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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it  does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The  Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard  and  Anita  Grossman  for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

Rav Nebenzahl on Parshat Ekev

 

 

The Uniqueness and Beauty of Eretz Yisrael

 

Parshat  Ekev  contains  two  sections  dealing  with  Eretz  Yisrael.  The  first  section  is  found  at  the

beginning of our parsha: "For Hashem, your G-d, is bringing you to a good Land; a Land with streams

of water, of springs and underground water coming forth in valley and mountain ... You will eat and

you will  be satisfied and bless Hashem, your G-d, for the good Land that He gave you" (Devarim

8:7-10).

 

Further on in the parsha we find: "for the Land to which you come, to possess it - it is not like the land

of Egypt that you left, where you would plant your seed and water it on foot like a vegetable garden. A

Land that Hashem, your G-d, seeks out; the eyes of Hashem, your G-d, are always upon it, from the

beginning of the year to year's end" (Devarim 11:10- 12).

 

The first  question  we can  ask  is  why these  two sections  are  written  separately  and  what  is  the

difference between them? Another question was posed to me by Rav Yonah Emanuel zt"l: the pasuk

states: "You will eat and you will be satisfied and bless Hashem, your G-d, for the good Land that He

gave you". Does this imply that someone who lives in New York must thank Hashem for the land of
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America? Perhaps we can derive from here that Birkat HaMazon outside the Land of Israel is only

D'Rabbanan? I do not recall even a single posek ruling this way.

 

It appears to me that there is a fundamental difference between the two sections of our parsha which

deal with Eretz Yisrael. The section in the beginning of the parsha does not deal with the uniqueness of

Eretz Yisrael in contrast to Chutz la'Aretz, but rather as opposed to life in the desert. In the desert

water emerged from a rock and bread descended from heaven. Now, Hashem has brought us into a

land in which the food is natural - you plant and it grows. The proof for this is the description "a Land

with streams of water, of springs and underground water coming forth in valley and mountain". Are

there no springs in Chutz la'Aretz? There are many lands in which a person plants and harvests. This

description is certainly not unique to Eretz Yisrael! It must be that the Torah at this point is praising life

in Eretz Yisrael as opposed to life in the desert.

 

The obligation to thank Hashem in Birkat HaMazon "for the good Land that He gave you", does not

refer to the Land of Israel as opposed to Chutz la'Aretz, rather to this Land as opposed to the desert.

The pasuk refers to a Land in which we can grow our own food - this clearly applies to other fertile

lands as well. The Torah therefore commands us to recite Birkat HaMazon in Chutz la'Aretz as well.

 

The  second  section,  however,  deals  with  the  uniqueness  of  Eretz  Yisrael  in  comparison  to  Chutz

la'Aretz - "A Land that Hashem, your G-d, seeks out; the eyes of Hashem, your G-d, are always upon

it, from the beginning of the year to year's end". Eretz Yisrael is not run exclusively by laws of nature -

if we are righteous it will rain, if not there will be no rain and perhaps worse things will happen. This

idea is unique to the Land of Israel. Although Hashem rules over the entire world, it is only here that

Hashem's Providence is so visible.

 

If we are meritorious then we will be able to remain in Eretz Yisrael. If G-d forbid, we are not then we

will be evicted from the Land. The Land does not tolerate evil people, even non-Jewish ones, for they

too were evicted from the Land as the Ramban elaborates on in Parshat Acharei Mot. Certainly the

Jewish people cannot hope to last in the Land without observing Torah and mitzvoth. This is the special

character of Eretz Yisrael which makes it different from any land in the world and this is what the latter

section is referring to. Those of us who live in Eretz Yisrael must take care that Hashem's vigilance

over us that "the eyes of Hashem, your G-d, are always upon it, from the beginning of the year" is for

the good.
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