
 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 

 גוט שבת
ms  

We hope that these Divrei Torah, which are 
designed especially for use during the seudos, 

will בע״ה enhance your Shabbos.  
 

To subscribe directly or unsubscribe, please 
send an email to: 

shemetz.taher@gmail.com 
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 ְרֹאה ָפֶניָך לֹא ִפָּלְלִּתי ְוִהֵּנה ֶהְרָאה ֹאִתי ֱאֹלִקים ַּגם ֶאת־ַזְרֶעָך   [48:11]
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I have never dared to think I would see your face, and behold Hashem has even 

allowed me to see your offspring 

This is Yaakov’s comment to Yosef, when the latter brings his children to their 

grandfather for a brocho.  Rav Elyashiv points out that Yaakov should more properly 

have used the word li, meaning “to me”, rather than oisi, meaning “myself”.  He 
explains that when Yosef revealed himself to the Shevatim he told them not to be 

sad.  Though it would be perfectly understandable that they might feel scared or 

happy, but why might they be sad?  Rav Elyashiv explains that from the time that the 

Shevatim sold Yosef, they experienced terrible guilt pangs about what may have 
befallen their brother. When they descended to Mitzrayim, they searched for him 

amongst the prostitutes, hoping to rescue their good-looking brother and make 
amends for what they had done.  When they found him to be the ruler over the whole 

country, and on an elevated spiritual level beyond that which they could have 

imagined anywhere, but perhaps least of all in the idolatrous and impure 
environment of Mitzrayim, they were at a loss as to how they could compensate for 

their earlier actions.  Yosef needed nothing from them.  They were sad for themselves 

and their lack of opportunity to rectify their wrongdoing.  Yaakov says to Yosef, "I 
never thought I would see you alive again.  Even if you were alive, surely you would 

be in a terrible spiritual state.  Yet now I look at you and I see oisi – my d'mus diyukno 
– a mirror image of myself in all its spiritual glory and splendour.  After all these years 

of your absence, whilst living in Mitzrayim, this is something I did not dare to dream”. 

 

Zevulun shall settle by seashores … Yissochar is a strong-boned donkey 

All the Shevatim seem somehow to have managed independently both to sit and learn as well as to earn a livelihood, for 

themselves and their families.  Why, therefore, do these two brothers need to be joined together as interdependent partners, 

such that Zevulun needs to devote himself to work, whilst Yissochar immerses himself in learning?  The Malbim explains that 

Zevulun and Yissochar were polar opposites.  Zevulun was, by nature, something of a restless spirit.  He could not sit still for a 

moment, lacking what might be termed colloquially as zitzfleisch.  He needed to live by the port, as he was always on the move.  

By contrast and though he was a diligent worker always prepared to do the heavy lifting, so to speak, Yissochar was the ultimate 

‘stay-at-home’ person.  Wandering far from home was not at all for him.  Yaakov recognised and understood the distinct… page 2 
 

 ְזבּוֻלן ְלחֹוף ַיִּמים ִיְׁשֹּכן... ִיָּׂשׂשָכר ֲחֹמר ָּגֶרם     [49:13-14]
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“By you shall Israel bless saying, ‘May Hashem make you like 
Efrayim and Menashe’” 

When Yaakov gives his brocho (blessing) to Yosef's sons, he opens 
by informing future generations that they should always 
bless their sons with the wish that Hashem should make them like 
Efrayim and Menashe.  There are a number of obvious questions 
that arise from this statement.  First of all, what was unique about 
these two brothers that, for all of history, we should seek to 
emulate them?  Secondly, in the middle of the blessing, the Torah 
narrates that Yaakov places the name of the younger son, 
Efrayim, before that of his older brother, Menashe.  Why should 
this be specifically pointed out in the middle of the blessing?  An 
answer to these queries can be drawn from a pointed thought 
from the Novardok school of mussar (ethical and moral conduct).  
Yaakov had Divine inspiration that made clear to him that it was 
necessary for the names of the brothers to be listed in reverse 
order.  Of course, for people of lesser stature, this could have 
aroused jealousy in the older brother against the younger one, 
but, in the case of these pious individuals, it did not.  Each brother 
knew and understood his role and his strengths.  Yaakov 
reckoned this to be the ultimate blessing: that every person 
needs serenity, peace and an awareness of their position.  From 
such a standpoint, comes the ability to appreciate and enjoy all 
other blessings.  It is further suggested that just as Yosef’s 
children managed to attain the same spiritual level as their father 
and his generation, so too we pray that our offspring will be 
granted the ability to sustain the spiritual status of their 
forebears, stemming the otherwise inevitable yiridas hadoros 
(longitudinal decline in piety over the generations). 

 

 

… maalos (positive attributes) of both of these 
children and he realised that they were, in fact, 

perfectly complimentary; each one having a skill set 
that the other lacked.  The remaining brothers 
were all well enough rounded in character that 
they were able to deal with all their needs from 
within and needed no outside assistance.  Yaakov 

adopted the future dictum of Shlomo Hamelech 
[Mishlei 22:6] - chanoch l’naar al pi darko – educate 
each child according to his individual inclinations. 
Rather than force each one of these two sons to 
focus half their energy on skills that did not come 
naturally to them, Yaakov created an environment 
where each one could excel.  He joined them 
together to maximise the potential of each one and 
through their individual contributions, both of 
them lacked nothing.  Zevulun received the ideal 
territory to satisfy his “wanderlust” and Yissochar 
received the portion of land blessed with beautiful 
fruit that he was happy to stay at home and work 
hard to cultivate and to harvest.  Understanding 
one’s child and having the ability to create a 
framework for his/her success, so clearly requires 
siyata dishmaya (Heavenly assistance).  It must 
surely be a high priority in one’s tefilos so that our 
offspring can receive the greatest brocho that any 
parent can give. 

 
 

ִיְׂשָרֵאל ֵלאֹמר ְיִׂשְמָך ְּבָך ְיָבֵרְך    [48:20]
 ֱאֹלִקים ְּכֶאְפַרִים ְוִכְמַנֶּׁשה

 
 
 
 
 
 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

Shabbos should be a day of menucho (resting) out 
of love for Hashem, who has come to spend Shabbos 

in our midst, rather than out of frustration at not 
being able to work.  We should graciously cease all 

weekday activity for this privilege and should "donate" 
extra time to Shabbos by bringing it in early and 
delaying its departure.  This is ahavo u'nedovo.  

Shabbos needs to be a day of truthful rest, without 
bending the rules when no one is looking (such as by 
doing things not appropriate and not in the spirit of 

Shabbos, even though technically not ossur 
(forbidden).  That is emes v’emuno.  Shabbos is a 
day with much free time available. It should not 

be spent with idle chatter that will cause 
machlokes (conflict) and is laced with  

negative comments about others. This is 
sholom, hashkeit, shalvo. 

 

Sha’ar Bas Rabim – Tefilas 
Mincho le’Shabbos 

 
 

Continued from page 1 

 

 


