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“I’ll give you a gold coin if you can tell me where G-d is,” said the man to a young 

Chaim Soloveitchik. The precocious boy and future Torah sage replied, “I’ll give you two 
gold coins if you can tell me where He is not!” 

While other religions require people to climb mountains in far off lands or become hermits and 
live alone and away from other people, HaShem places His home in the midst of a bustling 
metropolis, Jerusalem, our capital city. He says, in Leviticus 26:11, “I will place my Sanctuary 
in your midst and My spirit will not reject you.”   

By placing His Home squarely in the center of our home (Jerusalem was the capital city before 
the Bais HaMikdash, the Holy Temple was built, and millennia before the Dome of the Rock 
came on the scene) G-d invites us to dwell WITH him, not to have to seek Him out in some 
distant land.  By giving us a comfort level of being close to HaShem, we are able to connect with 
Him and serve Him more correctly. But there’s more. 

People have a natural affinity for their homelands. People wax nostalgic about their hometowns, 
and sports fans usually stick behind the hometown team even if they don’t win or they’ve 
moved to another city.  That’s because where you come from is part of who you are.  You love 
your home as part of yourself and ignore the things that are less than perfect. 

Sancherev, king of Assyria, famously mixed up the 
nations, moving entire populations to other countries.  
One reason for this was that people who were not locals 
would not be as determined to fight for the land.  An 
Ethiopian might fight for Ethiopia but he would not 
fight as hard for China.  As this land was not their 
home, inhabitants were less connected to it. 

In this posuk, HaShem says, “I will make YOU my 
home.”  In other words, HaShem will make the Jewish 
nation His dwelling place.  By doing that, He will never 
come to be repulsed by us even when we don’t live up 
to what we should.  We are His hometown team and He 
will keep rooting for us against all odds. 

This is a great lesson in how to love HaShem as well.  
By making Him OUR home, the place from whence we 
come, where we belong, and where we feel secure, we 
can accept things that seem unfair or bad and take 
them as part of the beauty and wonder of our own being.   

We know that there is a reason behind it and no other place, no other god, no other situation, 
could be better than staying close to HaShem - close to home. 

Now You Know!  (Halacha/Jewish Law insight) 

The Torah portion of Bechukosai is sometimes read together with Behar and sometimes not. Several 

factors enter into this determination, among them Ezra the Scribe's ordinance that Bechukosai be 

read at least two weeks before Shavuos. 

 



The reason for the two-week hiatus is based on our tradition that Shavuos is considered a New Year, 

a Day of Judgment for the fruits of the tree. We are careful, therefore, to be finished with 

Parshas Bechukosai - in which the Tochachah, the Admonition and its curses, occupy a central role -- 

before this Day of Judgment and New Year begin. 

For the same reason, we are careful to read Parashas Ki Savo, where the other portion of the 

Tochachah is written, at least two weeks before Rosh Hashanah, so that "the old year may be 

ushered out along with its curses". 

In the past, deciding whom to call to the Torah for the reading of the Tochachah was a serious point 

of contention. Many people felt that being called to the Torah for this portion was a bad omen that 

would result in tragedy and misfortune. It got to a point where people would actually fight in shul over 

who should take the aliyah. 

Consequently, it has become customary in many shuls for the Torah reader himself to be called upon 

to read the Tochachah, with varying opinions as to whether he is called by name or not. 
 

It DoesnIt DoesnIt DoesnIt Doesn’t Add Up’t Add Up’t Add Up’t Add Up    

Math wasn’t my favorite subject in school, but I’m pretty sure I can do basic calculations in my 
head. The Torah tells us that when we are serving G-d appropriately, and He is fighting on our 
side, “Five of you shall chase one hundred enemies, and a hundred of you shall chase ten 
thousand.” 

If a hundred is twenty times five, and five people can 
chase a hundred people, it stands to reason that a 
hundred people can chase twenty times that amount, or 
two thousand people.  

How then, can it be that the Torah says they will be able 
to chase ten thousand, or a hundred times the amount? 

The answer, of course, is that we’re discussing 
exponential growth. When Jews are united, they give 
each other strength. The Talmud discusses that if each 
person can lift fifty pounds, two people together can lift 
one hundred and fifty. 

HaShem wants us to realize that being divisive makes us 
our own worst enemy, weakening us more than any 
outside force. On the flip side, though, when we get 

together, there’s nothing that can stop us. 

Though the Torah promises punishments for not following the Torah, unity can prevent tragedy. 
The Jews under King Achav (husband of Jezebel) worshiped idols and committed other horrific 
sins yet when they went out to battle they were victorious. Our sages explain that this is because 
they were unified and would not undermine each other. 

When we finish a Sefer of Chumash as we do this week, (Sefer Vayikra/Leviticus) we recite, 
“Chazak, chazak, v’nischazek,” “Be strong, be strong, we will become stronger.”  The idea is that 
if I urge you on, and you urge me on, together we are stronger than we each were before. 

If we want to be more and do more, the way to start is by appreciating how much greater we are 

when we are connected to our nation, and of course, to our G-d. 

 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 


