
Moshe added the letter Yud. Why the Yud? The letter 
Yud is a possessive letter. When one adds a Yud to the 
word ‘av,’ for example, instead of being just ‘father,’ it 
becomes ‘my father.’ ‘Roshi, as opposed to just ‘rosh,’ 
transforms ‘head’ into ‘my head.’ 

 This letter was specifically held by Sarah Imeinu 
for most of her life, because she needed to focus inward 
and protect herself from the influences around her. 
Once the time came for her to have children, the Yud 
was taken away so that she could go beyond herself and 
give to her children and family. 

 That special Yud that allowed Sarah Imeinu to fo-
cus on herself was now given by Moshe Rabbeinu to 
Yehoshua; for now it was imperative that he keep his 
eyes focused on himself and his destiny within Klal 
Yisrael. The humility that he had could not affect his 
proper perspective of Hashem’s holy land, and the 
portent of his future leadership had to be something 
that he accepted and did not push away. Whatever 
Hashem had in mind for him would be the best, and 
the Yud would thereby help him to keep his perspec-
tives very clear. 

 As Rav Avigdor Miller zt”l once explained: The 
stick that Moshe held onto, which miraculously turned 
into a snake, represented this exact point. For many 
days, out of his great humility, Moshe refused to 
become the leader. Hashem then told him to throw 
down the stick and it turned into a snake; he was then 
told to pick it up, and once again it reverted to being a 
stick. 

 Hashem was teaching him an eternal lesson, one 
that would apply to all future leaders: Kavod is like a 
snake; it is extremely dangerous and destructive. Yet at 
the same time, sometimes it is the holy avodah of a Jew 
to grab that stealthy snake and transform it into a staff 
of leadership to guide Hashem’s children! That same 
terrible middah must sometimes be used in the service 
of Hakadosh Baruch Hu - when it is utilized as a means 
of leading the Jewish people on the path of righteous-
ness. 

Each one of us are leaders. Each one of us must 
be exceedingly humble; but each one of us must also 
hold onto the holy pride needed to lead each of our 
families in the derech of Hashem… 

Besiyata DiShmaya. 
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 Every middah can be used for good – or, chas 
v’shalom, for bad. That is why the Hebrew term for 
‘character trait’ is precisely that word: middah, which 
means measure, because every trait needs to be used 
in the proper measure.  

 So much so that even the great and lofty middah of 
humility can sometimes be used wrongly. A person 
has to possess an element of ‘gaavah d’kedusha,’ holy 
pride, where he is able to appreciate his inherent value 
and greatness without any arrogance, to see his true 
qualities and mission in life without becoming 
haughty about it.  

 Our Parasha teaches us about the tragedy of trag-
edies, the sin of the Meraglim. Right before Yehoshua 
was sent the Torah tells us,  

- Moshe called Hoshea bin 
Nun, Yehoshua. (Bamidbar 13:16) Moshe Rabbeinu 
changed Yehoshua’s name from Hoshea to Yehoshua. 
The obvious question is, why? What did Moshe see in 
Yehoshua that made him specifically change his name? 
And why specifically did he add the letter Yud?

 Two years ago I heard an amazing explanation 
from Rav Aryeh Lebowitz shlita in the name of the 
Kozhnitzer Maggid zt”l: Targum Yonasan Ben Uziel tells 
us that it was because of the humility that Moshe saw 
in Yehoshua that he added a letter to his name. Where 
do we see this middah specifically, and how does the 
Yud help?  

The Maggid explains: In Parashas Biha’aloscha, 
when Eldad and Meidad were zocheh to prophecy, they 
foretold how Moshe would not lead Klal Yisrael into 
Eretz Yisrael; rather it would be his loyal talmid, 
Yehoshua. Yehoshua was very bothered by this and he 
ran to Moshe. Moshe saw the incredible humility of 
his disciple and how he only wanted Moshe - not 
himself - to lead the Yidden.  

 A bit later, when Moshe was about to send Ye-
hoshua into Eretz Yisrael, he was afraid that Yehosh-
ua would be biased in his view of the land due to 
tremendous humility! He might possibly be slanted in his 
view of the holy land, for he very much did not want to 
become a leader, and deep down he knew that it was 
bound to happen upon their entering the land. In 
order to protect Yehoshua from this grave danger, 


