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Now You Know 
Our time in the wilderness was 

intended to ingrain in us the fact 

that HaShem takes care of our 

needs. The only thing not in His 

control is our fear of Heaven. That, 
say Chazal, is in our hands. 

When we say “Man does not live by 

bread alone,” we are to understand 

that HaShem imbued the physical 

world with sanctity and it is that 
holiness which keeps us going. 

The Torah now warns us (8:19) “If 

you forget HaShem, your G-d, and 

go after other gods and serve them, 

and bow to them, I testify today that 
you will be destroyed.” 

Wouldn’t the idolatry normally come 

first? Because one follows other 

gods he comes to forget HaShem 
chas v’shalom? 

No. The idolatry here, says the 

Sforno, is one who attributes his 

success to his own strength, and 
fails to thank HaShem. 

Once one stops focusing on the fact 

that everything we have comes from 

HaShem, he is susceptible to 
forgetting HaShem entirely. 

Therefore, we must think of HaShem 

constantly, and thank Him for all He 
does.  

Thought of the week: 
The future starts today, not 
tomorrow. 

  „...VTSNL VTNE IEML RBDMB HNw OYEBRA HZ VYQLA ÂH VKYLWH RwA VRDH LK TA TRKZW‰ 
“And you shall recall all the paths that HaShem your G-d led you on these forty 
years to trouble you - to test you...”  (Deut. 8:2) 

It seems unusual that HaShem would do things to purposely harass us and hurt us, yet 
this seems to be exactly what Moshe said happened. He recounted the various trials 
and tribulations they faced in their years in the desert, traveling from place to place and 
going to sleep each night without food in the cupboard.  

What does it mean that HaShem did this to trouble us and to test us? Does He find 
pleasure in our pain? HaShem has no need to test us because everything is known to 
Him. In any situation, He already knows how we will respond and react so there’s no 
reason to test to see if we would follow His laws or not, so what is this posuk telling us? 

To answer this, we need to first understand the nature of the trouble and difficulty we 
had. A common theme among the commentaries is that the challenge and suffering in 
the desert was not a physical one. Practically speaking, we had food, water, clothing, 
and shelter. We had our needs met and didn’t even get physically impacted by the 
travel, as it says, “and your feet did not swell.” 

Rather, the pain here was psychological. People generally like to be independent. They 
like to make their own destiny and ensure they will not be lacking. They like to have 
“pas b’salo,” literally bread in the basket, which is the comfort of knowing they have 
what they need for tomorrow. But HaShem took that away from them; from us. He 
insisted that we live day-to-day, not knowing where our next meal was coming from. 

This is painful. It makes it hard to enjoy the food you have now when this might be the 
last of it. And yet, HaShem did it in order to test us to see if we would rely on him. 

However, the results of the test weren’t for HaShem, but for us. We thought we could 
never survive without stockpiles of food. We would starve without a plan for growing 
crops or trading with locals. And yet, we not only survived, but thrived for four decades 
in the wilderness. The results of the test were that the things we think we “need” are 
not so necessary. This was what HaShem wanted to prove to us: that He provides 
everything we need. If he didn’t provide it, we don’t need it. 

Those who learned the lesson and were able to give themselves over to HaShem’s 
care didn’t suffer. They enjoyed the mon and its wondrous attributes. They constantly 
feasted and reveled in the fact that HaShem, Himself, took care of them and found 
great joy in the knowledge that they never needed to worry, because HaShem will 
always come through. 

R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld z”l had a dream one night.  He dreamed that if he bought a 
specific lottery number, it would win.  When he awoke, he thought about buying the ticket.   

“I have one lira to spend,” he thought.  “I can either use it to buy food for today, or I can buy 
the lottery ticket. HaShem gives me my parnasa every day.  I must only use the money for 
today, and tomorrow He will provide again.” 

Of course, the number he dreamed of won.  Someone asked him if he felt bad about not 
buying the ticket.  “Of course not,” he replied. “I did what the Torah tells me I was supposed 
to do with my money.  I am happy I did the right thing and have no regrets.” 
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May the Torah learned herein be a 
zechus for his neshama. 

 

Come on, you can  
do it! 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   
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