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Chazal tell us that we should seek out the A-mighty when he 
is near and that this is a reference to the period from Rosh 
Hashonoh to Yom Kippur.  Let us make the most of this 
special time by attaining a greater understanding of the 
Yomtov of Yom HaKodosh, so that we might feel closer to 
Hashem as He does to us. 

גמר חתימה טובה -גוט יום טוב   גוט שבת - 
ms 

 ויאמר ד' סלחתי כדברך
 

 

 
 
 

Yom HaKodosh 5778  Issue No: 295 

A feature of the tefillos (prayers) on most yomim tovim is the Yizkor service.  It is an obvious 
question as to why this service, which prompts memories of mourning and sadness, should 
have been included on days, which are times of happiness and joy (this includes Yom Kippur 
to a lesser extent).  There is also the question of why the custom developed for those, whose 
parents are still alive, to leave the shul during Yizkor.  Whilst appreciating the basic reason 
given that one with living parents might be the recipient of some negative spiritual effect, 
this does not appear to be a sufficiently satisfactory answer.  The sefer Va’ani Tefiloh 
suggests a deeper reason.  Shlomo HaMelech writes in Megillas Koheles [1:4], dor holeich 
vedor bo veho’oretz le’olom omedes – a generation goes and a generation comes, but the 
earth endures forever.  It would seem that the order of events described is the reverse of 
what one would expect.  Surely, the new generation first arrives in the world and only then 
does the previous generation move on.  However, it is possible to explain the possuk in this 
way.  As long as the elders of the previous generation remain on this world, the younger ones 
rely on the wisdom of their more experienced counterparts and leave to them the 
responsibilities of leadership.  It is only when the older generation pass on, that the younger 
generation appreciate the responsibility of ensuring the continued endurance of the world.  
Yomtov is a time that represents a restatement of this obligation, as we say the prayer ato 
vechartonu – You chose us from all the nations.  The Jewish People have been sanctified and 
elevated and over them Hashem has proclaimed His holy Name.  As a result, the festival days 
are a fitting time for those, whose parents are no longer in this world, and who themselves 
are now the standard-bearers of the Jewish nation to turn their thoughts to their parents 
and to mention their names together with those of our patriarchs and matriarchs.  In this 
way, they daven that Hashem should continue to proclaim His Name over us in the merit of 
our ancestors and they beseech Him that they should merit to fulfil their lofty task of 
ensuring the future of the Jewish People.  Thus, the custom developed that those whose 
parents are still alive do not yet have this responsibility to concern them and they withdraw 
from shul at this point. 

 

יום הקדוש   
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Odom HoRishon was created on Rosh Chodesh Tishrei, the sixth day of Creation and the time of year when the length of daylight 

hours diminishes.  The Gemoro in Maseches Avodoh Zoro [8a] tells us that only after Odom committed his aveiroh (sin), did he 

notice this phenomenon of the decreasing daylight hours and his immediate thought was that Hashem was slowly ending the 

world.  When it got to the very short days in the month of Teves just before the winter solstice, Odom fasted and davened 

continuously for eight days, beseeching Hashem not to destroy the world.  The day after the winter solstice, when he perceived 

that the days were starting to get longer again he said to himself that this must be the way of the world.  In gratitude for this, Odom 

made a Yomtov for the next eight days in celebration.  Self-evidently, this account raises significant queries.  If Odom realised that 

he had simply been mistaken all along, and that this phenomenon was the natural order of Hashem’s creation, why did he make a 

Yomtov?  Secondly, Odom had just completed eight full days of fasting and davening, when suddenly things were turned … page 2 

 



 
 יוצא מפי כהן גדול בקדשה

 

 

In addition to the categories of women 
forbidden to a Kohen in marriage, a Kohen 

Godol may not marry a widow.  The meforshim 
note that this teaches us a remarkable lesson about 
the weakness of man.  The most exalted member of 

Klal Yisroel is the Kohen Godol.  The holiest day of the 
year is Yom HaKodosh.  The most hallowed place on 

earth is the Kodesh HaKodashim (Holy of Holies).  Once 
a year a confluence of all three occurs as the Kohen 
Godol performs the Yom Kippur Avodah (service).  

When he enters the Holy of Holies, he utters Hashem's 
Holy Name.  The Torah was concerned that if there 

was a married woman that the Kohen Godol desires, 
he will wish her husband ill while he is in the Kodesh 
HaKodashim.  To forestall such an eventuality he is 
forbidden to marry a widow.  We glean from this 

that even when a person has reached the 
pinnacle of holiness, he remains human 

with the capacity to err in a most 
human way.  There is hope yet  

for us all B’’H. 
Mimini Michoel 

 
 

When Yonah haNovi draws the short straw and it is decided 

that he is the culprit causing the raging storm, he tells the ship-

hands so'uni vahatiluni el hayom - lift me up and cast me into 

the sea.  Rav Elyashiv asks why Yonah added the word so’uni - 

lift me up, when it would have sufficed simply to advise them 

to cast him into the sea in order for the storm to subside.  The 

word so’uni seems superfluous.  Rav Elyashiv answers that 

Yonah knew that his life was about to end.  Yet, he also knew 

that a person can change the world in a single moment of time 

spent correctly in this life.  Through uttering the extra word he 

was trying to prolong his stay in this world for even the 

slightest additional moment.  At Ne'iloh, in the concluding 

moments of Yom Kippur, our fate will be sealed.  We will be 

cast into the rough waters of life for another year, as the wide 

open gates of Shomayim are closed and locked once more.  All 

Hashem ever asks from us is to open up our hearts kechudo 

shel machat – even as minimally as the point of a needle.  Then 

Hashem will do the rest and open up our hearts to the 

equivalent size of the broad gates of a grand hall.  Our part in 

this task can be accomplished in short compass with a single 

thought of regret and repentance.  We have to believe that, 

potentially, on such a small deliberation hangs not only our 

fate and that of our family, but indeed the fate of the whole of 

Klal Yisroel.  Seize this unique moment and do not let it wither 

away through inaction.  Cherish this special moment and let it 

change your life. 

 

… around for him. Why then would he attribute it as 
minhogo shel olom hu – a natural feature of the 
world, rather than an answer to his whole-hearted 
teshuvoh (repentance)?  The answer to both 
questions can be explained by interpreting Odom’s 
reference to the natural order of creation – minhogo 
shel olom – not as a reference to the variation in 
daylight but rather as an allusion to the fact that 
after committing an aveiroh, a person can do 
teshuvoh, through which he can totally alter the 
world.  Teshuvoh can turn darkness to light and night 
to day.  Sinning is reversible.  The establishment of 
this principle was worthy of a Yomtov celebration.  In 
a world of temptation, where we constantly stumble 
through our vices and desires, the existence within 
the human sphere of effective teshuvoh is surely a 
reason to celebrate.  It is truly the way of the world 
that we make mistakes.  Equally, it is a feature of 
Hashem’s creation that we should have the power to 
rectify such mistakes – something which it is 
incumbent on all of us to do in order to repair the 
spiritual damage to the world occasioned by our 
failings.  It is this concept as a whole that prompts 
the distinctive experience of Yom Kippur as both a 
day of sincere atonement and a day of supreme 
holiness.  Let us all the make the most of this 
precious gift from Hashem, so that we should all be 
sealed for a sweet year of blessing and success, 
simchah and nachas. 
 
 

Continued from page 1 

 [Sefer Yonah 1:12]        ָׂשאּוִני ַוֲהִטיֻלִני ֶאל־ַהָּים

  
 

 

 


