
 

 

 

)כו:ג( ואת מצותי תשמרו תלכו בחוקותי אם  

If you will follow My decrees and observe My mitzvos (26:3) 
Rashi comments that the continuation of the possuk 
already admonishes us to keep the mitzvos. What then 

does “follow My decrees” mean? שתהיו עמלים בתורה- it’s 

not enough just to swallow a cd-rom with the entire Torah 

on it; HaShem wants us to toil in His Torah, getting 
involved and feeling it with our every fibre.  

The Chafetz Chaim explains Rashi based on the gemara in 

Brochos (28b) which we recite upon completing a 
mesectha. .” אנו עמלים והם עמלים- we toil and they toil, 

עמלים ומקבלים שכר והם עמלים ואינם מקבלים שכר ואנ - 

we toil and receive our payment, but they toil and do not 

receive their payment. Why is there a difference between 

our work and their work? Did anyone ever see a tailor get 
paid for an uncompleted suit? Of course not, even if the 

tailor really, really tried hard! But when it comes to Torah, 

it is not that way. HaShem “pays” Klal Yisroel even for the 
efforts alone. 

The objective of this possuk is to teach us that there is 

s’char even for the yegiya/efforts. 

Similarly, we find in Megillas Rus, the same concept in the 
Malbim. Upon meeting Rus and hearing of her “journey”, 

Boaz proclaims פעלך ותהי משכרתך שלמה מעם ' ישלם ה
מגילת רות ) אלקי ישראל אשר באת לחסות תחת כנפיו' ה

 ,May HaShem re-pay you for what you have done  (יב:ב

and may your payment be complete from HaShem, under 
whose wings you have come to take shelter (Rus 2:12) 

The Malbim wonders about the double language of our 

possuk. Surely, it refers to two actions: kindness to Naomi, 
her mother-in-law, and joining Am Yisroel. But the 

loshon/language of the possuk seems to tell us even more.  

The possuk uses two different words to describe her 
work;  The Malbim beautifully .משכרתך and  פעלך

explains the same idea that we mentioned above from the 

Chafetz Chaim. There is a difference between someone 

that is a poel/worker, and a s’chir/worker. A poel gets a 
job to sew a garment. Upon successful completion of his 

task, he is paid. If he accidentally sews the wrong 

measurements, there is no pay day. His job is based on 

“piece-meal”. On the other hand, a s’chir will get paid as a 
hired hand; if his contract is for three years, whether he 

sews the correct measurements or not, he will still get paid.  

Boaz tells Rus: you’ve come to join Klal Yisroel. Aside for 
all the benefits of being one of HaShem’s children, there is 

an additional very significant benefit; the manner in which 

a Yid gets paid. Of course there is s’char mitzvos for a goy, 

however, that is only on the level of a poel. Upon 

successful completion, HaShem gives them reward. Failure 

to complete what they were attempting to accomplish, and 

they walk out with nothing. However, a Yid gets paid as a 

s’chir. Even if we don’t end up completing the job, 
HaShem still pays. A Yid gets paid for effort alone, even 

without getting the job done, but not so the goy. Now we 

understand what Boaz was saying: פעלך' ישלם ה - 

whatever you have successfully completed whilst still a 
goy, i.e. your kindness to your mother-in-law, you shall get 

paid for. But from here on and in,ותהי משכרתך שלמה- 
you shall receive full payment even if you haven’t 

completed the job, because שר באת לחסות תחת כנפיוא - 

you have joined the Jewish People, so from now on you 
are a different type of worker.  

Regarding the possuk in parshas Pikudei that states  ויביאו
 they brought the mishkan to Moshe, the- את המשכן

Midrash quotes a related possuk, “ותשחק ליום אחרון” and 

relates the following story. When Rav Avahu died, he 
asked to be shown his portion in the World to Come. Upon 

seeing it, he exclaimed “all this for Avahu”?!? I thought 

that I was toiling in vain, and now I see that I have a great 
portion in the World to Come.  

What connection does this story have to the Mishkan and 

why was Rav Avahu surprised? Surely, after spending his 

days and his nights learning in Torah, he would expect a 
decent portion, yet, here he seems shocked?  

The answer is as we just saw from the Malbim and the 

Chafetz Chaim. Of course Rav Avahu knew that he had a 
great portion reserved for him, but when he looked at it, he 

felt it was really much greater than what he had truly 

earned. He noticed that he was being credited as well for 

all those times that he would try and learn and 
unsuccessfully come to an understanding of what the 

Torah was telling him. Until now, he had assumed that all 

that toil was for naught. But now on his final day, he 
rejoiced because he saw that he was being rewarded for all 

the efforts that he put in. 

When Klal Yisroel tried building the Mishkan, the walls 
kept toppling. Finally, with no other choice they brought 

the walls to Moshe. Yet, the possuk writes that they 

brought the Mishkan, teaching us that they received the 

credit as if they had actually built it. 
The job of a Yid is tzu tohn, nisht tzu oif tohn (to do but not 

necessarily to accomplish). It’s nice to have a sense of 

accomplishment, but that is not our job and Yiddishkeit is 
certainly not “all or nothing”. We aren’t judged based on 

that. HaShem looks at our ameilus/toil and efforts. This 

was the great gain that Boaz was telling Rus about, and 
this is the lesson that we as Yidden must learn from אם 

תלכו בחוקותי . 

Good Shaabos,     מרדכי אפפעל                                      
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