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WHO IS SUPPORTING WHOM 

There is a story about a Baal Teshuvah who although his parents were not religious, upon 

getting married his father decided to support him while he learned in Kollel. However, there was 

one condition and that was that he had to live in the same city. The son in law acquiesced to the 

request of his father in law for two reasons. One was that there was no other seeable way how 

he would be able to financially manage to learn on his own, and secondly that there was a Kollel 

within a half hour drive from where he lived. This support went on for many years until he 

landed a Rebbi position in another state. His father warned him that if he would leave he would 

have to terminate his support. It was` an emotional scene when the mover truck left followed by 

the family in their station wagon. Only after they left the city line did they find out that 

approximately at the same time his father passed away. After the levayah one of the relatives 

remarked with insight that retroactively Hashem showed everyone who was really supporting 

whom. It was the Torah of the son who supported his father and not vice versa. 

We see a similar thought in this week’s parsha. The passuk says ך והחזקת בו כי ימוך אחי  when 

your brother begins to financially falter you should support him. Another interpretation is that 

when your brother begins to financially fall you could be supported by him spiritually by lending 

him a monetary hand. By doing chesed you are the main beneficiary for spiritual upgrade for 

you gain in spirit while the receiver only gains materialistically. As the Chazal say more than the 

calf who wants to nurse, its mother wants to feed it. Who is really supporting whom? 

We are approaching the Yom Tov of Shavuos when we read the Megillas Rus. When Naomi 

attempts to distant Rus from converting we find Rus refusing to be persuaded otherwise. Then 

the passuk says  ותרא כי מתאמצת היא ללכת Naomi saw that Rus is becoming stronger in 

committing her attachment to Naomi and therefore Naomi ceased to persuade her to leave. The 

 explains this passuk to mean that Naomi was skeptical on the purity of Rus’s שארית מנחם

intentions and commitment to Torah. Then she realized that she herself became strengthened 

in Torah and emunah from the very words of Rus. This was to her a proof that Rus wants to 

convert to be a Jewess motivated out of true love of Hashem.  

This is the meaning of the extra היא in the passuk. It is in order for the reader to realize that the 

word מתאמצת is referring to Naomi and not to Rus. Naomi realized that she herself was being 

spiritually supported from Rus’s commitment and therefore she stopped talking to Rus about 

leaving her. Who is supported by whom? 

There is a story told about someone who had a dream that he was walking on the beach and he 

saw two pairs of footsteps, one symbolizing his life’s journey and the other Hashem’s steps with 

him. As he followed the trail of his footsteps he came to the point when only one set of 

footsteps was visible. Then he remembered that they were the hard and very challenging times 

in his life when he felt that Hashem removed his support from him and he was left alone in pain 



to persevere.  Remembering his pain he turned his head upwards and let out a cry, How did you 

leave me at these painful periods? Suddenly a voice came down from heaven and said, True, 

that you see only one set of footsteps, but you are wrong thinking that they belong to you. They 

are mine alone. When you were down and out, it was I who carried you throughout all your 

pain. Otherwise you would not have made it on your own. As we say in ברוך גוזר - ברוך שאמר

 that Hashem brings decrees upon a person but also gives him the support to carry him ומקיים 

through the challenge. 

Who is supporting whom? 
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