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TRUE DEDICATED LEADERS 

 After Korach’s attempt to overthrow Moshe and Aharon failed, Hakadosh Boruch Hu instructed Moshe to take a 

wooden staff from each of the shevatim and place it in front of the aron ha’kodesh. Moshe followed these instructions 

and each tribe brought a staff with its name carved into its wood. The next morning, they were removed from the 

kodesh ha’kadoshim and everyone saw that Aharon’s staff had grown flowers and produced fruit, proving that shevet 

Levi was the one chosen by Hashem as his “primary” servants. This needs to be understood. After all, Korach’s 

attempts were thwarted when the ground opened up and swallowed him and his cohorts. While the blossoming staff 

was certainly a more pleasant sight to see, why was this additional proof necessary? 

 Dayan Yisroel Yaakov Fisher zt”l offers the following explanation: When Korach challenged Moshe Rabeinu’s 

leadership, he didn’t question that shevet Levi was indeed the ones chosen to be the spiritual leaders of k’lal Yisroel. 

Korach himself was a Levi. His main complaint was that Moshe seemed to be imposing a monopoly over the rest of the 

tribe. Moshe was the primary leader of the entire nation and Aharon, his brother served as kohein Gadol. Shevet Levi 

was comprised of several families so why should one family “control” everything?  When the ground swallowed up 

korach alive it was clear to all that Moshe Rabeinu and Aharon were chosen by Hashem Himself, disproving Korach’s 

allegations of nepotism. However, the case was far from closed. K’lal Yisroel still wondered why shevet Levi should be 

singled out. Not only were they to represent them in the avodas ha’korabanos, but k’lal Yisroel was instructed to support 

them, as is laid out in the pesukim following Aharon’s blossoming staff. When K’lal Yisroel would enter Eretz Yisroel and 

work the land, they would be required to tithe its produce. 2% (terumah) for the kohanim, 10% (ma’aser) for the levi’im, 

plus challah (another 2-4%) when making dough. In short, shevet Levi would “walk away” with at least 12% of all 

produce. Since shevet Levi was one of the smaller of the shevatim, and there were another eleven tribes who would 

give their tithes to them, the levi’im would end up with more produce in their hands than the average Jew! (This does 

not even take into consideration the other amounts that were “given away” to the poor in the forms of ma’aser ani, 

pe’ah, etc.) How could this be? Knowing that this would seem unfair, Hakadosh Boruch Hu first showed them why it is 

not so. 

 Shevet Levi were the people who dedicated themselves to Torah. They owned no land themselves and 

dedicated their lives to the study of Torah and avodas Hashem. In truth, this is the real source of growth. Hashem told 

Moshe to take Aharon’s staff, nothing more than a dry stick and place it in front of the aron that housed the luchos and 

Torah, and caused it to blossom and grow fruit, as if to say, “see, this stick has no connection to the ground and yet 

grows from exposure to the kedusha of the Torah itself!” 

 The Rambam at the end of Hilchos Shemita v’Yovel writes that this concept is not limited to descendants of 

shevet Levi. Any one who is truly motivated to do so and wants to dedicate his life to the study of Torah is worthy of the 

support offered by the rest of k’lal Yisroel, and it is their responsibility and merit to help him. 
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WHY DOES MY SHUL HAVE A MEZUZA? 

 

 Chazal tell us that Korach mocked Moshe Rabeinu for requiring one to affix a mezuza on a room 

full of seforim. Although Korach was clearly wrong and filling one's dining room with sifrei kodesh does 

not exempt one from putting up a mezuza, a shul or beis medrash may not require a mezuza. 

 The gemara (Yoma 11b) equates the obligation of a house that requires a mezuza to its 

susceptibility to tzaraas. Since a shul is not "your house" it is excluded from both of these halachos. 

Although by extension, this should also exempt a house owned by several partners (as 

is the case with negaim), the Ritva explains that the derasha only extends so far as to define a house 

as one that is used privately. 

 Other rishonim exempt a shul from mezuza because of its sanctity, like the beis hamikdash which 

is also exempt. Although the kedusha of a shu| is only rabbinic in nature, the Chasam Sofer explains 

that the beis hamikdash is exempt not because of its inherent Kedusha, but rather because it is the host 

to kedusha, although this would mean that a bedroom built on har habayis would require a mezuza. 

Others, (Tosfos haRosh, Chazon Ish) seem to understand that the exemption at a shuI from mezuza 

stems from the laws of forced division or sale of property (which does not apply to public property). 

Accordingly, a privately owned shul would certainly require a mezuza. 

 All agree, however, that a public shul does not require a mezuza. Nevertheless, the custom is to 

affix a mezuza without a beracha. The reason, according to most authorities, is because our shuls also 

function as a beis hamedrash, and although people learning at random would still not necessitate a 

mezuza, a single talmid chacham who makes the beis medradh his home by learning throughout the 

day and eating a resting there, might, at least according to a minority opinion (Maharm) cited by 

Shulchan Aruch. 
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