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T his week, the Torah tells us
about the outstanding Hachnasas

Orchim (hospitality) of Avraham
Avinu and Sarah Imeinu a"h twice.
The first time, the Torah tells us
about their generous deeds at length
(from passuk 18:1 until 18:16). The
second time the Torah discusses
their outstanding Hachnasas Orchim,
it is mentioned in one passuk
(21:33). "Vayita eishel beveer sheva
– [Avraham] planted aneishel in
Beer Sheva." Rashi writes, "One
opinion is that eishel was an
orchard, to serve fruit to guests at
the meals. Another opinion is that
eishel was a tent for the guests,
where there were all types of fruit."
This passuk concludes, "vayikra
sham besheim Hashem Keil olam—
from there they called, Hashem, the

G-d of the world."

Rashi writes, "From this eishel,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu was called 'the
G-d of the entire world.' [Because]
after they would eat and drink,
Avraham would tell his guests to
bless the One who gave them food.
Do you think I gave you food? The
food comes from the One who

created the world…"

Eishel is also roshei teivos for
achilah shtiyah linah(food, drink,

and sleep) the three primary forms
of hachnasas orchim.

This short passuk is referring to
thousands, perhaps millions, of
deeds ofchessedthat Avraham and
Sarah performed. Countless people
were benefitted with a meal, with a
place to sleep, and with the greatest
favor of all, gained awareness of

Hashem.

It is therefore surprising, that the one
location where their hospitable deeds
are discussed at length (at the
beginning of theparashah) is when
they weren't really practicing

hachnasas orchim!

In the beginning of theparashah,
the deeds of Avraham and Sarah are
discussed at length. Threemalachim
(angels) came to their home, Sarah
quickly made bread, and Avraham
ran to slaughter three cows. "He
took butter and milk and the calf
that he prepared and he served
them…" (18:8). These were lovingly
prepared for malachim who aren't

hungry and don't need to eat!

Rashi writes, "They made it appear
as if they were eating" (18:8).
According to this commentary, the
angels didn’t even eat the food that
Avraham prepared for them. Yet,
this is when the Torah elaborates on
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their Hachnasas Orchim. Wouldn’t
the myriads of times when Avraham
and Sarah truly satisfied people's
hunger, gave them a place to sleep
and turned their lives around
(spiritually) be better examples of
their hachnasas orchim, over this
one time, when their deeds

apparently were for nothing?TorahWellsprings- Vayei ra

Furthermore, we can ask why were
Avraham and Sarah awarded for this
Hachnasas Orchim? Chazal tell us
that for the water that Avraham
fetched for the angels, the Yidden
received the Well of Miriam in the
desert (see Rashi 18:4). For the
bread that Sarah prepared,man fell
in the desert. And for the three
calves that Avraham prepared, the
Yidden had slav. It seems strange
that they were rewarded so greatly,
for a deed that really wasn’t
necessary, which didn’t really help
anyone.
Rebbe Tzaddok HaKohen answers,
that the Torah is showing us here,
that it isn't the outcome of our deeds
which is important to Hashem; it is

our exertion, our effort.

Rebbe Tzaddok HaKohen writes:
“From all the gemilus chessedthat

Avraham Avinu performed…the
Torah only mentions the time he
served the angels. However, in
reality, there wasn’t anygemilus
chessed there at all, because the
angels didn’t need it. The angels
pretended to eat in honor of
Avraham …This demonstrates to us
that good intentions is the main part
of man’s service. He doesn’t have to
look at the outcome…" (Divrei
Sofrim 21).
Avraham didn’t know that they were
malachim, he thought that they were
travelers hungry for a meal, so he
served them. The Torah tells us at
length what Avraham prepared for
them to show us that our attempts

are important, not the results.

The Chofetz Chaim said, "A yid
must do; not accomplish." It is
certainly very good when our deeds
develop into accomplishments, and
we merit helping people, but the
Torah is showing us that it is our
desire to help, and our efforts, which
are most important. We may fail, but
we tried, and we did the best we
could, and this is what's precious to
Hashem. For this, we will be greatly

rewarded.1111

1. Chazal tell us that in the merit of the bread that Sarah prepared, we received
man in the desert. In the merit of the three tongues that Avraham served, we

received slav. Once again, something unusual is stated here. Because the bread
became impure and it never reached the table (see Rashi 18:8) and the meat was
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This lesson is also seen at the end of
theparashahwhen the Torah tells us
about theAkeidah. The Akeidahwas
a very momentous moment, and we
receive endless brachos and
protection in its merit. But when we
study the Akeidah, we realize that
the sacrifice never occurred!
Avraham placed Yitzchok on the
altar, and before he was sacrificed,
the malach told Avraham to take
him off. Yet this is the Akeidah
which is so precious to Hashem, and
so beneficial for Klal Yisrael. So
much blessings and salvations come
to the world, because of theAkeidah.
The explanation is that most
important is our desire to serve
Hashem. Even more than our
successes, Hashem wants to see our

attempts.2222

Some examples ofgedolei Yisrael

who excelled in the mitzvah
hachnasas orchim:

The Avnei Nezer (Rebbe Avraham
of Sochetchov zy"a) was once
serving a guest, when the guest said,
"I am a simple person. I don’t

deserve this respect."

The Avnei Nezer opened the
window, and showed him a tannery
across the road. "All you'll find in
that store is animal hides. But when
those hides are turned into tefillin,
they become holy. Likewise, you are
now our guest. You are being used
for a mitzvah, so you have become
holy." 3333

Reb Chaim Brim zt"l (who lived in
Yerushalayim) would often go to the
Chazon Ish (in Bnei Brak) to talk in
learning. Once, Reb Chaim missed
the last bus back to Yerushalayim
(in those days, there were much

served, without bread. Man is a more significant reward, than slav. Why was the
greater reward (the man) given for something which didn’t materialize, while the
smaller gift (the slav) is awarded for a deed that Avraham succeeded to do? The
answer is that this shows us that it isn't the accomplishments which are of ultimate
import; it is our attempts to accomplish which carries greater import.
2. This is also related to limud haTorah (studying Torah). Sometimes a person

studies and struggles to understand the Torah, but he isn't successful. He
shouldn't despair, because if he tries his best, that is all that Hashem wants from him.
To someone who was complaining that he doesn’t understand Torah, the Chazon
Ish replied, "How long does a person live already. In Olam HaBa we will be taught
everything that we didn’t understand in This World."
3. The Sfas Emes taught that a guest is a cheftza shel mitzvah (an item used for

a mitzvah) and there is a kedushah upon him.



4444 TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- VayeiraVayeiraVayeiraVayeira

fewer busses) so he knocked on the
Chazon Ish's door, and asked if he
can stay the night. The Chazon Ish
immediately invited him inside. Reb
Chaim Brim says that three great
people were serving him that night:
the Chazon Ish, the Chazon Ish's
sister and her husband, the Steipler
zy"a. One gave him bread, another
brought out the margarine; one
prepared the bed, another prepared a
blanket, etc. Reb Chaim said, "Who
am I, already? I am a no body. Why

should everyone be serving me?"

The Chazon Ish replied, "Since
when does anesrogstate an opinion
about itself." An esrog doesn’t tell
its buyer whether it is beautiful or
not, so to, the Chazon Ish told Reb
Chaim that he shouldn’t evaluate
himself, whether he is worthy of the
honor he was getting, or whether he
wasn't worthy. Right now, he is a

mitzvah.

The Chofetz Chaim was serving one
of his guests, and the guest said, "I
can take care of myself. You don’t
have to serve me."
"Really?" the Chofetz Chaim replied,
"and will you also wear my tefillin
for me tomorrow?" His guest was
his mitzvah, and he wanted to serve

him, personally.

Having guests in one's home is
mesugal (conducive) for bearing
children. The Baal HaTanya zy"a

didn’t have children at the beginning
of his marriage, and he mentioned
this to his rebbe, the Maggid of
Mezritz zy"a. The Maggid told him,
"bemah yezakah naar— how does
one merit having children?Es orcho
— by hosting guests" (Tehilim

119:9).

Sarah was almost
eighty-nine-years-old, and she still
didn’t have any children. But after
they did the mitzvah Hachnasas
Orchim (when the three angels
came) the angels informed her that
she will have a child. The child was
born in the merit of Hachnasas

Orchim.

The Ishah Shunamis also bore a
child in the merit of hosting Elisha

HaNavi (see Malachim 2, ch.4).

Not only Hachnasas Orchim is
mesugal for children; all deeds of
chessed bring blessings to the

children.

It is written, "kol hayom chonein
umalveh vezaro levrachah— all day
long he is kind and he gives out
loans, and his children are a
blessing" (Tehilim 37:27). On this
passuk, the Chasam Sofer said, when
one does chessed, he will merit

having good children.

It is really a Gemara. The Gemara
says, whoever is accustomed to give
tzedakah, he will merit having
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children who arebaalei chachmah
(wise) baalei osher(wealthy) baalei
agadah (experts in midrashim)"

(Bava Basra 9).

Avraham Avinu teaches us to do
chessed. As it states, "[Hashem says]
I love [Avraham] because he will
command his household after him to
go in the way of Hashem to do
tzedakah and justice…” (18:19).
When we follow this path, we will
be blessed with good children and

many other brachos.

When one does deeds of kindness,
his sins are forgiven.

The Tana d’Bei Eliyahu writes, Reb
Yehoshua was walking with Reb
Yochonon Ben Zakai in
Yerushalayim. When they passed the
place where the Beis HaMikdosh
once stood, Reb Yochonon Ben
Zakai began to cry. Reb Yehoshua
asked him why he was crying. He
said, “This is the place where we
brought sacrifices to atone for our
sins…”
Reb Yehoshua told him: “Don’t cry.

We now have an even greater source
for atonement. Because it is written,
“chesed chofatzi v’lo zevech— I
want chessed, not sacrifices”

(Hoshea 6:6).

AvrahamAvrahamAvrahamAvraham vs.vs.vs.vs. SedomSedomSedomSedom

In passuk(18:19) Hashem says, “I
love [Avraham] because he will
command his household after him to
go in the way of Hashem to do

tzedakah and justice…”

The nextpassukstates, “The cries of
Sedom and Amorah are great and
their sins are very severe.”4444 The
Rabbeinu Yonah points out how we
have here two juxtaposedpessukim,
each showing an entirely different
life. Avraham lived by, and taught
the pathway of compassion and
caring, tzedakah andmishpat. Sedom
taught corruption and cruelty,
heartlessness and viciousness.
Avraham received Hashem's

blessings, Sedom was destroyed.5555

Everyone has these two paths before
him. He can either tread on the cruel

4. The Rabbeinu Bechaya explains the cruel ways of Sedom: “The people of
Sedom were disgusting; they were thoroughly cruel … Because it is appalling

that when one has money, and yet, when he sees a poor, hungry person, he doesn’t
have mercy on him…This is the reason Hashem destroyed the people of Sedom."
5. The Navi tells us about another sinful city, the city Ninvei (see Yonah 1). Both

Sedom and Ninvei had many sins and destruction was decreed upon both of
them. However, Hashem gave Ninvei a second chance. As it states, (Yonah 3)
“Yonah came into the city… and said, ‘in forty days, Ninveh will be overturned.’”
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path like Sedom or go on the
compassionate road of Avraham. He
can help people, and if he wants to,
he can be cruel, and hurt people.
This is the test of mankind, which
we are confronted with, and must be
wise to choose to be among
Avraham's pupils. The following are
examples of special Yidden who

followed Avraham's lead:

The Gemara praises the generation
of Reb Yehudah bar Iloya, because
although they were poor, six

students would fit under one tallis
(blanket) to study Torah.

Reb Chaim Shmuelevitz zt"l asks, if
there is room for six people to fit
under one tallis, then we can do the
same? What was special about Reb
Yehuda bar Iloya's generation? And
if there isn't room for six people,
how did they manage?
The answer is, that when six people
want to cover themselves under one
cloak, generally one will pull one

They repented and Hashem saved them. But we don’t see Hashem giving Sedom
a second chance. Two angels came to Sedom at night, and the next morning, the
city was overturned. Why? Why was Ninveh warned and not Sedom? Why was
Ninveh given time to improve their ways, and not Sedom?
To answer this question, Reb Chaim Volozhiner told the following parable:
A bank hired a very kind teller. Everyone enjoyed coming to his window, to do their
transactions with him. But he had one, very great fault: he didn’t know math. It
didn’t take long before the bank manager discovered that his teller was making
grave mistakes, and he immediately fired him. He didn't give him a second chance.
The bank manager hired someone else. The new teller was the opposite of the
first. He spoke cruelly to everyone, but he was a math whiz. People complained
to the manager about the terrible way he treated them when they came to his
window. The manager said to this teller, “Either you improve, or you will also be
fired. We can't have someone mistreating our clients, working here.”
Why did the bank manager give the second teller a second chance, and not the first?
The answer is, that the primary criterion for a teller is to know math. When this
aspect is lacking, he is totally incompetent for the job. That is why the first teller was
fired, without any second chances. The second teller had the primary criterion, he
knew math. So he was given a second chance, to act more kindly with the clients.
That was the difference between Sedom and Ninveh. Ninveh was corrupt, but they
were kind to their fellow man. The people of Sedom were cruel to each other.
Hashem created the world for kindness. Sedom was immediately destroyed and
they weren't given a second chance because they lacked the basic principles of
humanity, for which the world was created. The people of Ninveh, however, were
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way, another will pull another way,
and the tallis will rip. The greatness
of Reb Yehudah bar Iloya's
generation was that each person
wanted his friend to be under the
tallis. Each person pulled the tallis
over the other, and in this manner,

there was room for everyone.

This is from the traits of Avraham,
putting the other person's needs

before his.

The Tchebiner Rav zt"l was once
delivering a shiur in his yeshiva,
when onebachurbecame all excited,
because he thought of a question
which he believed disproved the
shiur. "The Rosh in Bava Metzia
says the opposite of what the Rosh
Yeshiva is saying…" the bachur
called out animatedly. The
Tchebiner Rav heard the question,
and immediately changed the
subject, and started teaching another

topic.

The following morning, a student
said to the Tchebiner Rav, "Last
night, I reviewed theRosh in Bava
Metzia, and I tried to twist my mind
and understand why there is a
question from theRosh on your
shiur, but I didn’t see any
contradiction at all."
"Of course not" the Tchebiner Rav

replied. "The question wasn't valid."
"So why did you change the topic?
Why didn’t you show thebachur
that he was mistaken?"
"I saw how happy he was with his
commentary, I just couldn’t take his

joy away from him."

People were once discussing the
Tchebiner Rav’s greatness. One
person related the following story:
“The Tchebiner Rav’s neighbor was
ill with typhus and needed a bath.
No one wanted to bathe him and be
exposed to this infectious and deadly
disease. Only the Tchebiner Rav
agreed to do it. He risked his life, to

help a neighbor.”

The Tchebiner Rav’s daughter (who
was present when people were
discussing her father’s lofty deeds)
said, “That is a beautiful story, but
it doesn’t adequately describe my
father’s outstanding nature. I’m
certain that many people would do
the same. But I have a story that I
myself saw, which, in my opinion,
adequately portrays my father’s
outstanding compassionate nature. It
happened during a time of hunger,
when people didn’t have food to eat.
My father was also hungry. He
didn’t have bread for a week, and he
heard someone mention that one of

kind to others. They had the main criterion for creation, so they were given a
second chance to improve their ways.
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his neighbors had food. In times like
that, everyone is jealous of the next.
Who wouldn’t be jealous when one
hears that someone they know has
food, while they are starving and
their lives are at stake? But when my
father heard that his neighbor had
food, he was happy for him. Instead
of being jealous, my father danced
and celebrated that this Yid, with his
family, weren’t suffering. This, I
believe, describes my great father.”

On Rosh Hashanah, beforetekiyas
shofar, the Chazon Ish overheard a
conversation between a child and his
father. The child told his father that
he was hungry. The father explained
to his son that it wasn't a good time
to leave the beis medresh just right
then, because he would miss hearing
the shofar. "Stay for the first thirty
tekiyos – it won't take very long.

Then you can go home…"

The custom is to saylamnatzeiach
livnei Korach (Tehillim 46) before
shofar. That year, the Chazon Ish
asked the chazzan to skip
Lamnatzeiach, and immediately
begin blowing the shofar. The
Chazon Ish wanted to enable a
hungry child to get home slightly

earlier.

The Chazon Ish was always devoted
to helping out others. Once he said,

“Everyone says the berachahshelo
asani goy. He isn’t a goy, but how
much of a Yid is he? This depends
on how devoted he is to help his

fellow man.”

The Damesek Eliezer zy"a (of
Viznitz) was walking with hisgabai
in a city, and they passed a watch
store. As they were returning home,
the Damesek Eliezer said that he
wants to stop in the watch store.
They went inside, and the rebbe said
to the store owner, "I am looking for
a very good watch for my wife, the
rebbetzin. She understands watches,
and therefore only the very best will
do."
The storeowner said, "I have just the
watch you need," and he showed the

rebbe a beautiful watch.

"No, this won't do. I told you, my
wife is a greatmeivin (expert). She
knows what a good watch is. We

need a better watch."

The store owner showed another
watch and then a third, but the
Damesek Eliezer said that his wife
wouldn’t appreciate them. The rebbe
said, "Is your wife here? Perhaps she
can help us, because all of the
watches that you are showing me

will not do."

The gabbai was surprised by the
rebbe's unusual behavior. He didn’t
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understand why the rebbe suddenly
decided to buy a watch, why he was
insisting that it be a special watch,
and why he asked the storeowner's
wife to help them. But thegabai
remained quiet, certain that he would
soon discover the reason behind

what was happening.

The storeowner's wife came forward
from the back of the store, and she
showed the rebbe some watches. The
rebbe chose one of them. He said,
"This is perfect for therebbetzin.
Thank you."
The rebbe didn’t have money, so he
asked thegabai to lend him money.
After paying, the rebbe took the
watch, and left with thegabai. As
they walked, the gabai asked the
rebbe, "What was this all about?"
The rebbe explained, "Perhaps you
didn’t notice, but when we passed
the watch store the first time, I heard
shouts from within. I heard the
storeowner say to his wife, 'You
don't understand watches, and you
are destroying the business…
Because of you, people have stopped
coming to this store…' That's why,
on our way back, I went into the
store and showed the storeowner that
I consider his wife to be a greater
expert than he. I did this, so he
should respect her again, and realize
that she is an asset to the store. I did

this, to restore shalombayis."

ThreeThreeThreeThree TonguesTonguesTonguesTongues withwithwithwith MustardMustardMustardMustard

If we choose to go in the pathway
of Avraham we must primarily be

careful with our speech.

Avraham served his three guests
three tongues with mustard (see
Rashi 18:7). Rebbe Duvid’l of Tolna
zy"a said that the angels were
wondering, Why does Hashem love
people so much, even more than the
angels? Avraham answered their
question. He served them three
tongues with mustard. Thereby,
alluding to them why people are so
precious to Hashem. Sometimes
people's tongues are on fire, like it
was dipped into mustard. They are
itching to respond with mean words
to their fellow man. But they hold
back. This is what makes human

beings so special to Hashem.

The parashahbegins:Vayeira eilav
Hashem — Hashem became
revealed to him." "To him" is
Avraham Avinu. Why doesn’t the
Torah explicitly say Avraham's
name? The sefarim write that it
doesn’t say Avraham's name to
indicate that every Yid can welcome

Hashem’s divine presence.

The passuk continues: "beAlonei
Mamrei — Hashem became revealed
to Avraham in Alonei Mamrei." The
literal translation ofalonei mamrei
can mean ‘the powerful rebels.’ This
indicates that Hashem reveals
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Himself to the greatest sinners. But
the Torah gives a condition. The
passukconcludes: “He was sitting at
the tent’s entrance [pesach
haohel]…” The tent’s entrance
represents the faculty of speech. The
passuk is saying that everyone can
welcome Hashem's presence, but on
the condition that he is careful with
his speech. Never insult, embarrass
or harass his fellow man with words.

The Tchebiner rav said: “Every

sharfe trit (harsh step) will be
regretted.” There are times when one
wants to take a sharfe trit. He
believes that if he insults someone,
says some mean words, does
something offensive, it will bring
about positive results. Sometimes, he
thinks that his intentions areleshem
shamayim(for Hashem’s sake), but
it is never the way. We follow the
route of Avraham. We seek to do
kindness all the time. Every punitive

step will ultimately be regretted.6666

6. One morning, a longtime widower from Bnei Brak woke up with excruciating
back pains. He went to the hospital. After testing him, the doctors said that he

had a large kidney stone, and needed an operation. The operation was scheduled
for the following Tuesday.
In the interim they gave him a shot of strong tranquilizers for pain relief.
On Friday night, during the meal at a friend’s house (as he often did on Shabbos,
since he lived alone) the hostess asked him if he remembers a particular, unstable
woman who used to live in Yerushalayim. Many people of Yerushalayim knew this
woman, and since the widower hailed from Yerushalayim, she wanted to know
whether he remembered her.
He didn’t answer immediately. He seemed deep in thought. Finally, he said: “I
surely do remember her. She sometimes came to our house for a meal. I was a
mischievous ten years old at the time, and I wasn’t nice to her. When she would
have one of her fits, and began throwing spoons and forks at us, I threw them
back at her. For every spoon that I received, I sent her back ten.
“For a long time I was wondering why I am being afflicted so much, but now I
understand. I am being punished for the cruel manner in which I treated this broken
woman. First, my wife – who shared a first name as this insane woman – died,
and now I am afflicted with a kidney stone. I am being punished for my callous
attitude towards this broken and tortured woman.”
On Sunday, he sent a messenger to go to this woman’s grave and ask for
forgiveness. (He couldn’t go himself, since he was a kohen.) The widower also
went to his Rebbe and told him what he was doing. The Rebbe encouraged him,
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SimchahSimchahSimchahSimchah ShelShelShelShel MitzvahMitzvahMitzvahMitzvah

Hachnasas orchim, tzedakah,
chessed, and virtually every mitzvah,
must be performed withsimchah.
We should rejoice and be happy
when we have the opportunity to
help our fellow man, and that we
have the privilege to perform a

mitzvah for Hashem.

The Sheim MiShmuel adds that we
owe our existence tosimchah shel
mitzvah. When Avraham bound
Yitzchok on the altar, the angel said,
"al tishlach yadcha el hanaar ve'al
taas lo meumah— don’t slaughter
the child and don’t do anything to
him" (22:12). Chazal tell us that
prophecy and Hashem's divine
presence only resides in a place
where there is joy. Avraham could
have only received this prophecy, if

he was happy.

Now, what would have happened if
Avraham was sad by theAkeidah?
He wouldn’t have heard the angel
tell him to stop (because he wouldn’t

receive this prophecy) Yitzchak
would be slaughteredchas veshalom,
and Klal Yisrael wouldn’t come into
the world. Our very existence is the
result of simchah shel mitzvah. We
should makesimchah shel mitzvaha
vital part of our life, and rejoice with
every mitzvah that we merit doing.

The Sheim MiShmuel adds that by
the Akeidah, simchah shel mitzvah
was Avraham's primary test. Heaven
tested him, to see whether he would

perform theAkeidahwith joy.

The Sheim MiShmuel explains that
we are all in Hashem's hands, and if
Hashem wants to take someone's life
away, He has many different
conduits to make it happen.
Avraham knew this, and therefore he
figured that if Hashem wants
Yitzchak to die, regardless of what
he does, Hashem's plan will
transpire. Therefore, theAkeidah
itself, wasn't such a great test. The
main test of theAkeidah was to
perform it with a simchah shel

mitzvah. 7777

and advised him to light a candle in the Beis Medresh every day for a week, in
memory of this woman.
Tuesday arrived and he went to the hospital for his surgery. They examined him
once more and discovered that the stone had totally disappeared. Not even the
slightest trace of it remained.
Each sharfe trit [every mean and unkind step] is ultimately regretted. This story is
a reminder.
7. The Imrei Chaim (Viznitz) zy"a brings another suggestion, from this week's

parashah, of the importance of simchah shel mitzvah.
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BitachonBitachonBitachonBitachon

The people of Sedom discouraged
hosting guests. Their philosophy
was, "guests use up our citizens'
funds, therefore, we should
discourage guests from coming to
Sedom." One of the methods Sedom
used to discourage guests from
coming to their city was to torture
each guest that arrived. That would
teach them and others, never to

come to Sedom again.

When Lot had two guests, the
people of Sedom surrounded his
home; they wanted to harm his
guests. Lot said, "Brothers… Don’t
do anything bad to them, because
they came to my home" (19:7-8).

The Chofetz Chaim asks how did
Lot expect to stop Sedom from
harming his guests with these
words? His reasoning doesn’t seem
to make any sense. He said that they
shouldn’t harm his guests, because
they came to his home? This is
specifically the reason why the
people of Sedom wanted to harm

them!

The Chofetz Chaim answers that Lot
was telling them, "These guests have
already come into my home and they
are relying on me to help them. This
raises my responsibility to help
them, a higher notch." Even the
people of Sedom have to understand
that you don’t harm someone who is

relying on you.

Hashem told Avraham that He was going to destroy Sedom because of their
corrupt deeds. Avraham prayed, "Perhaps there are fifty tzaddikim in the city"
(18:24). In their merit, Avraham pleaded, Hashem should save Sedom.
Hashem accepted Avraham's prayer and promised that He wouldn’t destroy the
city, if there are fifty tzaddikim.
Avraham said, "Perhaps the fifty tzaddikim will lack chamishah (five)" (18:28).
Avraham wanted to know if this would be a problem, whether Sedom would still
be saved.
Chamishah )חמשה ( have the same letters as simchah (חמשה ) The Imrei Chaim
explains that Avraham's prayer was, "What will be if the fifty tzaddikim in the city
will be very great, their only fault is that they don’t serve You with joy. Will this be
so severe? Will You still save them?"
Hashem answered, (18:28) "lo ashchis im emtza sham arba'im [vechamishah] —
I will not destroy if I find there forty…." The Imrei Chaim explains that Hashem
said, "Because of your prayer, I will lower the ratio down to forty. If there are forty
tzaddikim in the city, I will save them. But one conditions remains. The passuk
continues with one more word, "vachamishah" (chamishah means simchah). They
must have simchah shel mitzvah."
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The Chofetz Chaim explains that
this teaches us a lesson inbitachon.
Hashem is always caring for us and
attending to all our needs. But when
we rely on Him, His hashgachah
over us is raised to a higher level.

Reb Dovid Saltzer was achassidof
Rebbe Mordechai of Lechovitz zy'a
and his parnassahwas selling salt.
(His name was Saltzer, because a
saltzer means a salt merchant.)
Once, someone opened another salt
store in close vicinity to Reb Dovid's
store, and Reb Dovid was afraid that
this may take away from his
parnassah. He knew that his fear
was unfounded, because he knew
that having faith is to believe that
parnassahcomes from Hashem, and
no one can take away what is
destined for him, but nonetheless, he
was afraid. So he went to his rebbe,
Rebbe Mordechai of Lechovitz.
With a broken heart, Reb Dovid
said, "I see that I am very distant
from emunahand bitachon, because
I am worried that someone opened a
salt store…" Rebbe Mordechai of
Lechovitz spoke with him about

emunahfor a long time, and fortified
his trust in Hashem.

Sometime later, he returned to the
Rebbe of Lechovitz, and said,
"Baruch Hashem, myemunah and
bitachon have increased. I am not
concerned anymore about the
competition. I trust that whatever is
supposed to come to me, will. When
I see people going into the other
store, I am not upset about it.
However, I can't say that I am happy
about it, either – and this is the

reason I came to speak with you.

"I am happy, when I see someone
going into the fish store, or to the
shoemaker, or to the baker, etc.
because I am happy for the
storeowners who are earning money.
But I don’t have joy when I see
people going into my competitor's
salt store. Apparently, myemunah
and bitachon is still not perfect."
Rebbe Mordechai of Lechovitz
spoke with Reb Dovid Saltzer some
more, until Reb Dovid Zaltzer was
happy when he saw someone

entering the other salt store.8888

8. A similar story happened with Reb Shlomo Cohen of Bnei Brak, who owned a
printing shop. When someone opened a printing store on the very same street,

Reb Shlomo wasn't upset. He even helped his competitor with advice. The Chazon
Ish was very impressed by this, and he alludes to this episode in his sefer, Emunah
u'Bitachon (5). The Chazon Ish writes, "Someone who has bitachon… will not be
afraid when his friend opens up a store, he will even try to help him, and to offer
good counsel. How much kedushah is increased in the world when one does
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The Beis Avraham (Slonim)
repeated this story to someone who
said that his competition was taking
away hisparnassah. With this story,
the Beis Avraham reminded him that
everything is from Hashem, and no
one can take away the amount of
money that was destined for him.

Intrigued, the man asked the Beis
Avraham, "What reward did Reb
Dovid Saltzer receive for passing
this test?"
The Beis Avraham answered, "First
of all, just to be on this high level,
to be happy when your competition
is earning money, is reward in itself.
Secondly, do you know who Reb
Dovid Saltzer's daughter married?
She married the Yesod HaAvodah of
Slonim. Isn't this a great reward?"

Several merchants in Instanbul
learned, the hard way, that their
parnassahis destined from Hashem,
and no one, not even their
competitors, can take it away from

them.

There were three very wealthy
merchants in Istanbul who earned
enormous amounts of money. (To
their credit, they also gave large
amounts to tzedakah.) There were
many smaller merchants in Istanbul
who were jealous of them. The

smaller merchants said to Reb
Chaim Palagi, "It is because of them,
that we aren't being successful. They
are making a monopoly on the
market, and there is almost no place

for us.

Reb Chaim Palagi told them,
"Everyone receives theparnassah
that is destined for them. No one can
take away what's yours. You are not
losing money because of the
competition. It could be just the
opposite. It could be that you have
parnassah in the merit of their
tzedakah…" But the small merchants
weren't appeased. They believed that
the wealthy merchants were
preventing them from succeeding.

When the wealthy merchants moved
to Eretz Yisrael, all the smaller
merchants rejoiced.Now is our
opportunity to corner the market,
and to earn great wealth they
thought. But within a year, they lost
all their money. They discovered
that the wealthy merchants weren't
taking away theirparnassah, after
all. They were receiving what
Hashem planned for them. They also
saw that it was as Reb Chaim Palagi
suggested: In the merit of the
wealthy people's tzedakah, they
earned their meagerparnassah. This

kindness for his competitor! This validates the praise of the G-d fearing Yidden.
He is fortunate, and fortunate is his generation."
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is why the smaller businesses didn’t
succeed anymore after the wealthy

people moved to Eretz Yisrael.

The Chazon Ish writes, "Bitachon is
a feeling in the heart. The nature of
people who havebitachon is to be
humble; they don’t announce that
they have bitachon. Instead, they
bemoan the fact that they don’t have
enough. Actually, they have strong
bitachon and trust in Hashem"

(Emunah u'Bitachon 5).9999

ReviewReviewReviewReview

Lot instructed his sons-in-law to
leave Sedom, because Hashem was
going to destroy the city. "Vayehi

kemitzacheik be'einei chasanav— it
was like a joke, in his sons-in-law's
eyes" (19:14). They didn’t believe
Lot, and they perished together with
the rest of the population of Sedom.
But why were they laughing? Just
before, the Torah tells us, "ve'es
haanashim asher pesach habayis
hiku basanveirim — [the angels]
smote them with blindness, the
people who were in front of the
house." Miracles were happening,
and people were getting punished.
Why didn’t Lot's sons-in-law take
seriously what Lot was telling them?
Why didn’t they consider that
perhaps it was true, that they will

perish in Sedom?

9. The Meor Einayim (Rebbe Nachum of Tchernobil zy"a) was an orphan from
both parents, and was raised by his uncle. His uncle was more generous with

his own children, than with the Meor Einayim. For example, he gave his children
bread with butter, and to Reb Nachum, he only gave bread. Once, there was a
can of cement on the table. Reb Nachum thought that it was some kind of spread,
and he put it on his bread. He soon realized that he couldn’t eat even the bread.
He said, "I learned from that episode that when one takes what isn't his, he loses
his own, as well."
Once, someone sent his meshares (butler) to deliver wine to the Meor Einayim. When
the meshares came, the Meor Einayim asked him, "Did you wear tefillin today?"
The butler said that he hadn’t.
"Why not?"
"I woke up late today, and I had to rush to work. After I worked for some time, I
needed to eat something. After eating, I thought, what good is it, if I wear tefillin now,
after eating? That's why I didn’t put on tefillin today."
The Meor Einayim rebuked him, and told him that he should put on the tefillin anyway.
After this man left, the Meor Einayim said to his students, "This man is obviously
very simple and unlearned. His knowledge and appreciation for tefillin is very
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The Sheim MiShmuel (year 5680)
explains that when a person doesn't
think, he can see miracles in front of
his eyes and still not recognize them.
"[Lot's sons-in-law] saw… that the
entire city – from child to adult –
was smitten with blindness… This
should have at least raised a doubt
that possibly greater and more
castigations were coming. Why were

they laughing?

"It seems that this was also the
makas sanveirim (the plague of
blindness). Just as in the physical
realm, people [became blind]…
people also became blind internally.
They saw miracles but their hearts

didn’t recognize it.

"This is a lesson for everyone,
because many times, if one would
only take heed to what is happening,
he would see great miracles from
Hashem, Hishashgachah pratis, and
reward and punishment. But when a
person… is smitten with the plague
of blindness, he can see, but he

doesn’t see…"

This is the reasonwhy review is
important. Sometimes we see
hashgachah pratis, we are impressed
for a moment, but then we forget it
even before it had time to make an
impression on us. Sometimes, we

study concepts of emunah and
bitachon, and we are inspired, and
we want to improve, but as soon as
we close thesefer, we forget what
we learned. Therefore, review is so
important. We should focus on these
matters, until our heart is inspired.

The wordhaloch(êåìä) is written four
times in the Torah:

øñçå êåìä ([the floodwater] was
receding, lower and lower – referring

to the waters of themabul)

áåùå êåìä (going back and forth —
referring to the crow, which was sent

out of the teivah).

òåñðå êåìä (going and traveling — this
is referring to Avraham Avinu's

travels).

ìåãâå êåìä (growing greater and greater
— refers to Yitzchok's wealth).

A certain gadol said that these
pesukimteach us the importance of
reviewing. People, by nature, shun
reviewing. They want to hear new
chidushim, new concepts. It is hard
for them to review what they already
know. Thesepesukimremind us that,

òåñðå êåìä (if you will keep traveling
onwards, from subject to subject) you

will be

øñçå êåìä (you will lose out. You will

shallow. The kashrus of his tefillin is probably also questionable. And yet, I was
able to discern that he hadn't worn tefillin today."
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not succeed in your attempts for
Torah, emunah, bitachon, etc.). But if

you will be

áåùå êåìä (constantly reviewing the old)
you will be

ìåãâå êåìä (growing higher and higher).

Reb Meir Shapiro zt"l once went to
an old, wealthy man, to ask for a
donation for his yeshivah, Yeshivas
Chachmei Lublin. Reb Meir Shapiro
assumed that this man would give
generously, since he was childless,
and didn’t have any reason to hoard
his money. Reb Meir Shapiro spoke
with him about the importance of
tzedakah, and how it would help out
his yeshiva, but the man refused to
give even a penny. Reb Meir
Shapiro left, devastated. He couldn’t
understand: how could a Torah
observant Jew be so callous? What
does he plan to do with his money?

He decided that he would return
once again to this elderly man, and
explain to him that the wisest thing
for him to do was to give some of

his money for the yeshiva.

“No!” was the man’s defiant answer
and he ushered Reb Meir Shapiro
out of his home.
Reb Meir Shapiro left the house in
shock. He said, "This man believes
in Hashem and in the Torah. He is
extremely wealthy. He knows that he
is old, and he doesn’t have any

reason to hold on to his money.
What is he thinking? …. It doesn’t
bother me so much that I didn’t get
money for the yeshivah. Mostly, I
am perturbed by his strange
behavior. Just what is he thinking?"
Reb Meir Shapiro prayed to
understand what this person was
thinking, and then he knew the
answer: This elderly person simply

doesn’t think.

This elderly person knew about the
greatness of tzedakah, he also knew
that he was coming closer to his
passing, but he never seriously
thought about these matters, and
therefore they didn’t affect him.
Without thought and without review,
all true concepts do not make an

everlasting imprint on us.

Rebbe Avraham Elimelech of Karlin
(Yahrzeit 14th Cheshvan) once
visited a distillery together with his
chassidim. One of the chassidim
showed the group that he had an
unusual talent; he was able to lick
any alcoholic beverage, and say
what type of beverage it was, and
the amount of alcohol it contained.
They tested him, and they saw that

he was right each time.

Rebbe Avraham Elimelech was
standing by the side, deep in
thought. Afterwards he told them,
“Do you know the difference
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between this chassid and the rest of
you? You all drink, but he is

constantly reviewing.”

Each time this chassid sipped from
these drinks, he thought about the
taste, reviewed its alcohol content,
until he became an expert. But the
others drank these beverages,

without thinking about them, and
therefore they didn’t acquire this

awareness.

If we want to acquire true lessons of
life, one needs to review the ideas
on a constant basis. Without focus
and without review, the ideas will

just bypass us.
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