
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

אמור פרשת  – The fanfare of Shovuos 

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

םּוְסַפְרת ֶּ )כג' טו'( תתֶַּהַשבִֶָּמָמֳחרֶֶַּּםֶָּלכ     

You should count for yourself from the day after Shabbos 

“We count each day of the Omer leading up to Shovuos as a way of showing 
anticipation and excitement for Shovuos,” the Chinuch explains. 

What exactly are we celebrating on Shovuos? Surely Kabolas Hatorah was a one-time 
event when all of Klal Yisroel accepted the Torah for eternity. What do we need to do 
each year on Shovuos? 

The Meshech Chochma writes that Klal Yisroel need to remember that the Torah 
wasn’t only given for certain people, or in certain circumstances or for certain 
generations. It is applicable to each and every Yid, in every single situation and 
forever. By counting the Sefira each year, towards the day of Kabolas Hatorah, we are 
able to internalise our commitment to the Torah and to remember its eternal 
relevance. 

Our yearly celebration of Kabolas Hatorah is like a refresher moment. Once again, we 
are “Mekabel”, with a renewed commitment, to keep the Torah despite any 
challenge. 

Elsewhere, the Meshech Chochma further explains our celebration of the Torah on 
Shovuos. 

Of course we are happy and privileged to have been given the Torah. Through keeping 
the Mitzvos, we can live a life of connection to Hashem and are able to live to a high 
moral standard and with strong values. 

However, one might ask, “Sure, there is reason to celebrate those Mitzvos of the 
Torah that mankind would not have thought of on their own. But what about those 
Mitzvos that are seemingly simple, basic human decency? Like for example, being 
friendly to others and not murdering others etc. Even without the Torah we surely 
would have thought to keep them!” 

The Meshech Chochma explains that as mere mortal beings, we are weak in our 
morals and values of “basic human decency”. Very quickly, even an ‘honourable 
gentleman’ can resort to lowly behaviour, as many stories have proven. Only with 
Emuna, with our awareness of Hashem and our commitment to serve Him through 
Torah and Mitzvos, we are ensured not to lose sight of this high level of behaviour. 

Therefore, on Shovuos we celebrate receiving the whole Torah and we are grateful 
even for those Mitzvos that we may have ‘worked out’ on our own. 

We can add that this idea fits with the type of Karbon that we bring on Shovuos. The 
Karbon Omer on Pesach was brought with barley, which is of low quality and is used 
as animal fodder. But the Karbon on Shovuos is brought with wheat, which is of a 
higher quality and is fit for humans.  

Meforshim explain that this is to show how from Pesach to Shovuos, we can grow 
closer to the Torah and through that, we become less “animal” like, and more 
“human”. Only through the Torah, we are guaranteed to live a life of high morals and 
values, as we explained above.   

This obviously comes down to a choice; how willing is a person to embrace true the 
true Torah way of life and be committed to doing Hashem’s will over his own, 
animalistic desires. This is the choice otherwise known as Bechira. 

Choose well! 


