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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard and  Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT MISHPATIM (SHEKALIM) 5777

PUTTING OUR HEART INTO MITZVOTH

"And these are the ordinances that you shall place before them. If you buy a Jewish slave, he

shall  work for  six years ..."  (Shemos 21:1-2). My father-in-law z"l  wondered why the parsha

begins, of all things, with the laws relating to the Jewish slave. After all, the laws were only to

apply once they entered Eretz Yisrael. This was to be after a forty year sojourn in the desert

followed  by  fourteen  years  of  conquering  and  dividing  up  the  land.  There  are  other  laws  in

Parshat Mishpatim which applied immediately, such as if an ox kills a human being. Why then

does the Parsha open with the laws of the Jewish slave?

My father-in-law even strengthened his question by citing a Yerushalmi which teaches us that

the laws of the Jewish slave were taught while the people were still slaves in Egypt? Why was

this the time to teach about the laws of a Jewish slave? My father-in-law explained that the best

time to teach about the laws of the Jewish slave is when we are slaves and understand what it

means to be a slave. Hashem wants us to understand, to live what we learn and not just to say

the words - to feel what the other person is going through. Only a slave can truly understand

what it's like to be a slave.
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We find similar ideas later on in the parsha. For example, "when you lend money to My people

to the poor person who is with you" (22:24). In order to understand why it's important to lend

or give to the poor, one has to feel what it's  like to be poor. Not long afterwards the Torah

speaks about the laws of Shemitta - the Sabbatical year, "six years shall you sow your land and

gather in its produce. And in the seventh, you shall leave it untended and unharvested, and the

destitute of your people shall eat" (23:10-11). The Torah wants us to understand what it's like

to be poor and to have to depend on others in order that we fulfill the mitzvah of giving to the

poor with a full heart.

Similarly,  "do  not  oppress  a  stranger,  you  know  the  feelings  of  a  stranger,  for  you  were

strangers in the land of Egypt" (23:9). It's not enough to learn about the mitzvah, but one must

feel what the other person is going through.

The mitzvah of "love your fellow as yourself" - it should be as if the other person is a part of

you. This especially applies to a husband and wife, that each should feel like the other is a part

of them and a person should honor their spouse more than they honor themselves. The story is

told  about  Harav  Aryeh  Levine  zt"l  who  once  accompanied  his  wife  to  the  doctor  and  said

"doctor, my wife's leg is hurting us." This is what it means to feel the pain of the other.

The story is told about Rav Meisels, the Rav of Lodz, who was once collecting money to assist

the  poor  who  couldn't  afford  to  heat  their  houses.  One cold  winter  night,  keep  in  mind the

winters there are much colder than here, he knocked on the door of a wealthy individual. The

host was very honored by the Rav's visit and invited him in. Rather than coming in,  the Rav

stood outside and said to the man "sholom Aleichem, how's your family?" He continued asking

him more and more questions until the host said: "Rav, I would love to talk to you but why can't

we do it  inside the house, why must we stand here with the door open?" The Rav answered:

"because I'm collect for the poor who can't afford to heat their houses and I wanted you to feel

what it's like to live in a cold house.

This week we read the special Maftir for Parshas Shekalim, signifying that this coming week is

Rosh  Chodesh  Adar.  I  once  asked  -  what  is  the  source  for  the  name Purim?  The  answer  is

written  in  the  Megillah:  "al  shem  hapur"  (Esther  9:26).  Although  it  means  "because  of  the

lottery",  we  can  also  read  it  as  "al  shem  hapoor,  emphasizing  the  mitzvah  of  Matanos

Laevyonim - giving to the poor.

The Mishnah teaches us "mishenichnas Adar marbin besimcha", when Adar enters then we have

additional  joy. What does this  mean? Does it  mean that we should drink wine for  the entire

month? I would venture to say that it's enough that we drink wine on Purim. I would say that

we can derive the meaning from the prohibition of learning Torah on Tisha B'Av. The reason we

don't learn Torah on Tisha B'Av is because of the pasuk, "pikudei Hashem yeasharim mesamchei

lev" (Tehillim 19:9), meaning that the Torah of Hashem is perfect and it brings joy to the heart.

We  see  that  learning  Torah  brings  us  more  joy  and  therefore  it's  forbidden  on  Tisha  B'Av.

Therefore in the month of Adar when we must increase our joy, it should be through learning

more Torah than the rest of the year.

The  Chassam Sofer  asked  why  there  are  two  days  on  Purim  -  the  non-walled  cities  on  the

fourteenth  of  Adar  and  the  walled  cities  on  the  fifteenth.  The  Megillah  says  that  the  Jewish

people  rested  on  the  fourteenth,  and  in  Shushan  they  rested  on  the  fifteenth.  But  why  did

Mordechai and Esther make this division in the celebration? Firstly, they could have made the

holiday on the day of the victory over the enemy - the thirteenth of Adar? Secondly, why didn't

they institute that the entire world celebrates on the fourteenth and the people of Shushan also

celebrate on the fifteenth?

The Chasam Sofer explains that if the entire world celebrated Purim on the same day then the

entire nation would spend the day drinking and no Torah would be learned - the world cannot

exist without the Jewish people learning Torah. Therefore, the celebration was spread over two
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days - this way those who drink on the fourteenth learn on the fifteenth and those who drink on

the fifteenth learn on the fourteenth.

I would like to offer another possible answer. The celebration of Purim is not only for our victory

over the enemy, but it's our way of expressing thanks to Hashem for what the Gemara says:

"hadur  kibluha  bimei  Achashverosh"  -  they  accepted  the  Torah  again  in  the  days  of

Achashverosh. The difference is that the acceptance of the Torah at Har Sinai was by coercion -

Hashem placed a mountain over them like a vat and told them they have to accept the Torah.

This time the Torah was accepted willfully. Therefore it shouldn't be the result of victory in war

when we still felt a fear of the other nations, rather when we rested and were able to accept the

Torah. This is a very important part of the Purim celebration, and therefore it's on "the days on

which the Jews gained relief from their enemies" (Esther 9:22).
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