי
א''כ ק''מוצש נפטר 

 לעילוי נשמת

שמעו� ב� ר' ר  
אייר' ד . Reb Shimon was a 

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family and 

 





 

 בס"ד

Presents a Shiur by: 
 

Rabbi Tal Moshe Zwecker  
Author & Worldwide Lecturer 

Director of Machon Be’er Mayim Chaim Publishing, Israel 

 
Topic: 

WRITING OUR OWN SCRIPT 
Discovering My Chelek in the Torah  

And Playing My Part on the Stage of Life 

 

SUNDAY, JULY 2nd  
קבל' פ' איום   

9:00PM 
Followed by Maariv 

20 Forshay Road, upstairs 
 

For Men & Women  

With Mechitza 

Refreshments will be served 

 


