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The Haftorah for Machar Chodesh 

Jonathan saves David from Saul 

 
Saul Attacking David 

by: Giovanni Francesco Barbieri Guercino (1591-1666)  

 This weeks Haftorah is read when Rosh Chodesh Falls out on SunNight
It is called Machar Chodesh. Or tomorrow is the new month. 

The Haftorah is read from the Book of Samuel 1 Chapter 20 verses 18 through 42

The Connection from this weeks Parasha to the Haftorah: The Haftorah Takes 
Place on the Day before the Royal Rosh Chodesh or New Month Festival took place 
in King David’s time.

This weeks Haftorah: 20:18-23 Jonathan / Yonasan and David arrange a sign 
with arrows by which to inform David of Saul's feelings towards David. 20:24-34 
Saul reacts violently to David's disappearance. 20: 25-42 Yonasan signals this 



information to David and advises him to flee. 

A Tablet with the earliest inscription of “The House of David” from Tel Dan 

The prequel to the Haftorah. David ran away from Saul and ran to Saul's son 
Jonathan. David asked Jonathan "What have I done that your father is trying to 
kill me?  I am afraid that he will kill me!" Jonathan reassured him that his father 
would never do any such thing without consulting him and that as far as he knew 
there were no plans to have David killed. 



David & Jonathan by: Rembrandt 
The Haftorah: David & Jonathan devise a plan to see just how Saul was feeling 
regarding David. Rosh Chodesh was coming the next day and it was customary to 
have a big Seudah / Feast to celebrate the New Month. David was to hide in the 
field for 3 days. At the Seudah if Saul was to inquire about David, Jonathan was 
to explain that David was spending this Rosh Chodesh with his family. Jonathan 
would then hear his father's feeling regarding David. 

David & Jonathan devised a special signal to communicate Saul's reaction without 
putting David at risk. David asked Jonathan to promise him that if anything were 
ever to happen to David, Jonathan would provide for his family. Jonathan agreed 
and requested the same of his friend David. 

The special signal that devised was as follows. David would be hiding out in the 
field. In those days the royalty enjoyed playing a game of arrows. They would pick 
a target and try to hit it. Sometimes the arrow would go long and sometimes to 
would go short. Also there were arrow boys (Biblical "Ball boys") who would 
retrieve the arrows for the archer. If Saul were angry with David, Jonathan 
would shoot the arrow "Far" and yell at the Arrow boy to "Run" for it. That would 
then be a signal to David who was hiding behind the rock that it wasn't safe there 
and that it was time to go. If Saul wasn't upset with David, then Jonathan would 
shoot the arrow "short" and tell the runner boy " come back, you ran too far". 



Than that would be the signal for David to come out of hiding and to join them for 
the festivities. Rosh Chodesh was 2 days long and the 1st day when Saul noticed 
that David wasn't there, he didn't say anything. On the second day Saul noticed 
that David was missing and asked his son Jonathan of David's where a bouts. 
When Jonathan explained that he had given permission to David to spend Rosh 
Chodesh with his family, Saul exploded with anger and even went as far as to 
throw a spear at his son Jonathan in order to try to kill him. 

Jonathan challenged his father asking him" What are you trying to kill him"? 
"What has he done wrong to you"? Jonathan stormed out of the banquet and ran 
into the field. David was hiding being the rock. Was it going to be a "long shot"? 

Jonathan raised his had with the bow and arrow and pulled on it really hard, 
launching the arrow way past the rock. He then yelled at the arrow boy to quickly 
run far out. That was the signal for David to evacuate the area. After the runner 

returned back with the arrows Jonathan sent him inside. Before David had a 
chance to leave Jonathan went over to him to say goodbye. They kissed each other 

and cried. In his parting words to David, Jonathan said "Go in Peace, We have 
promised each other in the name of Hashem, that we will be connected souls 

forever" Soul to Soul 

Famous phrases 22:2 "Salee u'me'tzu'dati u'mephalti lee" Hashem is my Rock 
and My fortress, and delivers me.



Mosaic of King David found in Jericho 
David's Biography: David was the son of Ishay. The meaning of his name is 
"beloved". He was a descendant of Ruth, the Moabite. He was from the tribe of 
Yehuda. David was a shepherd, someone who used to tend to flocks of sheep. 
David was a warrior. He killed Goliath. He also killed a lion with his bare hands. 
David was a musician, who played music to calm Saul. Saul became David's father 
in law when he married his daughter Michal. He was an outlaw. David was a faithful 
friend to Avshalom. David's best friend was Saul's son Jonathan. He became king 
when he was 28 years old and died at seventy.   David is buried in Jerusalem. 
(Adam prophetically saw that David was supposed to have been still born. Adam 
was supposed to have lived 1000 years. However, Adam decided to "give" David 70 
years of his life. Adam lived 930 years.)   He was an empire builder.  He fathered 
19 children one of them being the smartest man that ever lived, King Shlomo or 
Solomon. David had 18 wives, 1 of them being Saul's daughter, two others being 
Abigail and Bathsheba. David felt cold from showing disrespect for Saul's robe. 
He was the 2nd King of Israel. David's name occurs more than 1000 times in the 



Tannach. He wrote Tehilim or Psalms, the most popular words used worldwide to 
pray to Hashem. He also wrote the 3rd paragraph of the Birkat Hamazon or Grace 
after Meals. He brought the ark to Jerusalem, the future sight of the Holy 
Temple. The Mashiach will be a descendant of David. He was a redhead. David was 
one of the 55 recorded Jewish prophets. The meal of David is the 4th meal of 
Shabbat, because he was told by Hashem that he was going to pass away on 
Shabbat, every Shabbat that he lived through he celebrated the fact that he had 
another week to live with a big post Shabbat meal.   He was anointed by Shmuel 
the last of the Shoftim or Judges.  That's who King David was. 

Haftorahman's lesson of the week: Be selfless like Jonathan was to David. 
Jonathan could have been the heir to the throne, but he knew better and he 
helped his friend and brother in-law become the King instead of him.

Map: At the time David's home was in Bethlehem.      



Timeline: David lived for 70 years about 3000 years ago. 
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