
 

  )'ז' לג( חקו לי תרומהוי

And you should take for me a Terumah (33:7) 

On this passuk, the Medrash says, on this (passuk) it is written - תורה צוה לנו משה, 

"Moshe commanded us to keep the (mitzvos of the) Torah". The Medrash continues, Rav 

Simlai says, six hundred and thirteen mitzvos were given to the Jewish people, the 

same as the numerical value as the word תורה .תורה however, only amounts to six 

hundred and eleven, the two missing are the two mitzvos we heard directly from 

Hashem. Hence, we heard תורה, six hundred and eleven mitzvos from Moshe 

Rabbeinu. 

The Zera Shimshon asks the obvious question - what connection is there 

between the passuk of collecting Terumah from the Jewish people to build a 

Mishkan for Hashem and the passuk of תורה צוה לנו משה? 

The Zera Shimshon answers with another Medrash. The Medrash says (Shir 

HaShirim 1:4), when the Jewish people heard Hashem say אלקי�' אבני ה , "I am Hashem 

your G-d", and לא יהיה ל� וגו' , "You shall not have other gods", the Yetzer Hara was 

instantly uprooted from their hearts. However, when they asked Moshe Rabbeinu to 

serve as their intermediary, the Yetzer Hara reentered their hearts. Nonetheless, had 

the Jewish people not sinned during those forty days, they would have merited 

being entirely freed from the Yetzer Hara. Unfortunately though, the Jewish people 

did sin and the Yetzer Hara remained inside them. 

Another point the Zera Shimshon prefaces to his answer, is the Medrash that 

explains why the structure that the Jewish people built for Hashem, was called a 

'Mishkan'? The Medrash (Bamidbar Rabba 12:14) says that the word Mishkan comes 

from the word Mashkon, collateral, since Hashem took it as payment for the Jewish 

people's sins. 

With this, the Zera Shimshon now explains the connection between the two 

aforementioned pessukim. 

The Medrash is coming to address why this collection is called a תרומה. It just 

as well could have been called a נדבה? The Zera Shimshon explains based on a 

Tikkunay HaZohar (17) that says, that the word תרומה is made up of the words תורה מ    - 

the Torah that was given in forty days. The reason why it took forty days was 

because  צוה לנו משהתורה , that we asked Moshe Rabbeinu to serve as the intermediary 

for the rest of the six hundred and eleven mitzvos (תורה). This is when the Yetzer 

Hara came back into us and we had forty days to live without sin (until Moshe 

Rabbeinu came back after serving as our intermediary to get the rest of the Torah 

and transmit it to us), then the Yetzer Hara would have left us for good. However, 

since we did not succeed, we now needed a Mishkan to serve as a collateral for our 

sins since, with the Yetzer Hara in the world, we would eventually sin.  

This is why this donation is called תרומה to explain why this dwelling built for 

Hashem would be taken as collateral for our sins, since תורה מ - the Torah was given 

in forty days. Had they not asked Moshe Rabbeinu to serve as their intermediary and 

rather they would have heard it directly from Hashem, they would have been free 

from the Yetzer Hara, free from sin and there be no need for collateral for their sins. 

However, since  תרומה(תורה מ( , Moshe Rabbeinu now went to receive the rest of the six 

hundred and eleven mitzvos to give over to us instead of us hearing them directly 

from Hashem, and during those forty days it took we sinned, we now need a 

Mishkan to serve as a collateral for our sins. 
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The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 
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