
פסח 
 A Reverse Order

We are used to the yearly recitation of 
the הגדה in which we see the four sons 
and their questions. We know that the 
 is the worst רשע is the best and the חכם
with the תם and שאינו יודע לשאול 
somewhere in between.  

There are a few difficulties with the 
current understanding of the ארבעה 
 The sequence of listing them .בנים
doesn't seem correct. They should 
have been listed either from good to 
bad or vice versa. Also, isn't the 
question of the חכם and רשע nearly 
identical? The solution to the רשע is 
even more perplexing. Why would one 
knock out his teeth? If one is trying to 
teach him something, this is not the 
way. And if we're not teaching him 
anything, shouldn't we just ignore him? 
Alas, the תורה did include the רשע in 
the category of the four sons.  

We need to understand the answer to 
the חכם as well. He asks about חוקים 
and משפטים, and the only detail that he 
is given is the הלכה of not eating 
dessert after eating the קרבן פסח. Is 
that all there is?  

To understand and answer the above 
questions we need to understand a 

fundamental concept of the חכם and 
 They are not at the opposite ends .רשע
of a spectrum. They are nearly 
identical. A חכם usually investigates, 
does research , and conc ludes 
accordingly. If he doesn't understand 
something or if he reasons that it 
makes no sense than he doesn't apply 
that to himself.  

The reason the חכם agrees with the 
 is because his logic dictated that תורה
to him. He did the research, it made 
sense, thus he's in agreement. There 
isn't אמונה involved. While logic will 
make one agree with something, it 
won't ingrain it in the person. אמונה 
however, does just that. It ingrains the 
truth in the person; it becomes one 
with him.  

The question of the חכם reflects his 
intrinsic distance of what he's asking. 
He uses the word 'אְֶתכֶם' and doesn't 
use a word that should have reflected 
himself in the question as well.  

We also see in the פסוקים where the 
question of the חכם is mentioned that 
Hashem is telling him that he will be 
rewarded for keeping the חוקים - 
without reason or logic. Although the 



sequence of the פסוקים indicate that we 
do the מצות to be rewarded, Hashem 
specifically says that it's all about a חק.  

The רשע follows the same system of 
learning as the חכם. He uses logic to 
reason and infer outcomes. He 
deviates form the חכם a little and gets 
different results. If the רשע doesn't 
understand something he will not 
believe it or hold by it. He definitely 
doesn't use אמונה to draw conclusions 
and believe.  

We see now that there isn't much of a 
difference between the חכם and the 
 both dont ,אמונה Both don't use .רשע
include themselves in the question, 
and both a re not i n t r i ns ica l l y 
connected to Hashem.  

The פסוקים where the question of the 
 עבודה is mentioned discusses the רשע
and story of פסח. It is on this that the 
 His .תורה asks, not on the whole רשע
q u e s t i o n i s m u c h l e ss s eve re 
compared to the חכם who asks about 
the whole תורה.  

The תם is definitely better as he 
doesn't exclude himself when asking 
the questions. He doesn't use his logic 
to draw conclusions in תורה matters. 
The תם sees something happening and 
therefore asks so that he can connect. 

It still needs to make sense to him but 
it's without logic. He also uses some 
 ,to believe and accept. However אמונה
he still shows himself as a somewhat 
separate entity as we see that he 
needs to understand. There isn't 
complete ביטול.  

The level of the שאינו יודע לשאול is the 
highest. He's full of אמונה. He sees 
something happening, yet has no 
questions. He doesn't see himself as a 
separate entity. The wording of the 
 is את The word .'אְַּת ּפְַתח לֹו' is הגדה
feminine which refers to the נשמה. The 
 is telling us that someone on such הגדה
a level is connected to his נשמה. The 
words mean את - his נשמה, is פתח לו - is 
open to him.  

Now we understand the sequence of 
the four sons. The first son the הגדה 
mentions is the worst. The חכם doesn't 
use אמונה, he feels that he's doing 
nothing wrong, thus he doesn't even 
do תשובה. The רשע on the other hand is 
the same as the חכם but at least he 
knows he's wrong and will hopefully do 
 who תם one day. Next is the תשובה
does use אמונה to a certain extent yet 
he's his individual entity with limited 
 is שאינו יודע לשאול to Hashem. The ביטול
the highest level of all! His self is 
totally nullified to Hashem. He believes 



in Him and accepts everything 
regardless of his understanding.  

We now need to understand the 
answers that we give to the חכם and 
 is answered that we are חכם The .רשע
not allowed to eat dessert after the 
  ?תורה Is that all there is in the .קרבן פסח

The גמרא writes that there's always 
room for dessert after a meal. Even if 
one is full he can still eat something 
sweet. קרבנות in general including the 
 is a commandment from קרבן פסח
Hashem without much reason. We 
don't understand why and how קרבנות 
work. This is the answer to the חכם; we 
have מצות from Hashem and we do it 
because He said so, not because logic 
dictates it. Logic is sweet as it helps us 
understand. We tell the חכם that we 
don't eat anything after the קרבן פסח - 

we don't make room for the sweet 
stuff. We are not meant to understand 
with logic; we are here to follow and 
connect with אמונה!   
The answer to the רשע is a bit 
perplexing. What are we gaining by 
knocking his teeth out? Is he going to 
learn something? Is he going to mend 
his ways? Rather, the teeth represents 
the heart. One has 32 teeth which is 
also the numerical value of the word 
 is telling us to knock his תורה The .לב
heart; awaken his heart so that he can 
feel and connect. Logic will not help 
him connect. It has to be with heart 
and אמונה.  

The answer to the תם is to strengthen 
his existing אמונה and that he should 
fully rely on that. He also needs to 
nullify himself and become one with 
Hashem.  

חג כשר ושמח 


