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Welcome to the Guide to Parshat Va’era!

Parshat Va’era begins the story of the ten plagues in Egypt. It’s the 
same story that we tell every year at our Passover seder: God sends 
Moses to warn Pharaoh, “Let My people go!” But Pharaoh is stubborn, 

so God then smites Egypt with plague after plague. Between each plague, 
Pharaoh says, “I’ll let them go if you just end this!” but once the plague 
stops, he reneges, refusing to let the Israelites free. Pharaoh is so stubborn 
that it takes ten terrible plagues to break his heart of stone. But if we read 
the Biblical text, it’s actually a bit more complicated than this. It actually 
seems that stubborn old Pharaoh isn’t acting all on his own; it turns out that 
he has an accomplice in his continued defiance of God. Strangely enough, 
his partner in crime is none other than God Himself. Yes, at heretical as it 
sounds, it seems that God is playing a role in hardening Pharaoh’s heart, 
forcing Pharaoh to disobey His own command.

VA’ERA

At the beginning of our parsha, God tells Moses the plan before sending him to Pharaoh1:

1 For the full passage take a look at source #1 on the source sheet.

LOOK INSIDE

Exodus 7:3-4

3 But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, that I may 
multiply My signs and marvels in the land of Egypt. 
4  When Pharaoh does not heed you, I will lay My 
hand upon Egypt and deliver My ranks, My people the 
Israelites, from the land of Egypt with extraordinary 
chastisements.

שמות ז:ג-ד

יִתי ֶאת אֹתַֹתי ְוֶאת מֹוְפַתי, ְרעֹה ְוִהְרֵבּ ה, ֶאת ֵלב ַפּ  ג  ַוֲאִני ַאְקֶשׁ
י ֶאת ָיִדי ְרעֹה, ְוָנַתִתּ ַמע ֲאֵלֶכם ַפּ ֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִים. ד ְולֹא ִיְשׁ  ְבּ

ָרֵאל, ֵמֶאֶרץ י ְבֵני ִיְשׂ ִמְצָרִים; ְוהֹוֵצאִתי ֶאת ִצְבאַֹתי ֶאת ַעִמּ  ְבּ
דִֹלים ָפִטים, ְגּ ְשׁ ִמְצַרִים, ִבּ
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At Aleph Beta, we believe that the Torah is a guidebook that 
answers life’s biggest questions, offering profound insights 
about how we should live our lives. Moreover, we believe 
that Jewish tradition has always recognized the right of all 
readers, in every generation, to look at the text themselves 
and try to decide what they think it means. That means you. 
That’s why you are the most important author of this quest 
through the sources. We think that this guide offers a fun, 
stimulating and relevant path through the sources, but if 
you get wrapped up in a stimulating discussion and never 
make it past page 2, we’ll consider that a success!

Either works! You can gather a small group of friends 
to explore it together, share it with a chevruta (learning 
partner), or go through it by yourself.

Just jump in! Even if you’re planning to use this for a group 
discussion, just open up to page 1 and get going. (If you 
read it in advance, it will spoil the fun!)  The only thing you 
should do in advance is print out copies of the “Source 
Sheet” for the other participants, so everyone can follow 
along and engage with the sources. 

Most of the material within – although not the particular 
language contained in this guide - was first developed and 
taught by Rabbi David Fohrman, founder and CEO of Aleph 
Beta, and is presented in his video, “Parshat Va’era: Did God 
Take Away Pharaoh’s Free Will?” (available for viewing at 
www.alephbeta.org). This guide was written by Beth Lesch, 
Writer at Aleph Beta, and edited by Immanuel Shalev, Rivky 
Stern, and Ami Silver.

There are a lot of divrei Torah on the parsha. How is this 
different?

Is this guide for self-study or should I study it with others?

Do I need to prepare anything or can I just jump in?

About the Author

INSTRUCTIONS

This version of the story kind of ruins seder night. For starters, it just doesn’t make a whole lot of sense. On the one hand 
God is championing Moses, sending him to Pharaoh to say, “Let My people go!” At the same time, He’s making Pharaoh 
say “No! No! No!” What are we to make of this? Is God playing chess with Himself? Is this some kind of amusing game?

This also raises a serious moral issue. If God is hardening Pharaoh’s heart, isn’t He’s taking away Pharaoh’s choice in 
the matter? Pharaoh couldn’t have let the Israelites go! If this is true, is Pharaoh really the bad guy here? If God had just 
left him alone, maybe he would have been more understanding, more willing to let the Israelites free. How can God then 
punish the Egyptian nation for decisions He is forcing Pharaoh to make?

To find an answer to these questions, we need to look more closely at the Bible’s account of the plagues - it seems like 
there are actually two different words used to describe the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart.2

2 Look at source #2 for the full list of verses.

These verses seem to indicate that God planned from the get-go to harden Pharaoh’s heart so that 
he won’t listen. How does this change the story? Is Pharaoh still to blame for his actions? What might 
have happened if God hadn’t gotten involved?

CONSIDER THIS
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The two terms being used are ַוֶיֱּחַזק, from the Hebrew root חזק (chazak), which means “strong”; and ד  כבד from the root ,ַוַיְּכֵבּ
(kaved), which means “heavy.”

You’ll notice immediately that one of these words has a positive connotation 
and one has a negative connotation. Would you prefer a heavy heart, or a 
strong heart? Intuitively, I think many of us would gravitate towards a strong 
heart. A strong heart is pulsing with life; it has vigor and vibrancy. By contrast, 
a heavy heart is weighed down and stuck in its place. If we were to translate 
these words, חיזוק הלב (strength of heart) would relate to being determined and 
courageous, whereas כיבוד הלב (heaviness of heart) would imply stubbornness, 
a heart that cannot be moved.

If we want to take a stab at solving our free will problem, we’ll need to look 
through the verses and see how these words are being used, and what exactly 
is happening to Pharaoh’s heart at any given moment.

Source #2 lists Pharaoh’s responses to the plagues throughout our parsha. See if you can identify and 
define the two distinct Hebrew words that are used here.

LOOK INSIDE

Whatever is happening to Pharaoh’s heart, 
it’s not only one thing. The generic 

English translation of “Pharaoh’s heart 
was made heavy” completely papers 
over the differences between the two 

responses, but why would the Torah 
would use two completely different 

words to mean the exact same thing?

Throughout our story, Pharaoh is either experiencing חיזוק הלב, strengthening of the heart; or כיבוד הלב, 
heaviness of heart.

CONSIDER THIS

Whenever we have two words being used 
to say the same thing, it’s an indication that 
they really do not mean the same thing.

   Methodology Alert

Two words with different meanings:

What images are conjured up when you think of a strong heart?

What about a heavy heart? (Hint: think about “heavy” as in difficult to lift or move)

StubbornnessCourageousness
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When you look at the text, you’ll see that most of the time Pharaoh is the one making his own heart strong or heavy. 
Which means, most of the time, the text is telling us about Pharaoh’s emotional reaction to the plagues. Sometimes he 
strengthens his resolve against Moses and God. Other times, he is just plain stubborn. This doesn’t seem to imply that 
God is taking away Pharaoh’s free will.

But, there is one instance - and one instance only - in our parsha in which God explicitly acts on Pharaoh’s heart. So is this 
it? Is this our smoking gun? Have we caught God interfering with Pharaoh’s free will? Well, let’s look at the language being 
used there…

The verse we’re referring to says (Exodus 9:12) “ְרעֹה  According to our translation, God is strengthening .”ַוְיַחֵזּק ְיהָוה ֶאת ֵלב ַפּ
Pharaoh’s heart, making him more courageous. We never see God forcing כיבוד הלב upon Pharaoh, God never makes 
Pharaoh more stubborn. If we did, it would really sound like God was interfering with Pharaoh’s free will and preventing 
him from choosing to change. But that’s not what we see, not even once.

Throughout the entire parsha, the only thing that God does to Pharaoh is strengthen his heart, giving him more courage 
and determination to stick to his vision. If anything, by lending Pharaoh more courage, God is increasing Pharaoh’s free 
will, to choose to continue fighting. Ironically, the very vision that God is strengthening...is Pharaoh’s mission to defy Him.

This is really strange. Why would God possibly want to help Pharaoh defy Him?

CONSIDER THIS

If we can uncover God’s overall agenda in bringing the plagues, it might help us answer this question. 
Look again at the passage that describes God’s plan to harden Pharaoh’s heart (source #1).

LOOK INSIDE

Can find any clues that can explain God’s purpose or goals in bringing the plagues upon Egypt?

Take a look again at Source #2, the eight verses in which Pharaoh’s heart becomes either strengthened 
or stubborn. In each instance, who is making it happen?

LOOK INSIDE

But before we get there, there’s one more thing we need to know: In any given plague, not only do you get differences 
between these two words - כיבוד הלב and חיזוק הלב - you also get the difference between who is causing Pharaoh’s 
reaction.



ALEPH BETA STUDY GUIDE ON PARSHAT VA’ERA - PAGE 5www.alephbeta.org

When God is laying out His plan, we actually see a clear explanation of the motivation behind the plagues. Yes, God is 
going to use them take the Israelites out of Egypt.

But that’s not all. Even this goal seems to have another overarching purpose.

Have you ever wondered why God needed the plagues? If God wanted to free the slaves, it would have been a lot simpler 
to freeze the Egyptians in place and lift the Israelites out on a magic carpet. But that’s not what happens - because 
beyond the goal of freeing the Israelites from slavery, there’s another purpose to the ten plagues. God wants to teach the 
Egyptians a lesson through the plagues. God wants Egypt to know that there is One God; a single Force that stands behind 
all of Creation.

In those days, Egypt was the epicenter of world culture, 
power, and knowledge. It was a country guided by a 
polytheistic faith in many gods, multiple forces that 
ruled the world. In Pharaoh’s worldview, no one god 
holds the key to all of these forces. That could only 
exist if there is one, single Creator God, one force in 
charge of it all. Gradually, the ten plagues revealed 
that all of the forces of nature are within God’s hands. 
Pharaoh and the Egyptians need to understand this 
truth. This is the universal agenda that underlies the 
ten plagues, for the Egyptians - and by extension, the 
whole world - to know that there is One God.

I will bring forth My hosts, My people the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great judgments.

דִֹלים ָפִטים ְגּ ְשׁ ָרֵאל ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים ִבּ י ְבֵני-ִיְשׂ ְוהֹוֵצאִתי ֶאת-ִצְבאַֹתי ֶאת-ַעִמּ

Exodus 7:4

and the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD.

י-ֲאִני ְיהָוה ְוָיְדעּו ִמְצַרִים ִכּ

Exodus 7:5

Throughout our parsha, this larger agenda seems to appear over and over again. Look at the verses in 
Source #3 that describe what God hopes to accomplish with the ten plagues.

LOOK INSIDE
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This time, Pharaoh acknowledges that he has sinned. “God is the righteous one, I and my people are the wicked ones.” 
Until now, Pharaoh has never talked about the conflict between him and God in these terms. There was no sense of right 
and wrong before this point. Morality only enters the picture when Pharaoh realizes what he is actually doing -- defying his 
Creator. It’s not right to defy your Creator. In this moment, Pharaoh finally gets it, he finally understands the message that 
God has been trying to teach him all along.

But why now? The previous six plagues were pretty bad. What makes Pharaoh get the message this time?

Here is the text’s description of the plague of hail:

LOOK INSIDE

What is unique about this hail?

Why would this plague shock Pharaoh into understanding that God is uniquely in control of all 
forces in the world?

Exodus 9:23-24

23 And Moses stretched forth his rod toward heaven; 
and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down 
unto the earth; and the LORD caused to hail upon the 
land of Egypt. 24 So there was hail, and fire flashing up 
amidst the hail, very grievous, such as had not been in 
all the land of Egypt since it became a nation.

שמות ט:כג–כד

ַמִים, ַויהָוה ָנַתן קֹלֹת ּוָבָרד, הּו, ַעל ַהָשּׁ ה ֶאת ַמֵטּ  כג  ַוֵיּט מֶֹשׁ
ָרד, ַעל ֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִים. כד  ַוְיִהי ֲהַלְך ֵאׁש ָאְרָצה; ַוַיְּמֵטר ְיהָוה ָבּ  ַוִתּ

ר לֹא ָהָיה ָכמֹהּו ֵבד ְמאֹד ֲאֶשׁ ָרד ָכּ תֹוְך ַהָבּ ַחת ְבּ  ָבָרד ְוֵאׁש, ִמְתַלַקּ
ָכל ֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים, ֵמָאז ָהְיָתה ְלגֹוי ְבּ

Take a look at what Pharaoh says to Moses and Aaron after the plague of hail.

LOOK INSIDE

What is different about Pharaoh’s response this time around?

Exodus 9:27

27 And Pharaoh sent, and called for Moses and Aaron, 
and said unto them: ‘I have sinned this time; the LORD 
is righteous, and I and my people are wicked.

שמות ט:כז

ה ּוְלַאֲהרֹן, ַויֹּאֶמר ֲאֵלֶהם, ָחָטאִתי ְקָרא ְלמֶֹשׁ ְרעֹה, ַוִיּ ַלח ַפּ ְשׁ  כז  ַוִיּ
ִעים י, ָהְרָשׁ יק, ַוֲאִני ְוַעִמּ ִדּ ַעם: ְיהָוה, ַהַצּ ַהָפּ

It turns out that there is a point where Pharaoh actually learns that truth. It’s after the seventh plague, the plague of hail.
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This is no ordinary hailstorm. This hail is composed of fire and 
ice; it’s fire encapsulated within the ice. If it was regular hail, 
Pharaoh might say, “I guess the ice god doesn’t like Egypt.” If 
fire was raining down from heaven, Pharaoh could blame it on 
the wrathful fire god. But an alliance between the fire god and 
the ice god? That just can’t be. Only a singular God, a Creator 
of both of these forces could make peace between fire and ice. 
For Pharaoh, this is the greatest display of God’s oneness that 
could exist. When Pharaoh sees this hail-ice combination, he 
realizes that the God who is smiting Egypt is not just a powerful 
polytheistic god. Pharaoh finally gets the lesson: this “god” of 
the Hebrews is GOD, the all-powerful Creator of the universe.

Now that we know God’s agenda for the plagues and we see how it played out, let’s go back and try to understand our 
earlier question: Why did God strengthen Pharaoh’s heart so that he could defy Him?

God strengthened Pharaoh’s heart after the plague of boils, which came right before the hail. Moses 
and Aaron are standing before Pharaoh, and throw soot into the air, which afflicts all of Egypt with 
terrible boils on their skin.

LOOK INSIDE

What is the effect of the boils on Pharaoh’s magicians?

Why do you think that God chose to give Pharaoh a boost of courage at this moment?

Exodus 9:11-12

11 And the magicians could not stand before Moses 
because of the boils; for the boils were upon the 
magicians, and upon all the Egyptians. 12 And the 
LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he hearkened 
not unto them; as the LORD had spoken unto Moses.

שמות ט:יא–יב

י ִחין:  ִכּ ֵני ַהְשּׁ ה ִמְפּ ים, ַלֲעמֹד ִלְפֵני מֶֹשׁ  יא  ְולֹא ָיְכלּו ַהַחְרֻטִמּ
ם ּוְבָכל ִמְצָרִים. יב ַוְיַחֵזּק ְיהָוה ֶאת ֵלב ַחְרֻטִמּ ִחין, ַבּ  ָהָיה ַהְשּׁ

ה ר ְיהָוה, ֶאל-מֶֹשׁ ֶבּ ר ִדּ ֲאֶשׁ ַמע ֲאֵלֶהם: ַכּ ְרעֹה, ְולֹא ָשׁ ַפּ

Here, God gives Pharaoh חיזוק הלב, strength of heart - He gives Pharaoh determination and resolve. Had God not stepped 
in at this moment, Pharaoh may have given up the fight, but... for the wrong reasons.

You see, these magicians were Egyptian sorcerers who served as Pharaoh’s spiritual advisors. From the time that Moses 
and Aaron appeared before Pharaoh, the sorcerers were by his side to counter Moses and Aaron’s strength. They too 
could turn their sticks into snakes, turn water into blood, and make frogs magically appear. As long as the magicians 
could fight Moses and Aaron, Pharaoh could rely on the gods of Egypt. Pharaoh’s gods seemed to be as strong as the god 
of the Hebrews.
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How does Pharaoh respond once the hail stops?

LOOK INSIDE

Exodus 9:34-35

34 But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail 
and the thunder had ceased, he became stubborn and 
reverted to his guilty ways, as did his courtiers. 35  So 
Pharaoh’s heart stiffened and he would not let the 
Israelites go, just as the LORD had foretold through 
Moses.

שמות ט:לד

לֹת ַויֶֹּסף ַלֲחטֹא ָרד ְוַהקֹּ ָטר ְוַהָבּ י־ָחַדל ַהָמּ ְרעֹה ִכּ  לד  ַוַיְּרא ַפּ
ֵני ח ֶאת־ְבּ ַלּ ְרעֹה ְולֹא ִשׁ ד ִלּבֹו הּוא ַוֲעָבָדיו׃  לה ַוֶיֱּחַזק ֵלב ַפּ  ַוַיְּכֵבּ

ה׃ ַיד־מֶֹשׁ ר ְיהָוה ְבּ ֶבּ ר ִדּ ֲאֶשׁ ָרֵאל ַכּ ִיְשׂ

3 To explore this concept in more depth, take a look at the Biblical commentary of the 16th century Italian Rabbi, Ovadia Sforno, quoted in Source #4.

But Pharaoh manages to strengthen his heart and persevere… until now. At the plague of boils, not only can’t the 
magicians reproduce the plague, they can’t even stand before Moses and Aaron. Pharaoh loses his magicians, his soldiers 
in this spiritual battle between him and God.
At this point, Pharaoh has not yet conceded to the spiritual vision of the One Creator God. He just doesn’t have the 
strength to keep fighting, what he perceives, is a particularly angry polytheistic power. But God doesn’t want Pharaoh to 
surrender out of a lack of strength! God wants Pharaoh’s vision to be transformed.3 He wants Pharaoh to understand that 
there is One God who rules all that exists. This Creator God doesn’t want to beat those who oppose Him into submission. 
That might be the way that the Egyptian gods work, these personified forces of nature who battle one another for 
dominance and power. But it is not the way of the Creator. The Creator wants His creatures to know the truth of His 
existence and to shape their lives around this truth.

It’s here that God intervenes. God gives Pharaoh the strength of heart that he’s missing. Is Pharaoh isn’t ready to accept 
God at this point, God will give him the strength to carry on. When the next plague comes and the fiery hail falls from 
the sky, Pharaoh finally realizes that God is truly in charge. At this point the battle is over, the purpose of the plagues is 
fulfilled.

Or is it?... 

Interestingly, the story doesn’t stop here. There are still three more plagues to go. Why isn’t it over yet??? Pharaoh 
recognized the truth, God should just let the Jews go now!

this is the finger of God at play

ע ֱאלִֹהים ִהוא ֶאְצַבּ

Exodus 8:15

But as the plagues go on, the magicians’ power begins to decline. When Egypt breaks out in lice, the magicians try in vain 
to replicate the plague, but they fail. They tell Pharaoh:
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It seems that Pharaoh’s “aha!” moment passes all too quickly, and soon enough he’s back to his old ways. The text says 
that Pharaoh continues to sin against God (“ַויֶֹּסף ַלֲחטֹא”); makes his heart heavy and stubborn (“ד ִלּבֹו  and rekindles ;(”ַוַיְּכֵבּ
his courage and determination (“ְֹרע  Pharaoh is pulling out all of his guns. He needs to utilize all of the .(”ַוֶיֱּחַזק ֵלב ַפּ
resources at his disposal to stand up against the God whom he now knows is the Creator of the Universe.

So the story carries on. Pharaoh restocks his arsenal. 

Now it’s God’s turn to respond. 

Check out next week’s guide for Parshat Bo to see how the next stage of this story is played out… 

Visit us at
www.alephbeta.org
for more incredible Torah.

Check out these great videos by
Rabbi David Fohrman

The Three Signs
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Be Chosen?

You’ve been enrolled in a 4-week free 
trial of our newest Premium product, 
Parsha Guides. Please upgrade to a 

Premium account to continue receiving 
these Parsha guides after your trial 

ends. Please enter coupon code: 
parshaguide to enjoy a 20% discount on 

your first 3 months of Premium.

Go to www.alephbeta.org or email 
ParshaGuides@alephbeta.org to subscribe.

Join 1,800+ Premium 
Subscribers Today
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Exodus 7:1-6

1 And the LORD said unto Moses: ‘See, I have set thee 
in God’s stead to Pharaoh; and Aaron thy brother shall 
be thy prophet. 2 Thou shalt speak all that I command 
thee; and Aaron thy brother shall speak unto Pharaoh, 
that he let the children of Israel go out of his land. 3 
And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and multiply My signs 
and My wonders in the land of Egypt. 4 But Pharaoh 
will not hearken unto you, and I will lay My hand upon 
Egypt, and bring forth My hosts, My people the children 
of Israel, out of the land of Egypt, by great judgments. 5 
And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when 
I stretch forth My hand upon Egypt, and bring out the 
children of Israel from among them.’ 6 And Moses and 
Aaron did so; as the LORD commanded them, so did 
they.

יָך ֱאלִֹהים ְלַפְרעֹה; ְוַאֲהרֹן ה, ְרֵאה ְנַתִתּ  א ַויֹּאֶמר ְיהָוה ֶאל-מֶֹשׁ
; ְוַאֲהרֹן ָךּ ר ֲאַצֶוּ ל-ֲאֶשׁ ר, ֵאת ָכּ ה ְתַדֵבּ  ָאִחיָך, ִיְהֶיה ְנִביֶאָך.  ב ַאָתּ
ָרֵאל ֵמַאְרצֹו.  ג ַוֲאִני ֵני-ִיְשׂ ח ֶאת-ְבּ ַלּ ְרעֹה, ְוִשׁ ר ֶאל-ַפּ  ָאִחיָך ְיַדֵבּ

ֶאֶרץ יִתי ֶאת-אֹתַֹתי ְוֶאת-מֹוְפַתי, ְבּ ְרעֹה; ְוִהְרֵבּ ה, ֶאת-ֵלב ַפּ  ַאְקֶשׁ
ִמְצָרִים; י ֶאת-ָיִדי ְבּ ְרעֹה, ְוָנַתִתּ ַמע ֲאֵלֶכם ַפּ  ִמְצָרִים.  ד ְולֹא-ִיְשׁ

ָרֵאל, ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים, י ְבֵני-ִיְשׂ  ְוהֹוֵצאִתי ֶאת-ִצְבאַֹתי ֶאת-ַעִמּ
ְנטִֹתי ֶאת-ָיִדי י-ֲאִני ְיהָוה, ִבּ דִֹלים.  ה ְוָיְדעּו ִמְצַרִים ִכּ ָפִטים, ְגּ ְשׁ  ִבּ
ה, ָרֵאל, ִמּתֹוָכם.  ו ַוַיַּעׂש מֶֹשׁ ֵני-ִיְשׂ  ַעל-ִמְצָרִים; ְוהֹוֵצאִתי ֶאת-ְבּ

ן ָעׂשּו ר ִצָוּה ְיהָוה אָֹתם, ֵכּ ֲאֶשׁ ְוַאֲהרֹן--ַכּ

Source Sheet

1

2

7:13 And Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he 
hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had spoken.
greatness and goodness, and Egypt will return with 
sincere repentance.”

ר ְיהָוה ֶבּ ר, ִדּ ֲאֶשׁ ַמע ֲאֵלֶהם:  ַכּ ְרעֹה, ְולֹא ָשׁ ז:יג ַוֶיֱּחַזק ֵלב ַפּ

7:22 And the magicians of Egypt did in like manner with 
their secret arts; and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, 
and he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had 
spoken.

ְרעֹה ָלֵטיֶהם; ַוֶיֱּחַזק ֵלב-ַפּ י ִמְצַרִים, ְבּ ֲעׂשּו-ֵכן ַחְרֻטֵמּ  ז:כב ַוַיּ
ר ְיהָוה ֶבּ ר ִדּ ֲאֶשׁ ַמע ֲאֵלֶהם, ַכּ ְולֹא-ָשׁ

8:11 But when Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he 
hardened his heart, and hearkened not unto them; as 
the LORD had spoken.

ַמע ד ֶאת-ִלּבֹו, ְולֹא ָשׁ י ָהְיָתה ָהְרָוָחה, ְוַהְכֵבּ ְרעֹה, ִכּ  ח:יא ַוַיְּרא ַפּ
ר ְיהָוה ֶבּ ר, ִדּ ֲאֶשׁ ֲאֵלֶהם:  ַכּ

8:15 Then the magicians said unto Pharaoh: ‘This is the 
finger of God’; and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and 
he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had spoken.

ע ֱאלִֹהים ִהוא; ַוֶיֱּחַזק ְרעֹה, ֶאְצַבּ ם ֶאל-ַפּ  ח:טו ַויֹּאְמרּו ַהַחְרֻטִמּ
ר ְיהָוה ֶבּ ר ִדּ ֲאֶשׁ ַמע ֲאֵלֶהם, ַכּ ְרעֹה ְולֹא-ָשׁ ֵלב-ַפּ

8:28 And Pharaoh hardened his heart this time also, 
and he did not let the people go.

ח,  ֶאת- ַלּ ַעם ַהזֹּאת; ְולֹא ִשׁ ַפּ ם ַבּ ְרעֹה ֶאת-ִלּבֹו, ַגּ ד ַפּ ח:כח ַוַיְּכֵבּ
ָהָעם

The eight times that Pharaoh’s heart is hardened:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)



ALEPH BETA STUDY GUIDE ON PARSHAT VA’ERA - PAGE 11www.alephbeta.org

3

7:17 Thus saith the LORD: In this thou shalt know that 
I am the LORD--behold, I will smite with the rod that is 
in my hand upon the waters which are in the river, and 
they shall be turned to blood.

ה ָאֹנִכי י ֲאִני ְיהָוה:  ִהֵנּ ַדע, ִכּ זֹאת ֵתּ ה, ָאַמר ְיהָוה, ְבּ  ז:יז ֹכּ
ְיאֹר--ְוֶנֶהְפכּו ְלָדם ר ַבּ ִים ֲאֶשׁ ָיִדי, ַעל-ַהַמּ ר-ְבּ ה ֲאֶשׁ ֶטּ ַמּ ה ַבּ ַמֶכּ

8:6 And he said: ‘Against to-morrow.’ And he said: ‘Be it 
according to thy word; in order that thou mayest know 
that there is none like unto the LORD our God.

יהָוה י-ֵאין ַכּ ַדע, ִכּ ְדָבְרָך--ְלַמַען ֵתּ  ח:ו ַויֹּאֶמר, ְלָמָחר; ַויֹּאֶמר, ִכּ
ֱאלֵֹהינּו

8:18 And I will set apart in that day the land of Goshen, 
in which My people dwell, that no swarms of flies shall 
be there; in order that thou mayest know that I am the 
LORD in the midst of the earth.

י עֵֹמד ָעֶליָה, ר ַעִמּ ן, ֲאֶשׁ ֶשׁ  ח:יח ְוִהְפֵליִתי ַבּיֹום ַההּוא ֶאת-ֶאֶרץ ֹגּ
ֶקֶרב ָהָאֶרץ י ֲאִני ְיהָוה ְבּ ַדע, ִכּ ם, ָערֹב--ְלַמַען ֵתּ י ֱהיֹות-ָשׁ ְלִבְלִתּ

9:14 For I will this time send all My plagues upon thy 
person, and upon thy servants, and upon thy people; so 
that thou mayest know that there is none like Me in all 
the earth.

ָך, ֹפַתי ֶאל-ִלְבּ ל-ַמֵגּ ֵלַח ֶאת-ָכּ ַעם ַהזֹּאת, ֲאִני שֹׁ ַפּ י ַבּ  ט:יד ִכּ
ָכל-ָהָאֶרץ מִֹני ְבּ י ֵאין ָכּ ַדע, ִכּ ֲעבּור ֵתּ ָך--ַבּ ּוַבֲעָבֶדיָך, ּוְבַעֶמּ

9:29 And Moses said unto him: ‘As soon as I am gone 
out of the city, I will spread forth my hands unto the 
LORD; the thunders shall cease, neither shall there be 
any more hail; in order that thou mayest know that the 
earth is the LORD’S.

י ַפּ ֵצאִתי ֶאת-ָהִעיר, ֶאְפרֹׂש ֶאת-ַכּ ה, ְכּ  ט:כט ַויֹּאֶמר ֵאָליו, מֶֹשׁ
י ַדע, ִכּ ָרד לֹא ִיְהֶיה-עֹוד, ְלַמַען ֵתּ לּון, ְוַהָבּ לֹות ֶיְחָדּ  ֶאל-ְיהָוה; ַהקֹּ

ַליהָוה ָהָאֶרץ

9:7 And Pharaoh sent, and, behold, there was not so 
much as one of the cattle of the Israelites dead. But the 
heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the 
people go.

ָרֵאל, ַעד-ֶאָחד; ְקֵנה ִיְשׂ ה לֹא-ֵמת ִמִמּ ְרעֹה--ְוִהֵנּ ַלח ַפּ ְשׁ  ט:ז ַוִיּ
ח ֶאת-ָהָעם ַלּ ְרעֹה, ְולֹא ִשׁ ד ֵלב ַפּ ַוִיְּכַבּ

9:12 And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and 
he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had spoken 
unto Moses.

ר ֶבּ ר ִדּ ֲאֶשׁ ַמע ֲאֵלֶהם:  ַכּ ְרעֹה, ְולֹא ָשׁ  ט:יב ַוְיַחֵזּק ְיהָוה ֶאת-ֵלב ַפּ
ה ְיהָוה, ֶאל-מֶֹשׁ

9:34 And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail 
and the thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more, and 
hardened his heart, he and his servants.

לֹת--ַויֶֹּסף ַלֲחטֹא; ָרד ְוַהקֹּ ָטר ְוַהָבּ י-ָחַדל ַהָמּ ְרעֹה, ִכּ  ט:לד ַוַיְּרא ַפּ
ד ִלּבֹו, הּוא ַוֲעָבָדיו ַוַיְּכֵבּ

7:5 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, 
when I stretch forth My hand upon Egypt, and bring out 
the children of Israel from among them.’ 

ְנטִֹתי ֶאת-ָיִדי ַעל-ִמְצָרִים; י-ֲאִני ְיהָוה, ִבּ  ז:ה ְוָיְדעּו ִמְצַרִים ִכּ
ָרֵאל, ִמּתֹוָכם ֵני-ִיְשׂ ְוהֹוֵצאִתי ֶאת-ְבּ

The eight times that Pharaoh’s heart is hardened:

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

6)

7)

8)

1)
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Sforno on Exodus 7:3

There is no question that if it were not that Pharaoh’s 
heart was hardened, Pharaoh would have sent out 
the Jews without a doubt, not due to repentance 
and submission to the Blessed God... but because 
he would no longer be able to withstand the pain 
of the plagues, like his servants told him when they 
said “don’t you realize that Egypt is destroyed!” and 
that’s not repentance at all. Rather, if Pharaoh wanted 
desired to submit himself to God and to return to Him 
with complete repentance, there would have been 
nothing preventing him from doing so. And here God 
said “I’m going to strengthen Pharaoh’s heart, so that 
he becomes courageous and is able to withstand the 
plagues, so that he won’t send out Israel due to fear 
of the plagues. This way, these great signs will remain 
in his heart, for through them they will recognize my 
greatness and goodness, and Egypt will return with 
sincere repentance.”

 ואין ספק שלולא הכבדת הלב היה פרעה משלח את ישראל
 בלי ספק, לא על צד תשובה והכנעה לאל יתברך… אלא על

 צד היותו בלתי יכול לסבול עוד את צרת המכות, כמו שהגידו
 עבדיו באמרם הטרם תדע כי אבדה מצרים וזאת לא היתה

 תשובה כלל. אבל אם היה פרעה חפץ להכנע לאל יתברך,
 ולשוב אליו בתשובה שלמה, לא היה לו מזה שום מונע. והנה

 אמר האל יתברך ואני אקשה את לב פרעה, שיתאמץ לסבול
 המכות ולא ישלח מיראת המכות את ישראל, למען שיתי

 אותותי אלה בקרבו, שמהם יכירו גדלי וטובי וישובו המצרים
באיזו תשובה אמתית
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