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Speak to Bnei Yisroe

The Zera Shimshon

tense - ”when you come to the land” 

years you should sow your field”

the tense of the pessukim

tense or the singular tense, since Moshe Rabbeinu is addressing the Jewish 

people as a whole and either wording 

As well, it seems that the Torah is commanding the individual to work 

his field, while in 

preceding Shmita. The only mitzva is that the land should rest on the seventh 

year. Why does the Torah word the commandment in a way that makes it 

sound as if the mitzva 

preceding Shmita?

The Zera Shimshon explains this as follows:

When Moshiach comes, the Jewish people will not have to work

labor will 

Adam HaRishon ate from the 

As well, whenever the Jewish people do the will of Hashem they are 

blessed that their land will be cultivated by others on their behalf.

However, if during this period of time there is an individual that isn’t 

acting as he should, he is oblig

since he isn’t righteous, he has no right to rely on the same miracle that his 

neighbors rely on and he isn’t allowed to just sit back and throw is needs onto 

the public. 

This is why the passuk begins in the plural

is a mitzva for everyone. And if the Jewish people do what they are supposed 

to, the land will always be in a state of rest since it will do its own work 

without having to be worked by humans.

However, the Torah switches to the singular tense when saying how 

one must work his field, because indeed, there may be a person who is 

obligated to cultivate his own field and not rely on the blessing that the nation 

as a whole is receiving since he isn’t righteous, therefore he

and must actually work his field. 
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Behar 
The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב� רב נחמ� שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

 לזכר נשמת
 יעקב יצחק ב� שושנה אסתר

 לרפואה שלימה
 רוני דינה בת סימי
 דוד ב� שרה

 לזווג הגו� במהרה
 אלישבע נעמי בת רחל

 להצלחת
ר נחו� צבי בו רחל ומשפחתו"הג  

 

'ג, 'ב', הכ( שש שני� תזרע שד�' דבר אל בני ישראל כי תבואו אל האר� וגו

Speak to Bnei Yisroel; when you come to the land etc. six years you should sow your 

field (25:2, 3). 

Zera Shimshon points out that the passuk starts off in the plural 

”when you come to the land” and then switches to 

years you should sow your field”. Why does the Torah do this? 

the tense of the pessukim should have either remained

tense or the singular tense, since Moshe Rabbeinu is addressing the Jewish 

people as a whole and either wording could be suitable

As well, it seems that the Torah is commanding the individual to work 

while in reality there is no mitzva to work the land for the six years 

preceding Shmita. The only mitzva is that the land should rest on the seventh 

year. Why does the Torah word the commandment in a way that makes it 

sound as if the mitzva also includes working the land for the six years 

preceding Shmita? 

Zera Shimshon explains this as follows: 

When Moshiach comes, the Jewish people will not have to work

labor will be done by itself. This is the way the world was designed before 

Adam HaRishon ate from the Eitz Hada’as. 

As well, whenever the Jewish people do the will of Hashem they are 

blessed that their land will be cultivated by others on their behalf.

However, if during this period of time there is an individual that isn’t 

acting as he should, he is obligated to cultivate his own land. This is because 

since he isn’t righteous, he has no right to rely on the same miracle that his 

neighbors rely on and he isn’t allowed to just sit back and throw is needs onto 

 He must therefore do what it takes to take care of himself.

This is why the passuk begins in the plural, since the resting of the land 

is a mitzva for everyone. And if the Jewish people do what they are supposed 

the land will always be in a state of rest since it will do its own work 

ut having to be worked by humans. 

However, the Torah switches to the singular tense when saying how 

one must work his field, because indeed, there may be a person who is 

obligated to cultivate his own field and not rely on the blessing that the nation 

whole is receiving since he isn’t righteous, therefore he

must actually work his field.  

 לעילוי נשמת דוד ב� תמר

 שבת שלו�
signup & dedications – zerashimshon@gmail.com 

דבר אל בני ישראל כי תבואו אל האר� וגו

when you come to the land etc. six years you should sow your 

points out that the passuk starts off in the plural 

and then switches to the single tense - ”six 

. Why does the Torah do this? The wording and 

ed entirely in the plural 

tense or the singular tense, since Moshe Rabbeinu is addressing the Jewish 

suitable?  

As well, it seems that the Torah is commanding the individual to work 

zva to work the land for the six years 

preceding Shmita. The only mitzva is that the land should rest on the seventh 

year. Why does the Torah word the commandment in a way that makes it 

he land for the six years 

When Moshiach comes, the Jewish people will not have to work. Their 

done by itself. This is the way the world was designed before 

As well, whenever the Jewish people do the will of Hashem they are 

blessed that their land will be cultivated by others on their behalf. 

However, if during this period of time there is an individual that isn’t 

ated to cultivate his own land. This is because 

since he isn’t righteous, he has no right to rely on the same miracle that his 

neighbors rely on and he isn’t allowed to just sit back and throw is needs onto 

take care of himself. 

since the resting of the land 

is a mitzva for everyone. And if the Jewish people do what they are supposed 

the land will always be in a state of rest since it will do its own work 

However, the Torah switches to the singular tense when saying how 

one must work his field, because indeed, there may be a person who is 

obligated to cultivate his own field and not rely on the blessing that the nation 

whole is receiving since he isn’t righteous, therefore he is obligated to 
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If you shall follow My decrees (26:3). 

The Medrash (Rabbah 35:1) says that this passuk sheds light on that which 

Dovid HaMelech said (Tehillim 119:59), “I considered my ways and returned my feet to 

your testimonies”. Dovid HaMelech said to Hashem, “Every day I would plan my day 

- to go to visit someone or to go to a certain house and my legs would carry me to the 

Beis Medrash”. 

The Meforshim ask the obvious questions - what was Dovid HaMelech’s 

original plan? It seems as though he didn’t an important enough destination to go to 

and somehow he wound up in the Beis Medrash? The Zera Shimshon adds that why 

didn’t Dovid HaMelech indeed plan to go the Beis Medrash? From the Medrash it 

seems that he wanted to go elsewhere and landed in the Beis Medrash accidentally?  

The Zera Shimshon explains that the Gemara (Brachos 4a) teaches that Dovid 

HaMelech asked Hashem, “Am I not a righteous individual? All the other kings of 

the world get up late and enjoy themselves etc. and I get up and eat a very small 

amount of bread and water etc.” The Meforshim ask - what was Dovid HaMelech 

asking from Hashem, did he want his reward in this world? They explain that kings 

usually pamper themselves, not necessarily to enjoy life, but rather they do so in 

order not to breakdown from all the pressure they are under. 

Dovid HaMelech, although he was a king and was also under tremendous 

pressure, he davened to Hashem that his lack of pampering himself should not affect 

his health. This is why, when he would start his day, he would plan to go visit 

someone so as to relax, since the Torah commands a person to take care of his health 

(Devarim 4:15). 

However, Dovid HaMelech would then think about the verse that says 

(Shemos 15:26), “If you keep all the commandments that Hashem has commanded you – any 

of the illness that I brought upon Egypt, I will not place on you”. The passuk seems to be 

saying more than just promising that if one adheres to the mitzvos that Hashem will 

watch over him since there shouldn’t be a need for the passuk to promise such a 

thing. Rather, Dovid HaMelech understood this passuk to be saying that if one keeps 

the mitzvos as he should – even if he is naturally inclined to becoming sick, Hashem 

will protect him and certainly from illnesses that are unusual. 

After this realization, Dovid HaMelech would switch directions from where 

he intended to go to relax and make his way to the Beis Hamedrash. 

This is why the Medrash brings this passuk to explain the first passuk in our 

parsha. The passuk says, “If you shall follow My decrees and you will do My mitzvos”. 

The passuk sounds as though it is saying that through Torah study, (which is how 

Rashi explains the words “If you shall follow My decrees”), one will be enabled to keep 

all the mitzvos. 

The Zera Shimshon explains that the mitzva of watching ones health is 

equivalent to all the mitzvos since Piku’ach Nefesh comes before all the mitzvos 

(except the three cardinal sins). Here, the passuk is telling us that if we toil in Torah, 

then Hashem will physically enable us to keep all the mitzvos and especially the 

mitzva of being healthy and it will be as though we kept all the mitzvos, hence - “If 

you shall follow My decrees (study Torah) and you will (be enabled to) do My mitzvos”. 
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Bechukosai 

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב� רב נחמ� שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

signup & dedications – zerashimshon@gmail.com 
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 רוני דינה בת סימי
 דוד ב� שרה

 לזווג הגו� במהרה
 אלישבע נעמי בת רחל

 להצלחת
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