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This week's פרשה discusses many topics 
and prohibitions. One of the prohibitions 
that the תורה includes is concerning the  
utilization of a sorcerer, the dead, and 
 תורה to predict the future. The עבודה זרה
also adds that it is an abomination for 
those who do this. The פסוק concludes 
that תמים תהיה - wholehearted you shall 
be, with Hashem. 

 תמים תהיה of פסוק explains that the רש״י
means that one should walk with Hashem 
with wholeheartedness, trust in Him, and 
one should not delve into the future. רש״י 
adds that one who wants to be connected 
to Hashem needs to accept with 
wholeheartedness what ever befalls him. 

This means that one should not inquire 
about his future whether it's from holy or 
unholy sources. From the פסוק itself one 
would say that only unholy sources is 
prohibited, yet רש״י adds that the 
prohibition is not about who one asks, but 
regarding one inquiring about the future. 
One needs to fully rely on Hashem 

regarding his future. He doesn't need to 
inquire about future events and take 
preventive measures. Even events in 
which something could have been done 
to prevent it, one need not know in 
advance. 

There's a משנה in אבות פרק ב׳ that states 
in the name of a few different תנאים ways 
of proper conduct . One of the תנאים is ר׳ 
 who states that the proper way for שמעון
one to chose is הרואה את הנולד. The 
 explains that this means one who ברטנורא
looks and sees the future.

This is apparently contradicts the פסוק in 
this פרשה that clearly states תמים תהיה 
and does not allow one to look at the 
future. How can ר׳ שמעון state something 
so contradictory? 

Also there's apparent difficulty with the 
general concept of one not inquiring 
about the future. First, we see throughout 
thousands of years of our history that lay 
people always consulted with רבנים 
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regarding future events. They definitely 
didn't violate the commandment of תמים 
 Second, Hashem Himself has sent .תהיה
many נביאים to tell the Yidden precisely 
what will befall them in the future. 

The previous משנה must be clarified to 
see how it doesn't contradict the פסוק. 
There is apparent difficulty with the 
wording of the משנה. If ר׳  שמעון is telling 
one to look ahead at the future, why does 
he use the word נולד? The word נולד 
means born, not future. We therefore 
must conclude that ר׳ שמעון is telling us 
something different and profound. 
He is saying that one needs to 
focus and see the outcome of 
his current actions. One 
need not worry about 
the future at all as the 
 .clearly dictates תורה
Only Hashem is in 
control and makes the future 
happen. 

to imply t נולד uses the word ר׳ שמעון h a t 
just like something that is born is a direct 
outcome of one's action, so too, one is 
responsible and obligated to control his 
current action that will immediately create 
something. For example, one is obligated 
to avoid stepping on glass as the 
outcome of that is injury and therefore 
prohibited. 

All those in the past generations who 
asked רבנים for guidance did it so that 
they can currently change to prevent a 
negative outcome as a direct result of 
their actions. We see this even more so 
f rom the אים בי נ . They defin i te l y 
prophesied of future events even for 
events that were to take place tens of 
years later. They prophesied now so that 
the Yidden can repair something now and 
prevent destruction later which is a direct 
outcome of their current actions. 

The above tells us that when one asks 
from holy sources about future 

events, it's not future at all. 
It's all current. It's all about 

changing currently so that the 
outcome is not negative. 
When i t is from unholy 
sources, it is not about the 
cu r ren t , and the re fo re 

prohibited. 

Addit ional ly, we need to 
understand the motivation of one to know 
the future. There are some future events 
that make a tangible difference such as 
financial investments and the like, and is 
understandable that one wants to know 
the outcome. However, there are events 
that make absolutely no difference to the 
person yet he strongly wants to know 
about them, why? 

The desire of knowing the future is an 
outcome of the power that comes with it. 

when one asks 
from holy sources 

about future events, 
it's not future at all



בס״ד

We see that the נחש tried convincing אדם 
and חוה to eat from the forbidden tree. 
The נחש claimed that they will be as 
knowledgeable and powerful as Hashem 
by eating from the tree. We see from this  
that there's an innate desire of one to 
poses knowledge and thus power; as 
we say "knowledge is power". 
However, this desire is in 
d i r e c t c o n fl i c t a n d 
contradiction to the power 
of Hashem. One ultimately 
wants power so that he 
does not need the help of 
Hashem. One who wants power is 
lacking in הכנעה ,שפלות, and ביטול to 
Hashem. This is also the reason why the 
 lists and prohibits asking about the תורה
future from a few sources of עבודה זרה. 
The fact that one wants to know and feel 
powerful is already עבודה זרה. 

This is especially true in times of 
uncertainty. One searches and inquiries 
from all experts to hear their opinion 
about the future. One feels more secure 
with knowledge about the future. This is 
w h a t the תורה is telling one. 

Don't turn to the experts, 
who regardless don't even 
know what 's go ing to 
happen the next minute, 
but rather turn to Hashem 
for He is the one who 

controls the future!

One needs to conduct his life 
with full realization that it is Hashem that 
controls, for our good, the current and the 
future. One need not and should not try to 
know or change the future. All one must 
do, is change the present for better, so 
that the result of his current action 
reveals Hashem in a positive way! 
 

   

א גוט שבת

All one must do, 
i s c h a n g e t h e 
present for better


