
Zera Shimshon
Parshas Emor

ֹּת (ויקרא כג/מב) ֹּת ֵתְּשׁבּו ִשְׁבַעת יִָמים ָכּל ָהֶאזְָרח ְבּיְִשָׂרֵאל יְֵשׁבּו ַבֻּסּכ ַבֻּסּכ

On the possuk (Vayikra 23/42), "You shall
live in Sukkos seven days..." The Medrash
Yalkut Shemoni comments, "R. Levi said,
'Whoever fulfills the mitzvo of Sukkah in this
world, HaKodesh Baruch Hue says, 'He
fulfilled the mitzvo of Sukkah, I will shield
him from the wrath that will take place at the
End of Days.'" 

Zera Shimshon asks on this Medrash three
questions.

Firstly, the wording of the Medrash seems to
be too lengthy. Seemingly the same idea
would be conveyed if it would have written a
shorter version, "Whoever fulfills the mitzvo
of Sukkah, Hashem will shield him...."
instead of, "Whoever fulfills the mitzvo of
Sukkah... Hakodesh Baruch Hue says, "He
fulfilled the mitzvo of Sukkah....". What is the
point that the Medrash is making by saying
that not only will a person get sechar
(reward) for fulfilling the mitzvo of Sukkah
but that Hashem said that He will give
sechar.

Secondly, why does it say, Whoever fulfills
the mitzvo of Sukkah and not simply,
"Whoever sits in the Sukkah"?

Thirdly, why does the Medrash stress that it
is only one who sits in the Sukkah "in this
world"? Obviously! We fulfill mitzvos only in
this world. In the World to Come there are no
mitzvos for us to keep!

He answers that in addition of the simple
intent of mitzvas Sukkah, to remember that
Hashem had mercy on us and protected us
with Sukkos in the desert, there is also a

deeper intent. It is to subdue and weaken the
Sitra Achra (the Side of Impurity) and the
wicked people. The total fulfillment of the
Mitzvo of Sukkah is accomplished only when
he sits in the Sukkah with this intent. When
he does, then at the end of days, midah
knegged midah (measure for a measure),
Hashem will protect him from these evil
forces and wicked people.  

Therefore R. Levi didn't say, "Whoever sits in
a Sukkah...." because this would imply that
whoever physically sits in a Sukkah even
without having in mind "to subdue and
weaken he Sitra Achra..." he would be
protected etc. However this is not true. A
person merits the protection only because he
sat in the Sukkah with the intent to subdue
the sitra achra.

This is also the reason that he mentioned that
he performed the mitzvo of Sukkah "in this
world". It is only in this world where the
sitra achra is found can he be rewarded for
subduing it.

And finally, to stress that Hashem will
protect him midah knegged midah, it didn't
simply write that "Whoever fulfills the
mitzvo of Sukkah Hashem will merit to be
shielded...." but it wrote that Hashems says,
"He fulfilled the mitzvo of Sukkah, I will
shield him from the wrath that will take place
at the End of Days" which stresses that it is
directly connected with his sitting in the
Sukkah with the proper intention.

-----------------------------------------2--------------------------------
 (ויקרא כא/א)ַוּיֹאֶמר ְידָֹוד ֶאל מֶׁשה ֱאמֹר ֶאל ַהּכֲֹהִנים ְּבֵני ַאֲהרֹן ְוָאַמְרָּת ֲאֵלֶהם ְלֶנֶפׁש ֹלא ִיַּטָּמא ְּבַעָּמיו:
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Concerning the possuk "Speak to the 

Kohanim..." the Medrash comments, "The 

possuk (Tehillim 9/10) "The fear of Hashem 

is pure, it stands forever" is referring to this 

possuk ("Speak to the Kohanim..."). Rav 

Levi explained, "Through the fear that 

Aharon had of Hashem he merited that this 

parsha will be pertinent for him, his children, 

and his subsequent generation until the end 

of time... like it says "Speak to the Kohanim 

(the sons of Aharon) ..." (Medrash Rabbah 

(26/6))

Zera Shimshon asks why does the possuk 

specifically mention that the Kohanim are the

sons of Aharon?  Isn't this common 

knowledge that the children of Aharon are 

Kohanim? 

Secondly,  how does the  possuk "The fear of 

Hashem is pure, it stands forever" explain the

possuk "Speak to the Kohanim...". They  

seem to be totally unrelated?

He answers that Aharon and subsequently all 

the Kohanim are like malachim with an 

intrinsic kedusha (holiness). Therefore one 

might think that if they defile that kedusha 

even one time (when they come in contact 

with a corpse) then the defilement would be 

terminal;  they would remain tommai their 

whole lifetime. 

It would also then follow that nowadays 

when there is no way for a Kohain to purify 

himself there would be no prohibition for a 

Kohain   to become tommai since everyone is

a tommai maiss today. 

This however is not the case. We know that 

even today  kohanim are commanded not to 

become tommai.

Why is this? Zera Shimshon explains that the

participants in the incident of the Golden 

Calf are responsible that there is a prohibition

for a Kohain to become tommai maiss (the 

tummah one gets by being in contact with a 

corpse)! Hashem abolished the Mallach 

HaMovess (Angel of Death) at the time of 

the Giving of the Torah. No Mallach 

HaMovess, no tummas mais. 

However, after B'nai Yisroel worshipped the 

Golden Calf, Hashem brought back the 

Mallach HaMovess and with it tummas 

maiss. Therefore they who took part in the 

Goldern Calf are responsible that tummas 

maiss exists.

Aharon also took part in the Golden Calf 

however he feared Hashem and was 

embarrassed for what he did (Refer to 

Vayikra 9/7 Rashi and Ramban). The 

Gemorra tells us that Hashem forgives 

someone who is embarrassed of  a sin that he 

did.

The Gemorra also tells us that one who does 

teshuva because of  the love that he has for 

Hashem (and not only because he fears 

Hashem's punishment) is so powerful that not

only does Hashem forgive him for what he 

did , but that sin turns into a merit for him!
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Aharon's fear of Hashem was not only 

because of Hashem's punishment but rather 

he feared Hashem's greatness (yiras 

haromamus) and this , explains Zera 

Shimshon, is just like teshuva for the love of 

Hashem.

In light of the above, concludes Zera 

Shimshon, we can now understand the 

Medrash. The Medrash was bothered by why 

the Torah added the extra phrase "the sons of 

Aharon" after calling them Kohanim. The 

answer is that it is to stress that this 

prohibition will be in force until the end of 

time. 

But the Medrash is stilled bothered by why 

should this be? Why isn't their kedusha 

defiled after being tommai one time and 

therefore it would not be applicable today. 

The Medrash answers is that the 

embarrassment of Aharon stemmed from  

yiras Hashem of Aharon and was pure (yiras 

haromamus) and therefore the whole incident

of the Golden Calf, which brought tummah 

into the world,  was not only not held against 

him but is considered a merit for him! 

Therefore tummas maiss cannot defile his 

intrinsic kedusha. It goes even farther. His 

teshuva (being embarrassed of what he did 

because of his fear of Hashem)  was so 

powerful that it also weakened the power of 

tummas maiss to defile his future 

generations.

This then is the meaning of the possuk, "The 

fear of Hashem is pure (the fear of Aharon) it

stands forever (even for his future 

generations)!

Phenomenal!!!

----------------------------------------3--------------------------------
 (ויקרא כא/א)ַוּיֹאֶמר ְידָֹוד ֶאל מֶׁשה ֱאמֹר ֶאל ַהּכֲֹהִנים ְּבֵני ַאֲהרֹן ְוָאַמְרָּת ֲאֵלֶהם ְלֶנֶפׁש ֹלא ִיַּטָּמא ְּבַעָּמיו:

On the first possuk in our Parsha the

Medrash (Yalkut Shemoni) comments, "Rebbi

Yehoshua of Sichnin in the name of Rebbi

Levi said, ....Moshe said to Hashem, "Master

of the Universe, the first king of Clal Yisroel

(Shaul) will be stabbed to death with a

sword!?" Hashem answered back, "Why are

you criticizing me? Speak to the Kohanim

whom he (Shaul) killed. They are the one

who are prosecuting!"

Zera Shimshon asks why does the Medrash

stress that Shaul was the FIRST king of Clal

Yisroel? Why wouldn't Moshe have been

bewildered even if he was the second or third

king?

His answer is based on two concepts. 

The meforshim write that the reason that

Shaul, who was a descendent of Binyamin,

merited to be the first king because Binyamin

was the only Tribe that didn't bow down to
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Eisav (when Yaakov met him in Parshas

VaYishlach). Because of this, Eisav had no

power over him.

The second concept is found in another

Medrash (Zohar Parshas Balak page 292/b).

It is written there that Hashem came to Eisav

and offered him to accept the Torah. Eisav

refused since it says in the Torah "You shall

not murder" and this totally contradicts the

blessing that Yitzchak blessed him, that he

will live by the sword. 

After Eisav refused it, Hashem, so to speak,

then asked him for advice on how H. can

persuade Bnei Yisroel to accept it. Eisav

answered that H. should give them a part of

his beracha; that Clal Yisroel will be allowed

to implement capital punishment. 

With these two ideas in mind Zera Shimshon

explains the Medrash.

Moshe Rabeinu didn't understand how it

could be that Shaul be killed by a sword.

Shaul was chosen to be the first King of

Yisroel because he didn't bow to Eisav and

therefore Eisav had no hold over him.

Therefore, wondered Moshe, how could he

be killed by a sword that is Eisav's legacy?!

Hashem answered the sword was given to

Clal Yisroel to be used in Beis Din. To simply

kill though is not our lot, but Eisav's.

Therefore at the time Shaul killed the

inhabitants of Nov the city of Kohanim he

essentially stole Eisav's legacy. Since he did

this, then Eisav now had power over him

(even though that his great grandfather,

Binyamin, did not bow down to him).

HaRav Shimshon Nachmaini, author of Zera Shimshon lived in Italy about 300 years ago in the time of the Or

HaChaim HaKodesh.

The Chida writes that he was a great Mekubal and wrote many sefarim including sefarim about " practical
kabbolo" but asked that all of his sefarim be buried after he passes away except for Zera Shimshon and Niflaos
Shimshon on Avos.

He had one child who died in his lifetime (hence the name "Zera Shimshon") and in the preface he promises for
people who learn his sefarim after he dies “... And your eyes will see children and grandchildren like the
offshoots of an olive tree around your tables, wise and understanding with houses filled with all manner of good
things… and wealth and honor……”

These d’vrai Torah are dedicated to Esther Yenta Bas Chana Chassia. In the
merit of the learning Zera Shimshon’s divrai Torah, Hashem should answer her
prayers and she should quickly find her proper match along with all the other
members of Clal Yisroel who are also looking for their zivug hagun.
If you are interested in buying your own copy of the Hebrew version of Zera
Shimshon
Call 05271-66-450 in Eretz Yisroel 
or
347-496-5657 in the U.S.A. 

- 4 -



You can now  HEAR shiurim of Zera Shimshon on Kol Halashon:
In E. Yisroel: 073-2951-727 or 03-617-1111 and then press 1,1,3,24
In U.S.A. (718) 395-2440 and then press 2,6,4,24
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