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Purim 

A Sneak Peek into Behind the Scenes 

Imagine the following. You are by your family Purim 

seuda enjoying a game of Pictionary. How long does it 

take you to figure out what the picture is? It really depends 

on the artist. If it was a five year old amateur, as soon as 

they make a square topped with a triangle with a chimney 

coming out of it, you know that it is a house. But imagine 

if your aunt was a professional artist; she starts with some 

random colors as shadowing, continues with a few 

haphazard incoherent lines and some side designs that 

have no connection. Only once she finishes the picture can 

you tell what it is. Retroactively you finally understand the 

purpose of every nuance. 

R’ Shraga Feivel Mendlovitz uses this as a mashal. Chazal 

say אין צייר כאלוקינו, there is no artist like our G-d. Until He 

finishes the entire picture, there is no way of knowing 

what the final product will be. Only once the picture is 

complete can we retroactively understand the purpose of 

every nuance. 

Klal Yisrael were in galus. From the time that they were 

exiled, they no longer clearly saw Hashem’s hand guiding 

them. It was as if they were abandoned to the fate of 

whatever circumstances would send their way. In reality 

Hashem was orchestrating the circumstances every step of 

the way. However, as we stated, Hashem is the master 

artist; until He completed the painting, it was 

indiscernible. Only in hindsight; after the Purim story, 

when they reviewed the happenings of the past nine years 

were they able to perceive that all the events were the 

strokes of the Master Artist as the backdrop of His 

magnificent picture. This is the purpose of Megilas Esther; 

it is our taking a look at the sporadic events and taking 

note how they were all part of the master plan. The GRA 

says that this concept lies in the name itself. The literal 

translation of Megilas Esther is ‘the revelation of the 

hidden’, as it demonstrates how Hashem guides us from 

behind the scenes.  

Mordechai of course realized this all along. When 

Mordechai overheard Bigsan and Seresh’s plot to 

assassinate the king, he reported it and saved 

Achashveirosh’s life. The question is famous; why did it 

bother him if Achashveirosh was killed? There are many 

answers to this question. I believe that the simplest answer 

is as follows. Mordechai knew that nothing happens by 

chance. If these two officers were hatching a plot within 

his hearing distance in a foreign language that he 

understood, obviously this was orchestrated by the One 

Above for him to do something about. Thus he felt 

compelled to take action. And as we see, this was indeed 

part of Hashem’s ultimate plan. 

When we live with this mindset that Hashem runs the 

world and we are merely fulfilling our obligation to do our 

part, our lives look different. When we place our trust in 

Him, we are not limited to the laws of nature. I recently 

heard a true story that illustrates this point beautifully. Dr. 

Schwartz (name changed) was at home enjoying his leisure 

time when the silence was broken by an urgent knock. 

Standing in the doorway was a woman yelling franticly, 

“Dr. Schwartz, my father is dying. You must come save 

him.” The doctor enquired as to the exact situation and he 

understood that it was indeed serious.  

Dr. Schwartz invited the woman into his home as he made 

some final preparations before he left. He went to his 

closet and removed a tie. After spending two minutes 

tying it, he looked in the mirror and commented, “It 

doesn’t match my jacket well”. He removed it and started 

to don a different tie. First it was too long. Then it was too 

short. Finally after five minutes he looked in the mirror 

with a look of satisfaction. Meanwhile, the woman was 

becoming exasperated as she impatiently awaited the 

doctor. She was pleased to see that he was finally ready to 

go. To her utter astonishment he now took a comb and 

began to straighten his hair, as her father lay dying back at 

home. Finally in total frustration she exclaimed, “Hashem 

I see that this doctor is totally undependable. At this point, 

You, are the only one who could help me. Please cure my 

father.” Hearing this, the Doctor dropped his comb and ran 

to aid the ailing man. Baruch Hashem the elderly man 

recovered from this illness.  
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In the aftermath of the story, the doctor was asked to 

explain his unusual conduct of pampering himself while 

someone dying needed his help. Dr. Schwartz replied, 

“Based on what she told me I knew that דרך הטבע it was a 

hopeless case. I knew that if she pinned her hopes on me, 

her father would die. The only hope is if she places her 

trust in Hashem, for Hashem will not disappoint her and a 

miracle would be possible. Thus, I had to prove myself 

unreliable. Once she placed her hopes in Hashem, indeed 

her father was saved. 

The Gemara in Megilah relays an astonishing account. 

Esther beseeched the king for her life to be spared. 

Achasveirosh inquired as to the identity of the evil 

perpetrator. In response Esther pointed directly at 

Achasveirosh and declared, “It is this wicked man”. 

Suddenly a malach came and pushed her hand towards 

Haman. 

What was she thinking? How would incriminating 

Achasveirosh rectify the situation? 

The GRA says a remarkable answer, “You should know 

that whenever Tzadikim had to converse with kings, in 

their hearts they had Hashem in mind”. In other words, 

they had in mind with their words that they were in 

essence addressing the King of the world. “Accordingly 

Esther addressing Hashem pointed to Achasveirosh and 

declared that he was the enemy.” She was so focused on 

Hashem that she overlooked the fact that she was talking 

to Achasveirosh as well. Thus she blundered and pointed 

to the king. Hashem intervened by sending the Malach to 

move her hand. 

If you were the one sent to speak to the king on behalf of 

the Jews to save them from their perilous situation, would 

you make such a mistake? Even if you would have 

Hashem in mind as well, you wouldn’t lose focus of your 

primary mission to try to save Klal Yisrael. How did 

Esther make this mistake? It is only because she realized 

that it is Hashem orchestrating events. To be successful 

she needs to beseech Him to spare our lives. Thus, she was 

primarily talking to Hashem. She was also doing her part 

in bringing out the salvation in this world. Yet, she knew 

that her part was merely fulfilling an obligation to act, and 

ultimately it is Hashem who decides our fate. 

Through Megilas Esther, we have to come to this 

realization that everything that happens is entirely 

orchestrated by the One Above. On Purim we do not say 

 The Gemara comments that on Purim instead of .הלל

reading the regular הלל, we read the megilah which serves 

as a הלל. Why do we not say the regular הלל like every 

other YomTov? I believe the answer is as follows. Every 

other YomTov commemorates open miracles; we say הלל 

to testify that Hashem defies nature. Purim is different. In 

the Purim story we don’t see Hashem defying nature; 

rather, we say that he manipulates nature, thus the regular 

 is not compatible with the praise of the day. In its הלל

place we must read the megilah which demonstrates how 

Hashem manipulates all happenings.  

The lesson of the Megillah is, Hashem runs the world, if 

we put our trust in Him He will come to our aid. A 

Yungerman one time told me the following fascinating 

personal account. “I had a Simcha scheduled for Sunday, 

yet, it was Thursday and I did not yet have money to cover 

the expenses. My wife asked me how we are going to 

cover the bills. I merely told her, ‘don’t worry. Have 

Bitachon and Hashem will surely help us’. That night we 

received a letter. Apparently eighteen years ago my wife 

opened up a savings account. She has not made a 

transaction since 2003. The bank sent her a letter 

informing her that there was twelve hundred dollars in the 

account. We were excited that we would now be able to 

cover the expenses of the Simcha, but our excitement was 

short-lived. When we attempted to make a withdrawal, we 

were told that since it was a joint account it would take 

some time before we were able to access the money. And 

so we found ourselves back to square one. (I have heard 

that many times Hashem shows you the yeshua just for it 

to fall through in order to boost your Bitachon, as if 

saying, ‘Trust in Me, I have ways of getting it done’.) 

“It was Motzei Shabbos and I still did not know where our 

funds would come from, yet I knew that Hashem could do 

anything. Suddenly there was a knock on the door.my wife 

had tutored a girl for many hours and had not yet been 

paid. Standing by the door was the girl’s mother with an 

envelope for us. Inside there was seven hundred dollars. 

Additionally we received payment from another student; 

the envelope contained five hundred dollars. We now had 

in our possession twelve hundred dollars; the exact cost of 

the Simcha.”  

Indeed Hashem runs the world from behind the scenes. 

When we place our trust in Him, He comes to our aid. We 

may not understand his ways now, but one day we will 

understand that everything was orchestrated by the One 

Above.  


