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Several officials tried to help me in vain, and finally one of the managers told 
me that only an order from a supervisor would help me and I went to the 
supervisor’s office. I went to the wing of the building and walked up to his 
floor with the hope of finding help, someone told me to enter a certain office 
and when I entered I saw someone who worked there that I knew from shul. 
I gave him a warm greeting as two close friends and he asked me what I 
needed. I told him that I needed the person in charge of connecting the 
water and he pointed to the man sitting with him and said: “This is the 
person”. I did not know if this was an inside joke or perhaps he really meant 
to help but in my situation I had no time for games so I went to him and he 
repeated the same thing that I would be connected in the morning. I 
explained the situation that I had just today received the key, etc. He wanted 
to know if I was really telling the truth or perhaps I wanted the water turned 
on so I could prepare the apartment and I would not move in for several 
days. At that moment I got a call from the mover that they were at the new 
address but the apartment was locked. 
He realized that I was telling the truth and not mocking him, he took out his 
cell phone and said the following sentence: “Connect so and so’s apartment 
to the water now” and there was silence, and then: “Did you hear what I 
said? Connect it now!” 
I was uncomfortable with all that took place and I tried to give him 100 
shekel for the rush, he immediately got angry with me and said that this is 
called a bribe and he was ready to cancel the connection. I apologized and 
hurried to the new apartment to unlock it for the mover who was already 
unloading the van so they could bring everything into the new apartment. I 
reached the building and saw the meter installer leaving the building. I 
thanked him profusely and I wanted to pay him for his trouble, but he 
refused and he said: “I don’t know who or what you are, but in all my life I 
have never done something like this and I hope never to do it again but you 
are a lucky man.” I intended to thank Hashem for the miracle and in my heart 
I gave money to tzedakah. 
I was amazed to see the Hashgacha Pratis, when my movers emptied the old 
apartment the movers for the new tenants moved right in! 
That night, after the children were bathed and in bed I went to daven Arvis 
[Maariv]. After davening, an older man, who did not have an easy life, 
approached me and in a soft voice asked: “Are you able to help me this 
month as well?!”  
This man had never approached me and never asked me for anything and 
this time he asked me for help as if I helped him every month. For a moment 
I thought to push him off because I had family dependent on me but I 
remembered the 100 shekel that I tried to give to connect the water and I 
thought, ‘Why not help him with the money that I wanted to give to the 
utilities manager?’ I asked him if he was referring to his electric bill and how 
much he owed, but, he said he was referring to his water bill which they were 
ready to disconnect. 
Emotionally, I took out the 100 shekel for my water connection and I gave it 
to him so that they would not disconnect his water. 

     כ.ה.
 

 טיב ההשגחה
“Even the bird finds its home and the swallow her nest” 
continued 

We continued to search for a nice apartment to buy but, since 
the time remaining was short we told brokers that we were not 
looking to buy, rather to rent, since it was not possible to buy an 
apartment, and between going to contract and closing on it this 
was not something that could be done in a short period of time 
to arrange everything. 
It was already three days before we had to move out and we 
had already looked at countless apartments that were for rent 
or for sale and we had nothing to show for it, we just stayed firm 
in our belief that Hashem would guide us and have mercy on us. 
Friends and family had already invited us to stay in their houses 
as the moving day was rapidly approaching. 
Three days before the moving day we were notified of a new 
and nice apartment that was vacant and for sale, the broker set 
up a meeting with the seller, and when we met we saw that we 
knew each other, and we set up a meeting with a lawyer to sign 
a contract and since the seller knew us he agreed to let us move 
into the apartment right after signing the contract and before 
paying for the apartment. He made an enormous effort to get 
the keys from the contractor within two days which usually 
takes much longer. 
At the same time, I called the movers to arrange a time, 
however, they were already booked, all the movers that I called 
were booked and although we were packed no one had free 
time and this was two days before we had to move. 
On Tuesday, at 10:00 PM the movers called that they had an 
open time for a few hours the next day to move us. I explained 
that the movers for the new tenants would be there at 2:00 PM 
and they said they would do their best to finish before they 
arrived. 
I received the key to the new apartment on Wednesday when 
my mover was on the way to the old apartment and the 
incoming tenants had already packed up their moving van. 
Despite the stress and the mess, I rushed to the utilities office to 
connect the water because you can’t move into an apartment 
without running water, since you cannot wash the dirt from 
construction from the floor and don’t even mention washing the 
children. 
To my surprise I found the office closed with a notice that today 
they would open at 2:00 PM. At exactly 2:00 PM I was standing 
in the office which was already filled with people. When I 
reached my turn I asked them to connect the water “It will be 
turned on tomorrow morning”. I explained that I need it turned 
on today and they said that it was not possible to turn it on 
today and it would be turned on tomorrow. I contacted the 
manager and tried to get him to connect my new apartment to 
the water meter but because of his workload he flat out refused.      

 



 

 

You have been shown to know - אתה הראת לדעת  

Behold, it is known that which is brought in the holy seforim, that 
the purpose of all the service during these days that pass for us for 
goodness during this month of holidays, is all preparation for when 
we open the Aron Kodesh and announce 'אתה הראת לדעת' – ‘You 
have been shown to know’ and it is appropriate to think about 
what is the connection between these days and when we are 
ready to rejoice on Simchas Torah, as at a casual glance there is no 
obvious connection between these times except for the closeness 
of one to the other for as we open the Aron Kodesh isn’t it our 
intent to take out the Sefer Torah and rejoice with it because we 
were meritorious in finishing it and begin again with Bereishis and 
with all this there is no obvious connection to the time until now 
and if so, what truly is the connection between these days until we 
say that we are prepared for that time? 
However, the truth is that when we rejoice with the Torah on this 
day it is only because we have merited to finish the Torah, rather, 
this is one topic and a continuation of all the days that have 
preceded it, for during the Judgment Days although we are 
coronating HaKadosh Baruch Hu as King over us, still, we mention 
time and again that we want to merit a good life and even though 
our intent is 'למענך אלקים חיים' – ‘For Your sake, O living G-d’ for if 
not for this as according to that which is brought down in the 
Zohar HaKadosh it is almost as if it were something prohibited. 
Still, notwithstanding all this, the person asks for all his needs, he 
just has to keep in mind that these things enable him to serve his 
Creator, and this is recognizable on Hoshanah Rabbah which is 
close to this day, for on that day we increase our requests for 
material things and outwardly it appears as if we know what is 
good for us, and what is not, and so we come on this day and we 
show that on this day that although we are requesting that which 
our hearts desire and the outward appearance is that it is for our 
benefit, but in reality we do not know what is truly good, and only 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu knows what is truly good for us. 
Therefore, we come on this day after we have first requested all 
our material things, and we say in a loud voice  אתה הראת לדעת כי'

 You have been shown to know that‘ – ה' הוא האלקים אין עוד מלבדו'
Hashem, He is the G-d, there is none beside Him’ and with this we 
nullify our view for His view, and we desire only what He desires 
through faith and trust which is for our benefit, and that which we 
had previously requested for our benefit, is only because of human 
nature that Yisbarach has given us makes it seem that this is good, 
but the truth of the matter is that we do not know what is truly 
good for us so we negate our view for the view of Yisbarach. 
After this we take out the Torah and dance with it and rejoice with 
it and even with this our intent is to teach that we accept the 
decree of Heaven, for the Torah and Hashem are one, and since 
we want to express that we are pleased with His decrees and we 
rejoice out of faith as His intent is for our benefit with all His 
decrees. Therefore, we take out the Torah and we dance with it 
and with this joy we reveal that we accept His decrees with joy, 
and even after these holy days have passed we urge that we have 
a good year which is visible externally, still, with all this, if 
Yisbarach sees that this is not for our benefit and He wrote and 
sealed His decree as He wished, we accept this with joy. 
This matter in itself can lead to a sweetening of the judgment even 
after it has been sealed as it has been sealed as it is brought down 
many times in the holy seforim and among them the famous 
teaching of Maran, Ba’al HaTanya zy”a ‘L’Haskilcha Binah’ where it 
is explained in great detail that when a person thinks that 
everything is with mercy, then everything changes to mercy.       
 

In light of these words we can understand that which is brought 
down in the holy seforim in regard to the virtue of this day, that it is 
a propitious time to ask for whatever one desires and even though 
we are standing when everything has already been assigned, and 
how can these things change the decrees that have already been 
sealed with the official seal, ‘we accept the trials with joy’ then 
automatically everything is converted to good, and we are able to 
detect the good in everything. 
Since we are discussing this topic, I wanted to relate something that 
I had heard from someone who heard it directly from HaRav 
HaChassid HaNoda Rebbe Eliyahu Roth zt”l, who heard it directly 
from the one it happened to, HaRav HaTzaddik Rebbe Nachum Yass 
[known as R’ Nachum Yasser]. This Rebbe Nachum only had one 
daughter, and day this only daughter fell ill and was hospitalized. 
When he went to visit her, the doctor and staff told him that there 
was nothing more they could do for her to treat the condition of the 
daughter, and that he had to know that her hours are numbered. 
Immediately upon hearing about her situation he went to immerse 
in a mikvah, for he feared that if chas v’shalom he would be in 
mourning he would not be able to immerse during the entire 
mourning period. Afterwards he went home and learned the 
Halachos of Aveilus [Laws of Mourning] with peace of mind. When 
he finished, he left his house and the door closed behind him and his 
intent was to go to the hospital. While he was standing outside he 
remembered that he might have to tear kriah [rend one’s garment] 
so he hurried back into the house to get scissors and he again left 
the house. On the way to the hospital he thought to himself, Chaza’l 
have said that a person is obligated to recite a blessing for the bad 
just he would recite one for the good, and therefore he had to 
arouse himself with joy, and to be happy with the decree of the 
Omnipresent, and so he strengthened himself until he was satisfied 
that he was pleased with the decree of the Omnipresent. However, 
he then suddenly thought to himself that it was not appropriate for 
a man such as himself who only merited to have one daughter to 
openly express his happiness at a time like this, as it will appear 
inappropriate, therefore, he decided that although he had accepted 
the matter with joy, still, he had to have an expression of distress 
and with all these decisions made he returned to the hospital. 
Immediately upon his arrival, the medical staff informed him that 
there was a sudden change in her condition and the daughter was 
out of danger, and from that point on she began to recover until she 
completely overcame her illness and she was healthy and complete. 
R’ Nachum would always study from the sefer ‘Be’er Mayim Chaim’, 
and this sefer never left his table and when R’ Nachum returned 
home from this last visit he opened the sefer to learn from it and 
with Hashgacha Pratis it opened to a section where it describes that 
if a person accepts upon himself the decree from Heaven, 
immediately the judgment is sweetened for him and everything 
changes for good. 
R’ Nachum himself told this story to R’ Eliyahu Roth, and he 
concluded that this all revolved from Heaven as he saw in the sefer 
so that he would understand the reason for his daughter’s illness. 
I saw this myself as well, as I know a man who suffered from all sorts 
of problems, and once I showed him the letter from Maran Ba’al 
HaTanya which encouraged him tremendously from the words 
within it. He immediately decided to publicize this letter to benefit 
the public, and from thought to deed, a short time later he returned 
to me and told me that from when he accepted the judgment with 
love, he began to see how all these things were literally for good. 
Hashem Yisbarach should help that we have the understanding to 
accept the will of our Creator with love, and we should merit open 
and revealed kindnesses.     
 


