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Liluy Nishmat Miriam Bat Bracha A”h 

Hadlakas Neiros– Candle Lighting 

 

May a woman daven Mincha after she lights Shabbos candles? 

No. However, in case of need, she may stipulate that she is not accepting 

Shabbos with her candle lighting, and she may then daven Mincha after lighting 

the candles. A man should not daven if he was verbally mekabel Shabbos. If 

possible, he should be ‘matir neder’ on his Kabalas Shabbos, and then he may 

daven Mincha.1 

 

In a situation where the use of candles is not feasible (e.g. in a hospital), 

may a woman recite a brachah on electric lights when lighting Shabbos 

candles? 

Incandescent lights that are powered with batteries may be used with a brachah. 

(e.g. artificial candles) Note that most flashlights in use today are LED and may 

not be used . According to many Poskim, if a woman does not have access to these 

lights, she may use hardwired incandescent lights (e.g. light fixtures); it is best that 

one consult one’s Rav. 

 

If a woman forgot to light Shabbos candles, what is the halacha for 

subsequent weeks? 

According to most Poskim, the woman is subject to a penalty  קנס, even though 

she had lights on, and must add an extra candle every Shabbos for the rest of her 

life.2 If the woman lights with oil she may add oil instead of adding another candle. 

 

If a man forgot to light Shabbos candles, does he have to add an additional 

candle? 

No, a man does not have to add an additional candle. 

 

  

 

                                                           
1 Even though in general it is not permitted to be matir neder on Shabbos, for a mitzvah it is permitted. 
2This strict penalty was imposed as a constant reminder of the extreme importance of this Mitzvah. According 
to some Poskim, if there were lights that were on (e.g. electric lights), the woman is not required to add. 
However, most Poskim do not agree with this. 
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